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> > hen we began making this book, we were told two things. One, it’s a yearbook, not an annual. Two,
yearbooks must have a theme. But as we started trying to think of one, we had a hard time. We realized that a year
at Ole Miss is too complex to be captured in one idea.
The University of Mississippi is made of over 20,000 students. All of these people have their own filters
through which they perceive our school and our world. We wanted to honor this diversity, this humanity, so we
made a book that sacrifices theme for authenticity.
In the following pages, we made it our goal to show as many of these varying perspectives as possible,
knowing beforehand that we would fail to include every one. In reading this book, we ask not only that you
critique it understanding that flawed individuals, much like yourselves, put it together, but also that you spend
time with that content which covers people who are different from you. After all, more often than not, our fear
of “the other” can be attributed simply to a lack of exposure.

For too long, our campus has been separated. Though it is natural to try and rally around a football team, a
mascot, a Greek system, or even a famous writer, the truth is that no two people on Earth, let alone this campus,
share exactly the same views on everything. Ultimately, the only things we all really have in common are A) we’re
all different and B) we’re all here.
Rather than pursuing a centralized idea of Ole Miss; rather than amplifying our own definitions at the
expense of others; rather than baring our teeth when our small corners feel threatened, let’s do something else.
Let’s celebrate our university’s role in bringing so many disparate identities together. With our energy invested in
that direction, perhaps we will find ourselves centered on something beautiful. In its own way, that is what this
yearbook is attempting to do. If Volume 118 of The Ole Miss allows just one person to see life on this campus
from another’s perspective, it will have accomplished its purpose.

editor in chief | BENJAMIN HURSTON
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A History ofFirsts

1848
The University of Mississippi opened its
doors. With 80 students, it was the state's
first public institute for higher learning.
All classrooms and faculty offices were
located in the center section of the Lyceum.
photo | OLE MISS ARCHIVES & SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

1882
Ole Miss became coeducational, admitting
eleven women to the school. Three years
later, the university hired Sarah Isom,
the first female faculty member at a
coeducational institution of higher learning
in the Southeast.
photo | "OLE MISS" YEARBOOK, VOL. I

1897
The school published the first yearbook,
which featured a horizontal shape, just like
this one. Student Elma Meek suggested
"Ole Miss" as the name for the new
publication. Soon after, the university
adopted the title as its colloquial name.
photo | "OLE MISS" YEARBOOK, VOL. I
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1962

2008

After three of his attempts were
blocked by Gov. Ross Barnett, James
Meredith finally became the first
African-American student enrolled to
the university on Oct. 1.

On September 26, the Gertrude Ford
Center for the Performing Arts hosted
2008's first Presidential debate, which
featured Senator John S. McCain and
future-President Barack Obama.

photo | OLE MISS ARCHIVES & SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

photo | ROBERT JORDAN/OLE MISS COMMUNICATIONS

2012
Kimbrely Dandridge became the first black
Associated Student Body president. That
same year, Courtney Pearson became the
first African-American homecoming queen.
photo I PHILLIP WALLER
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THE END OF AN

Relining Dean ofStudents Sparky Reardon
reflects on his Ole Miss experience
story | PETE PORTER

homas J. Reardon, known to the Ole Miss family as ‘Sparky,’ is
one of the most well-known personas to have been on the Ole
Miss campus. Every day his bulky, unmistakable figure could
be seen in the Student Union or around campus serving his be
loved university. Known for his smile and “Hey how are you?”
to students walking by, Sparky was always dressed sharply in his
white button-down shirt with a red tie and dress pants.

Seeing Sparky at nearly any Ole Miss event has been rou
tine for the university family since 1977. He has worked for
the university in various positions, including coordinator of
pre-admissions, assistant director of student activities and as
sociate dean of students. In recent years, he has served as As
sistant Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs, Associate Professor
of Leadership and Counselor Education, and, of course, Dean
of Students.
But as the 2014 year dawned, the beloved figure everyone
had come to love and know was hardly seen around campus.
After 37 years of dedication to the school where he received
his Bachelor of Arts in Education and a Ph.D. in Educational
Leadership, Sparky had finally decided to step down.

“For years when I crossed Jackson Avenue, there were times
I would ask myself if I still wanted to do it,” says Sparky, who
Chancellor Dan Jones has joked is one of three people in Ole
Miss history to be known simply by their first name. The oth
er two are Mannings. “For some reason one day I just got the
feeling that I just don’t feel like doing this anymore. The more
I asked myself that question I knew it was time. I had a good
run and want to leave feeling good.”

22
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Ole Miss in Oxford with good football teams and with an at
tractive student body, but now it has a new self-confidence that’s
become attractive in a lot of ways socially, academically, and aes
thetically. It’s almost like I’ve worked at two different places.”

Sparky has been at the forefront of the movement to make
Ole Miss more appealing on a national stage, but he credits
its new appeal to multiple factors. The first factor was nation
ally renowned businesses like Square Books, Downtown Grill,
and the Hoka on the Oxford Square that helped put the city
on the map and gave it what he calls “a bohemian feel.”
Additionally, Sparky credits the number of famed writers
who have called Oxford home for the bringing the town some
celebrity appeal. In particular, Willie Morris regularly invited
other fellow writers to visit after he became a resident in the
late seventies.
“These people came here and they liked it,” he says. “They
liked how much Willie was accepted here. It kind of brought
Oxford to a national scene.”

Sparky admits that changes weren’t always easy, especially
when the school decided to remove several older customs in
the last few decades which upset some of the Ole Miss net
work. Two especially contentious changes were the waving
of Confederate battle flags and the singing of “From Dixie
With Love” at football games. The former obviously needed
to change.

Sparky has seen lots of changes around the Ole Miss cam
pus, going back to his days as a freshman in 1968. But out of
all the things he has seen change, he says the biggest difference
is the university’s self-image.

“1983 was the first time I saw white students display anger
at black students by picking up the Confederate flag and yell
ing racial epithets,” he says. “For me at that point, the Con
federate flag took on a whole new meaning and had nothing
to do with school spirit. It was kind of like a middle finger to
me, an act of defiance. It was so emotional and was tearing the
university apart. I’m glad that it’s gone.”

“Ole Miss is a whole new place. At one point, we were just

Sparky admits that he did not always realize the trouble-

Sparky talks with engineering students Daniel Ducote, Zack Barrett, Hunter Wiginton, Wesley Tucker, and Sadie Carrillo over lunch at the student union. During his tenure, he frequently joined students for meals, photos | PHILLIP WALLER

some symbology of the flag. As a student in the late 1960s,
he admits that the flag seemed synonymous with Ole Miss in
those days.
“I was here during the years of 1968 through 1972 which
I called Liberty, Sugar, Gator, and Peach for the bowl games
we went to, and I just remember blindly carrying Confederate
flags to games because that’s what you did.”
Much more difficult than the flag, he says, was the removal
of “From Dixie With Love.” Students shouted ‘The South will
rise again instead of the actual lyrics, “His truth is march
ing on.” With the emotionally charged new lyrics, the school
could no longer endorse the song.

“I really hated to see ‘From Dixie With Love’ go. It had
been our communion song where we all came together,” he
says. “I really have not heard people say they have a problem
with the song, but the students’ chant really destroyed a great
thing.”
The person who took the blunt of the criticism for these
decisions was Chancellor Dan Jones, who came to Ole Miss
in 2009. Sparky, however, says this was not entirely his do

ing. Jones, he says, inherited a movement started by former
Chancellor Gerald Turner, who dreamed of huge things for
Ole Miss.

“Gerald Turner came in and very courageously led the way
to show us what we could be. I think he set it up for Robert
Khayat, who knew what we could be because he was a prod
uct of this place and one of the most spirited, charismatic peo
ple I’ve ever known,” he says. “Robert is one of those people
that dreamed things that never were and asked why not. Dan
Jones came in and inherited unfinished business and I have
great admiration for what he did.”
Sparky admitted he was a bit skeptical when Jones was first
hired due to his lack of experience with undergraduates prior
to taking the job, but he says Jones quickly proved his worth
with his insight and his courtesy.

has experienced over the years, Sparky says the town of Ox
ford has also undergone significant change. With record en
rollment figures and an increasing amount of people moving
to Oxford, he believes the university should be patient in its
campaign to enlarge and should examine the infrastructure.
But, he says, the most important step moving forward is to
have a working relationship between the students and Oxford
residents.

“Students have to respect that there are others in the com
munity besides them, but also the community needs to respect
that a lot of what they enjoy in the community is because of
the students and the university.”

“Working with him has been a real treat. In my experiences
with Dan Jones, he has been completely fair and trusting. The
thing he does best is he knows who can do what the best, and
he lets them do it.”

The university has worked tirelessly to change its image
from the racist, Old South stereotype slapped on it for so long.
Sparky says there is no other university that has struggled as
publicly as Ole Miss, but neither is there one that has em
braced both its past and current situation like this university
either. Still, there are those whose actions unfortunately shine
a bad light on Ole Miss.

Along with all of the changes and growth the university

Two such incidents occurred this year. Last fall, a theatre

2014 | The Ole Miss
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Sparky congratulates 2014 Hall of Fame inductees at the Who's Who Awards Ceremony at the Gertrude Ford Center for the Performing Arts on January 31, 2014. photo | PHILLIP WALLER
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performance of The Laramie Project was scarred when homophobic slurs were yelled in response to the play’s gay charac
ters. Then this spring, the James Meredith statue was marred
by the symbolic vandalism initiated by three male freshman
students from Georgia. In response, Sparky stresses the im
perative for students to buy in to the values of the univer
sity, particularly those instilled by him as co-chair of the
committee that wrote the University Creed.

“If they’re just sleeping, living, going to school here,
or drinking here and have no attachment to the insti
tution, then it’s easy for them to do stupid things that
discredit the institution,” he says. “But if they truly love
Ole Miss like they say, they will protect the university by
their discretion and judgment by what they choose to do
without thinking.”
Sparky has stuck with Ole Miss through good times
and bad. He says what has kept him working these three
plus decades is his love for the special role of the Dean
of Students.

“I can’t tell exactly why it is that I love this job, and I
know it sounds kind of crazy, I just feel like I was born
to do it. I’m sure there are artists who think they were born to
paint and writers who feel they were born to write. I just feel
I was born to be in higher education.”
Few people can match Sparky’s level of passion for his job.
Still, Sparky credits his fellow university workers for inspiring
him to greater dedication. He knows that it is the people who
make a place special.

“I like the students within my work, I like the campus, I
love North Mississippi, and I love the Delta. I love what I do.
When all those things converge, it makes for a happy work

26
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place. But I can’t say everyone thinks that because I know
folks who for years have begrudged having to come to work.”
Associated Student Body President Gregory Alston has had
frequently worked with Sparky in his last year. He says that
working with him has been a blessing in itself.

“I’m really honored and have enjoyed working with some-

/ like to think that one day I
called a student by his or her
name when he was having a
bad day and might have made
for a better day. And if I did,
that's the greatest thing I
could’ve ever done.
one like Sparky who has been at our university for so long,”
said Alston, who says Sparky does a good job of listening to
what others have to say while at the same time always giving
helpful advice. “He’s always thinking of the other person.”

Sparky’s memory of his days as a student renews his com
mitment to making every student’s experience memorable.
Coming to Oxford as a pre-law major, Sparky quickly became
involved in a number of various organizations. His campus
engagement included writing for The Daily Mississippian and
working with campus elections, ASB, and the Phi Delta Theta
Fraternity. By serving with the fraternity’s national com
mittee, Sparky gives back to his chapter. A renowned
Greek life expert, he even appeared in a History Channel
documentary about fraternities.
“As an undergraduate, I think it would be the same for
anybody in any other fraternity, you get out of it what
you put into it. I was involved as social chairman, secre
tary and learned a whole lot in that experience. I person
ally think I could’ve learned that in any other house, but
for me personally Phi Delt was where I learned it.”

He points to his time as a student as the beginning of
his desire to become the Dean of Students at Ole Miss
after meeting administrators his sophomore year who
showed him there was a future. The following year on a
trip to Pontotoc with sophomore Roger Wicker, Sparky
said he wanted to become the Dean of Students at Ole
Miss. Wicker replied he wanted to become a senator.

“Funny how that worked out for the both of us,” said
Sparky with a big grin.

Alston believes Sparky’s legacy will forever be associated
with the University Creed, which he co-chaired and helped
establish.

Sparky described the late 1960s as an extraordinary time
to be a college student with all of the things happening both
foreign and domestic.

“He played an integral role in writing the University Creed
by leading the committee that wrote such a historic piece for
us. That is a testament to his legacy.”

“That was a special time for college students because I think
there was this nationwide consciousness about who we were
as a country. It was six years after Kennedy was assassinated,

one year after MLK was killed, and we had friends dying in
Vietnam. We looked around the other parts of the country
and we saw students protesting, but I think there was a special
camaraderie on campus at that time.”
Sparky said there were some stories he could tell, and some,
he laughed, that he just could not. But the ones he did share
were sure to please. One such story happened one school year
when Sparky and a group of guys from various fraternities de
cided they wanted to put the campus elections into perspec
tive by entering a rock named Roxanna Boulder in the race.
Thanks to the artistry of then Daily Mississippian cartoon
ist Ford “Wooly” Smith, the rock came with a painted face
that also had lipstick, earrings, and makeup. While taking her
around the Greek houses to campaign for her, the group cre
ated Boulder’s slogan “Don’t take her for granite”.
“We put her in front of the Union on election day and that
was fun. People took it seriously. We never found how many
votes she got, though a lot of us figured she’d won. The soror
ity women were not happy about that.”
The greatest week of Sparky’s college experience came the
week before the Tennessee game in 1969 when the Rebels
blew out the Volunteers 38-0. He says that in all the time he
has spent at Ole Miss, nothing has ever been able to beat the
enthusiasm and school spirit seen that week. The university
administration reluctantly allowed students to hold an all-day
concert on the old Grove stage. Named Finally, the concert
lasted from noon until midnight. Sparky described it as “a
big day” that had some antics. Memorably, an art professor
was shot by his wife since the professor had dallied was with
another woman. The poetic justice still elicited a deep laugh
from Sparky. The week was most special because it brought
the whole school together.

Sparky looks to unwind a bit as he begins his retirement.
While he admits he will still be an advisor for the university,
it will be on a very part-time basis as he looks to pick up old
hobbies and start new ones. One thing he is especially eager
to do is travel, particularly to Sicily where his family s origins
are. He hopes to go annually and live there for an extended
period of time because “they just know how live”. Sparky
also hopes to involve himself in the Oxford community with
things like More-Than-A-Meal. Sparky will never be one to
just lie around.

“I want to get up and get out of the house everyday wheth
er it’s to drink coffee with friends, go to the golf course, go
do something on a volunteer basis. Plus I have a big stack of
books that I bought but never read, that’s going to be on the
bucket list. And I would like to write.” The Ole Miss family
should certainly hope he pens a memoir.
When asked how he hopes the Ole Miss family will remem
ber him, he says he believes will be remembered as a friendly
figure that was approachable to all students no matter what
their problem.

“I like to think that one day I called a student by his or her
name when he was having a bad day and might have made for
a better day. And if I did, that’s the greatest thing I could’ve
ever done.”
Sparky says that as he ends his long career as an Ole Miss
employee, he leaves with great admiration and affection for
his dear alma mater, but maybe not so much for a certain
school an hour and a half away. With a spark in his eye, he
chuckles about the classic rivalry.

“I leave here with great love for Ole Miss, but not much for
Mississippi State.”

Top right: Sparky poses inside his office on the top floor of the student union. Middle: Sparky shares a laugh with 2013-2014 Associated Student Body President,
Gregory Alston. Bottom:. Sparky talks with engineering students Daniel Ducote, Zack Barrett, Hunter Wiginton, Wesley Tucker, and Sadie Carrillo over lunch
at the student union, photos | PHILLIP WALLER

ENGINEERING
Founded in 1900, the School of Engineering is the oldest
engineering program in the state and is the third oldest school
at Ole Miss. Operating in the Carrier, Anderson and Brevard
halls, the school is made up of five departments - civil, chemi
cal, electrical, mechanical and geological. With over 1,000 un
dergraduate students in the 2013-2014 program, the school’s
enrollment has nearly doubled in the last five years.

“Engineering builds the infrastructure of the society,” says
Dean Alexander Cheng. “It brings the world the cell phone
that you can instantly talk to another person in another part
of the world, the computer, the Internet, the car you drive,
the highway you travel on, the building you live in and
almost every other technology your eyes can see.”

Top left: Brevard Hall is home to the offices for the School of Engineering. Bottom left: Dr. Paul Goggans works with Electrical Engineering students Adam
Vender Haar, Ryan Young, Faith Woods and Levi Grundel on a motion activated loud speaker system. Top right: Dr. Paul Goggans works with Electrical
Engineering students Clay McLeod and Adam Vender Haar on a motion activated loud speaker system. Middle right: Students Camille Hine, Andrew
Caywood and Kevin Gray work to identify rock samples in Elementary Petrology lab. Bottom right: Students Brandon Belcher, Michael Gratzer, Nick Russell,
Clay Tucker, and Seth Andrews work to identify rocks in the Elementary Petrology lab under the direction of Dr. Terry Panhorst, photos | ADITYA KHARE
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The Patterson School of

ACCOUNTANCY
Consistently rated one of the top 20 programs in the nation for
the past six years, the Patterson School ofAccountancy continues
to rise in the national rankings. Published in August, the Public
Accounting Report recently rated the University’s undergraduate
program the fourth best in the nation.
“These are very well established rankings,” says Dean W. Mark
Wilder. “They are sort of like a black box. You don’t really know
which accountants will participate or how they will vote.”
A little over a decade ago, the National Library of the
Accounting Profession was relocated from New York to the J.D.
Williams Library on campus. This may have been a precursor to
the jump, but Suzanne McCaffrey, an instructor at the school,
has a different explanation. She says the increased visibility of the
school has much to do with Dean Wilder’s support and trust in
his faculty members.

“Dean Wilder is very hands-off and he allows us, the faculty,

to use our creativity to do what we want with a lot of latitude,”
McCaffrey says.
Some credit must also be awarded to the students. The
school admits top-notch applicants that show they are not only
dedicated to finding a job after graduation but also to putting
their all into the work while they are still in school.

“We know that we will do a great job educating them once
they are here because we have a quality faculty that is committed
to helping students,” Wilder said. “But if you attract top quality
from the beginning, that helps to push them even further.”
The accounting field is competitive, and the Patterson School
makes sure students have all the tools needed to compete.
“The school is dedicated to getting you a job. Because of them
I was offered a job with a Big Four company,” said Meg Weimar,
a graduate student from Baton Rouge, La. “The connections this
school provides the students with is a giant plus.”

Top right: Holman Hall. Bottom left and right photos: Members of the accounting honorary society Beta Alpha Psi attend a professional meeting. Top left
photos: Ginny Gamble, Brittany Long, and a fellow student study in Holman Hall, photos | ADIYTA KHARE.
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School of

EDUCATION
The School of Education was founded in 1903 and aims to equip students
with the necessary training to be effective leaders in their schools and
communities. Located in Guyton Hall, the school enrolls more than 1,105
students in undergraduate, Masters, Ed.D. and Ph.D. programs each year. The
school is under the leadership of Dean David Rock, who has served as dean
since 2004.

By pursuing a degree in education, students are given many opportunities
such as teaching avatar students or student teaching in Oxford and other
surrounding areas.
“We are one of the largest providers of teachers in the state of Mississippi,”
says Dean Rock. “Our dedicated faculty and staff strive to provide a creative
and supportive environment that utilizes a variety of educational experiences
for all candidates.”
Opposite page: Gqyton Hall is surrounded by autumn colors. Top: An education student prepares
lesson plans for class in Guyton Hall. Middle: Katherine Simpson speaks with classmates.
Bottom: Blake Schrouf waits for a lesson plan presentation to begin in Guyton Hall.
photos | PHILLIP WALLER
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The College of Liberal Arts was founded same year as the university in 1848
and is the oldest and largest division of the university. The college provides an
educational framework in the natural and social sciences, humanities, and fine
arts. Dean Glenn Hopkins says, “Our faculty and students grapple with big
ideas. They conduct research, create art, perform plays and music—and they
read, write, and talk about complicated issues. These are traditional pursuits
that matter now more than ever.” The 21-department college boasts notable
alumni such as author Greg Iles, musician Glen Ballard and HIV research
specialist Dr. Hannah Gay. Junior classics major Sierra Mannie sees the college
as an essential component of education. She says, “The liberal arts amplify
the beauty of the world and prioritize intellectual conversation and critical
thinking.”
Opposite left: A student looks on in Dr. Felice Coles introduction to linguistic science class in Bishop
Hall during Wintersession 2014. p
-/ALLER Opposite right: Opera students Briana
Raif and Kyle Davis rehearse for an upcoming show, photo | KATIE WILLIAMSON Left: John
Cummings works on pottery in the ceramics studio in Meek Hall, photo | KATIE WILLIAMSON
Above: Ventress Hall finally reopened for the fall semester after extensive interior renovations to
repair water damage from a broken steam pipe in 2011. photo | ALEX EDWARDS
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School of

BUSINESS
WMINISTR YTION
Established in 1917 as the first business school in the state of Mississippi,
the School of Business Administration has four branches: Management
Information Systems, Finance, Management, and Marketing. Housed in
Holman Hall since 1997, the school offers degrees ranging from Marketing
to Economics to Risk Management & Insurance. The school was also recently
ranked as a Top-100 business school by US News and World Report. Notable
alumni include Mike Glenn of FedEx and Eli Manning.

“Business touches all facets of the university,” says Dean Ken Cyree. “If
you’re an artist, a journalist, an engineer or a mathematician, if you can’t get
your ideas to market, what good will it do?”
Opposite top: Holman Hall, the School of Business. Opposite bottom: Academic Counselor
Kimberly Phillips conducts an advising session. Top left: Business major Daniel Werhan studies
in Holman Hall. Middle left: State DECA advisor Tammy Brewer speaks at an interest meeting
for Ole Miss collegiate DECA. Bottom left: Students Pierce Vaughn and Terrius Harris attend an
interest meeting for Ole Miss collegiate DECA, photos | ADIYTA KHARE
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I knew there were countless
opportunities available through
the business school. Just think,
almost any career has a business
aspect to it, whether you are a
teacher or even a nurse.
senior

| GLENNA LUSK
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School of

APPLIED SCIENCES
Located next to the J.D. Williams Library in the George
Street House, the School of Applied Sciences combines realworld skills with hands-on experience. Founded in 2001, the
school boasts a diverse course catalogue, with options rang
ing from audiology to criminal justice, from nutrition to park
and recreation management. The school also created a new
research center this year, the Health and Sports Performance
Center, which joins the Center for Intelligence and Security
Studies and the National Food Service Management Institute.
As with many programs on campus, the school has under

gone tremendous growth in recent years. It now includes over
3,000 students. Administrators expect even more growth in
the coming years.
“I don’t see an end in sight,” says Dean Velmer Stanley
Burton. “I do think it will continue to grow and thrive as the
demand for our majors increases.”
Furthermore, Dean Burton notes that “Here at Ole Miss,
the students not only come out with a degree, but also with
the experience and capability to walk right into a career.”

Top right: The George Street house is home to the School of Applied Sciences offices. Bottom right: Students prepare salads in Lenoir Hall. Students use Lenoir
Hall as a teaching kitchen to model a restaurant environment. The menu, place settings, food and drinks are all student-designed, photos | PHILLIP WALLER
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The students here not only
come out with a degree, but
also with the experience and
capability to be able to walk
right into a career.
dean | VELMER STANLEY BURTON
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LENOIR. DINING
School of APPLIED SCIENCES
In 2013, the Department ofNutrition and Hospitality Managemen t celebrated its 100th
anniversary To commemorate the occasion, the department published a new cookbook titled
Are You Ready? 100 Years ofFamily Friends, and Food. ” The cookbook is made up ofrecipes
from alumni, faculty, staff, and even students. Here are a few recipes from the departments
student-run restaurant, Lenoir Dining.
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Italian Sausage Lasagna
INGREDIENTS
1 lb. bulk sausage
1 clove garlic, minced
1 can tomatoes (crushed)

2 cans tomato paste (6 oz. each)
10 oz. lasagna noodles

4 tsp. dried basil
2 tsp. dried oregano

1/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese
2 T dried parsley flakes

2 T Italian seasoning

11/2 tsp. crushed red pepper flakes
11/2 tsp. salt

3 cups ricotta cheese

2 eggs
1 tsp. salt

1/2 tsp. pepper
16 oz. shredded mozzarella cheese

Roasted Red Pepper &
Basil Penne Pasta
INGREDIENTS
3 gloves garlic

1/3 cup pine nuts
1/3 cup grated Parmesan cheese
1 cup roasted red bell pepper
1 cup basil leaves

1/2 tsp. salt

1/4 tsp. pepper
1/3 cup extra virgin olive oil
1 lb. penne pasta

1/4 cup heavy cream, optional

Tiramisu
INGREDIENTS
6 egg yolks
1 cup sugar
1 1/4 cup mascarpone cheese
13/4 cup of heavy
whipping cream

2 - 12 oz packages Italian
Lady Fingers

1/2 cup cold expresso
1/4 cup coffee flavored Liquor
1 T cocoa for dusting

Add: chopped grilled chicken, blanched asparagus,
chopped sauteed onions, chopped tomatoes.

PREPARATION

PREPARATION

Brown sausage slowly; drain off excess fat. Add garlic, tomatoes, basil,
oregano, 1 1/2 tsp. salt, and tomato paste. Simmer, uncovered, for 30
minutes, adding water if too thick. Cook lasagna noodles in boil
ing salted water according to package directions. In a bowl, combine
ricotta, Parmesan, parsley, eggs, 1 teaspoon salt, and pepper. Place a
layer of noodles in bottom of 13x9x2-inch baking dish. Cover with
layer of mozzarella then spoon 1/2 of ricotta mixture over mozzarella.
Spoon 1/2 meat sauce over the cheese. Repeat layers. Bake for 30 to 40
minutes in a 375 degree oven. Let set a few minutes before serving.

Place the garlic and pine nuts in a food processor. Pulse until they are
finely chopped. Add Parmesan cheese, red pepper, basil leaves, salt,
and pepper. Pulse until everything is well combined. With the motor
running, add olive oil through the feed tube and process until incor
porated. Set aside. Cook the penne pasta according to the package
directions. Drain and return to the pot. Add the pesto to the pasta
and stir to combine. Stir in heavy cream if desired for creamier sauce.
Heat until warmed through. Serve immediately.

PREPARATION
Combine egg yolks and sugar over boiling water. Reduce heat to low,
and cook for 10 minutes, stirring constantly. Remove from heat and
whip yolks until lemon colored. Beat mascarpone to whipped yolks until
it combines. In separate bowl, whip cream to stiff peaks. Gently fold
the cream in mascarpone mixture and set aside. Mix cold espresso with
coffee liquor and dip lady fingers into mixture just long enough to get
wet. Do not soak them. Arrange lady fingers in the bottom of an 8 inch
square baking dish (or 6x9). Spoon half the mascarpone cream filling
over the lady fingers. Repeat process with another layer. Refrigerate 4
hours or overnight. Dust with cocoa before serving.
photos |

PHILLIP WALLER
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---- The Meek School of----

JOURNALISM
& NEW MEDIA
The Meek School of Journalism and New Media is a fairly new addition to the school’s academic
catalog. Created in 2009, the school developed from the former Department of Journalism in the
College of Liberal Arts, which was founded in 1947 under the hand of Chair Gerald Forbes. The
school is headed by Dean H. Will Norton, Jr. and Assistant Dean Charles D. Mitchell, who oversee
nearly 1,000 undergraduates seeking degrees in either Journalism or Integrated Marketing Com
munications. The school also hosts various student media outlets, including The Daily Mississippian,
Newswatch, Rebel Radio and The Ole Miss Yearbook.

Since 2009, the Meek School has won two Robert F. Kennedy awards, including the 2013 col
lege journalism award for a multimedia project based on student service efforts in Belize. The total
is the most Kennedy awards of any school in the nation in the past four years.
“Our goal is to be a place where teachers are available to students in and out of the classroom,”
says Dean Norton. “But the ultimate goal is to teach good writing and speaking skills because
students will use those in whatever profession they are in.”
Opposite: The Meek School of Journalism and New Media is located in Farley Hall, photo | ALEX EDWARDS. Top:
Junior IMC major, Victoria Barry reads the Daily Mississippi in Farley hall while waiting for her next class to begin.
photo | VIRGINIA ENGLAND. Middle: Dr. Swain teaches a News Reporting class in the Meek auditorium, photo |
ALEX EDWARDS. Bottom: Senior IMC major, Will Tyner works on homework in between classes, photo | VIRGINIA
ENGLAND

2014 | The Ole Miss

43

Sally McDonnell Barksdale

HONORS COLLEGE
A movement 40 years in the making, the Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors
College finally came to fruition in 1997 thanks to an endowment from alumni
Jim and Sally Barksdale. In a mere 16 years, the program has developed into an
esteemed part of Ole Miss academics. This year’s freshman class of 356 students
tied last year’s enrollment as the largest class to date, and officials welcomed this
surge of students.
“The growth is so exciting, gratifying and intimidating,” says Associate Dean
Dr. Debra Young. “It’s exciting because there’s so much potential for these
students to achieve great things. It’s gratifying because we’ve obviously been doing
something right. The kids are succeeding. It is also intimidating to be challenged
with meeting and raising the bar that we have set for ourselves.”
Along with growth has come the need for more space. Earlier this spring, the
Honors College broke ground on a two-year construction project that will see the
current building space double by the time of its completion in Summer 2015.
Opposite top: The Honors College building is located between Farley Hall and the Kappa Delta
sorority house, photo | PHILLIP WALLER Opposite bottom: Michael Sandel, Professor of Government
at Harvard University, met with a group of students before speaking at the Honors College 2013
Fall Convocation, submitted photo | SMBHC Right photos: Morgan Stringer (top), Megan Richter
(middle), and Vinod Kannuthurai (bottom) discuss the technology's effect on social habits in Dr.
Timothy Nordstrom's fall conversations course. Conversations courses are intended to engage
students from different disciplines in broad topics of discussion, photos | PHILLIP WALLER
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It's the one place on campus
where I know that intellectual
pursuit is the top priority. Daily
I'm surrounded by people from all
over the world who, despite what
they study, are just as inspired by
our world as I am.
junior

| SIERRA MANNIE
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Sally McDonnell Barksdale

HONORS COLLEGE
Dean Sullivan-Gonzalez, or DSG, has spent the last decade heading
up the Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College. But when he's
not counseling students or introducing a world-renowned speaker
at Convocation, he can be found in burning houses or on the pulpit.

ouglass Sullivan knew in his youth that he
was destined to be a preacher, but he had no
idea about the other professions.
Raised in a family of six in Chattanooga, Tenn., he took
off after high school for Samford University, a private Baptist
school in Birmingham, Ala., to become a churchman. With
that goal in mind, he travelled to Mexico after his first year to
work with a water project in Coahuila, a state just south of the
Rio Grande River. While there, he watched a 24-year-old die
of tetanus, an infection with an effective vaccination available
since the mid-1940s. The experience had a profound effect on
his approach to ministry.
“I couldn’t understand how on that side of the border, no
one had access to medical, and on the other side, everyone
had access,” Sullivan-Gonzalez remembers. “I took that ques
tion, which is both political and theological, and I ran with
. 5,
It.

The man is still running nearly 40 years later.

Though he did, in fact, end up a preacher, he ran past some
remarkable checkpoints along his road. He earned master’s
degrees in both Divinity and Theology from Princeton Theo
logical Seminary. He moved to Nicaragua, where he discov
ered a love for teaching at a Baptist seminary. While there, he
discovered another love, Maribel Gonzalez, and the two mar
ried and became Sullivan-Gonzalez soon after. Back stateside,
he dashed into burning buildings as a volunteer firefighter.
He went back to school and got a Ph.D. in history from the
University of Texas at Austin. And somehow, he actually sat
still long enough to publish a book on religion in Guatemala.

Then he got right up and kept on running.
His path eventually brought him to Oxford, where he ac
cepted a teaching job in the history department in 1993. Now
two decades later, he is dean of the university’s renowned Sally
McDonnell Barksdale Honors College, and despite 11 years
on the job, the man is nowhere near slowing down.
“I was intensely aware early on of how temporary life is,” he

left* Honors Dean Douglass Sullivan-Gonzalez stands at his desk overlooking the courtyard of the Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College building.
Sullivan-Gonzalez uses the upright desk to relieve pressure on his wrists that he says are aggravated by extended periods of time at a traditional workstation.
2014 | The Ole Miss

47

Left: A volunteer with the Lafayette County Fire Department Engine Company 4 (College Hill), Sullivan-Gonzalez responds to a house fire off Thacker Loop behind Magnolia Rental Hwy 6 in 2012. Right: Sullivan-Gonzalez and a fellow
fireman work to put out a barn fire that took place at Campbell Farms in 2011. photos | BRUCE NEWMAN

48

The Ole Miss | 2014

explains of his eagerness. “Unfortunately, I can’t do enough of
the things that I really want to do. There is an anxiety that I’m
going to miss something that I can only explain in sort of the
fear of my own mortality.”
Around campus, Sullivan-Gonzalez is known as ‘DSG,’ an
efficient acronym that works whether he’s being addressed as
Douglass, Doctor, or Dean. He smiles often, makes sharp eye
contact when conversing, and uses a vocabulary that conveys
both his immense intelligence and extensive education. He
speaks calmly and articulately, yet his laughter can carry across
an entire floor of a building. More than most administrators,
he spends much of his time in the company of students, and
that, he says, is extremely intentional.
“I try to hang around kids who have the chutzpa—the
spark—because when they get the spark, they spark me,” he
says. “It’s the closest thing we have to the fountain of youth.”

He may be on to something. At 56, he exudes a sort of boy
ish curiosity that makes him seem fifteen years younger. Only
the wisps of white spreading through his cropped curls betray
his age. He stands tall and straight, with the kind of sturdy
build necessary for a man of his active lifestyle.

Sullivan-Gonzalez is almost always on his feet. That is, of
course, when he is not counseling an indecisive student, listen
ing to prominent speakers at Convocation or sitting down for
an interview with a yearbook editor. Even in the comfort of his
own office, which looks out on the bricked courtyard at the
front of the Honors College building, he stays on his toes at his
standing desk. He says it helps relieve the pressure that builds
up in his wrists when he types, but those who know him know
that he doesn’t like to sit for too long anyway. This spring, he
is teaching undergraduates courses, working to publish a new
manuscript, preaching three days a month at a small Presbyte

rian church in Batesville, and even working weekend hours at
the fire department.

freaking starving,” he says. “And you’ve got to pick your niche
to make the greatest impact.”

“I always wanted to be a firefighter,” says Sullivan-Gonzalez,
who has been volunteering since 1978. “It’s a pretty incredible
life. You are thinking fast, using your body, doing something
positive for the community, and it’s a heck of a rush to go in
and try to tackle nature that’s let loose.”

For Sullivan-Gonzalez that niche was never going to be just
one job.
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But it’s more than an appetite for adrenaline that motivates
Sullivan-Gonzalez. Shortly after his trip to Mexico in college,
he was inspired by a political movement within the Catholic
Church called liberation theology. In his words, the theology is
a system of belief that sees poverty as “sin that must be correct
ed because of the ethical obligation of the followers of Christ.”
The perspective resonated with a college-aged Sullivan-Gonza
lez, and he’s spent the last several decades of his life attempting
to live out the belief in his work.

“You can’t talk to someone about the bread of God if they’re

“It’s not simply a choice between being philosopher and
preacher. I’m a teacher, administrator, pastor, and firefighter.
I’m in the poorest sections of Lafayette County, so I know ex
actly where the poverty is and what those demands are.”

Once aware of the needs around him, Sullivan-Gonzalez is
not one who is slow to action. Over the course of his 20 years
in Oxford, he has installed smoke detectors in homes in the
county, helped to bring sanitary water to low-income housing
in the area, and managed to get $40,000 worth of grant money
to build storm shelters in Panola and Lafayette counties.

“We are accountable for the way we construct the world we
live in,” he explains of his efforts. “The way you treat the poor
est in your neighborhood, your community, your nation, is
how you are judged.”
Sullivan-Gonzalez says his mission does not stop with local
community. He teaches a similar level of responsibility to his
students by calling them to be accountable for their own ac
tions. The mentorship aspect is just one of the reasons he loves
his day job.

“I probably have the best job on campus,” he grins for what
must be the hundredth time in a 45-minute interview. “I have
the hardest working group of students on campus, a great do
nor who sustains our work, alumni who support our work,
professors who enjoy working with students, and an adminis
tration that considers the Honors College the crown jewel of
the university. Tell me who has a better job than that.”
Despite the enthusiasm, he admits that he has not always felt
so positively about the university. Formerly, Sullivan-Gonzalez
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saw a “country club mentality” holding back the school. To
elaborate on the change that he’s seen, he refers back to 1993.
In that year, he taught his first class at the university, Social
Revolutions in South America, to seven students. Taking ad
vantage of the course’s intimacy, Sullivan-Gonzalez decided to
cook breakfast for his students in lieu of a final exam. He asked
only that they answer one central question: what motivates a
person to pick up a weapon and risk their life for change?

“I’ll never forget this kid who looked me in the eyes and
said, a conspiracy to overthrow,”’ Sullivan-Gonzalez says,
clearly just as astonished at his student’s response now as he
was 20 years before. “I’ve spent 15 weeks of my life teaching
you and this is what I get? I remember looking at him and say
ing, ‘I’m not going to be around here very long. I’m going to a
different university.’”
He eventually did just that, moving his family to Tulane
University in New Orleans in 1999, but his escape was short
lived. His family moved back to Oxford the following year. By
2002, Sullivan-Gonzalez found himself teaching a very differ
ent group of students in the school’s newly established Croft
Institute for International Studies.

In the middle of a lecture on the design and construction of
Brazil’s new capital by architect Lucio Costa, a student inter
rupted Sullivan-Gonzalez, claiming that the city was, in fact,
designed by a man named Oscar Niemeyer. It turns out the
professor was correct, a detail Sullivan-Gonzalez teases is “very
important,” but the student wasn’t too far off. Though Costa
was the one who designed the actual shape of the city, Nie
meyer was the architect behind many of the city’s buildings.
“The caliber from that conversation in my first class to now
arguing over which artist designed the creation of [Brasilia]
shows you the shift of the conversation taking place in a 10-
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year period at Ole Miss,” says Sullivan-Gonzalez. “All of a sud
den, I was having to prepare for an undergraduate course to
the same degree that I was preparing for a graduate course.”

Another decade later, Sullivan-Gonzalez says the university’s
change of mindset has become even more pronounced, and he
believes the mentality is only going to keep getting better. At
the center of that change, he claims, are his own pupils.
“The Honors College, to use a biblical matter, is the salt of
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the masses right now,” he says. “You’re getting high performers
who are demanding an ethic of excellence out of both teachers
and the administration, and the impact is not only on us, but
also on their fellow students.”
One of those high performing honors students is Eleanor
Anthony, a senior math and philosophy double major from
Jackson who says that Sullivan-Gonzalez is the reason she de
cided to come to school in Oxford. Though Anthony was con
sidering top schools across the country, she says that after one

conversation with the Honors College dean, she was sold on
Ole Miss.

“DSG is the eternal optimist, especially dealing with stu
dents and apathy,” she says. “He pours so much of himself into
his work, and the idea that the people he’s doing it for wouldn’t
be overwhelmingly grateful would be really frustrating to me,
but I think it just serves as more motivation for him.”
The motivation has definitely been on display in SullivanGonzalez’s efforts with the Honors College over the last decade.
Under his leadership, the program has grown from around 350
students in 2003 to nearly 1,000 in 2013. In 2005, Reader’s
Digest named it the Best Honors College in the nation. This
spring, the Honors College began a two-year construction
project that will double the building space by 2015. Yet de
spite his success, Sullivan-Gonzalez acknowledges that there
will come a time when he will have to scale down his efforts
and pass the baton to another willing leader.

“At some point, there are diminishing returns on the impact
that one particular person can have on an institution,” he ad
mits. “You have to be smart and brave enough to determine
when that is.”
In 14 years, Sullivan-Gonzalez will hit retirement age. He
says that sometime between now and then, he will step down
from his administrative duties and focus primarily on writ
ing and teaching. When he finally does pack up his things
and leave the spacious office overlooking the courtyard of the
Honors College, it is highly unlikely that he will ever be found
sitting idly at home.

“As the preacher says in Ecclesiastes, ‘tomorrow, we all die,”’
he quotes. “We can either be captured by the vainness of it all,
or we can do something about it. I don’t care what the rest of
you guys are doing, but I’m doing something.”

Left: Sullivan-Gonzalez addresses students and faculty at the Honors College 2013 Fall Convocation, held at the Ford Center on Sept. 12. Left: Sullivan-Gonzalez interacts with Penny Leeton, Coordinator for the Honors College, photo | PHILLIP WALLER
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The mission of the Graduate School is to provide leader
ship, administrative structure and coordination and to sup
port the graduate programs at the university. The school offers
a variety of master’s, specialist, and doctoral degree programs.
The office functions as the central entity for those involved in
graduate education. Furthermore, the office has the responsi
bility to implement Graduate School Policy to assure compli
ance with standards, quality and integrity among all of the
graduate programs.

The Graduate School, which administers all graduate study
at the university, holds membership in the Council of Grad
uate Schools in the U.S. The faculty consists of about 400
members, who are qualified to offer graduate work.
The Graduate House is located across from the Lyceum by
the Lott Plaza. Dean John Z. Kiss, a Professor of Biology, and
Associate Dean Christy M. Wyandt, a Professor of Pharma
ceutics, head up the program.

Top left: Lacey McAdams helps train new scuba divers in the Turner Center pool.. Bottom left: Students wait for their chance to walk across the stage at
the 2013 doctoral hooding ceremony in the Ford Center. Top right: Opera Students rehearse for an upcoming show. Middle right: Tara Tanner leads an
undergraduate voice lesson. Bottom right: Chemistry doctoral student Vijay Reddy Jupally works in Dr. Amala Dass's lab in Coulter Hall.
photos | KATIE WILLIAMSON
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PHA RM A C Y
Mississippi’s only pharmacy school was founded in
1908. Through education, research, service, and student
development, the School of Pharmacy aims to improve health
from Mississippi to the world. The School of Pharmacy is
a special place as shown by the genuine teamwork between
the students and faculty. The school is comprised of the
following six academic departments: Medicinal Chemistry,

Pharmaceutics, Pharmacognosy, Pharmacology, Pharmacy
Administration, and Pharmacy Practice.
“I am continually in awe of our students’ exceptional
talent and accomplishments,” says Dean David D. Allen.
“They demonstrate again and again that they are passionate
about the profession of pharmacy.”

Top left: The School of Pharmacy's first and second year professional students. Bottom left: School of Pharmacy Student Body Officers from left to right:
Mary Hasten Leary, Lauren Lyles, Brian Hubbard, Christine Hayden, Katie Parker. Top right: Pharmacy students prepare goody bags for LeBonheur Children's
Hospital. Middle right: Second year professional students love going to the games to cheer on our Rebels. Bottom right: Early entry students celebrate the
beginning the school year at the "Back to School Fiesta" at Lamar Park, submitted photos | SCHOOL OF PHARMACY
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The University of Mississippi School of Law was estab
lished in 1854, almost ten years after the university opened its
doors in 1848. As the fourth oldest public law school in the
nation, the school provides a strong foundation in substantive
law, legal reasoning and legal writing while offering many op
portunities to build practical real-world legal skills through its
many centers and clinics.
The law school also has approximately 500 students, 33
full-time faculty and 70 staff members. It offers a Juris Doctor,

a Juris Doctor/Master of Taxation and a Juris Doctor/Master
of Accountancy, as well as certificate programs in criminal law
and remote sensing, air and space law.
In January 2011, the law program moved into a new home
named for Robert C. Khayat, a law professor who had served
as chancellor of the university from 1995 to 2009. A LEEDcertified building located on the south end of the campus and
designed with students’ needs in mind, its architecture blends
in well with the beauty of the Ole Miss campus.

Opposite top: The Robert C. Khayat Law Center photo | THOMAS GRANING. Opposite bottom: The law school as it appears from Coliseum Drive photo |
PHILLIP WALLER Top: Preston Grissom studies in the law school library. Middle: Sean Boers takes a break in between classes at the law school. Bottom: 3L
student Kyra McDonald enjoys a lunch at Einstein Brothers Bagels in the law school, photos I ALEX EDWARDS
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arnard Observatory rests quietly in the center of campus. A
small contribution to the university’s beautiful buildings, it is
almost forgotten. A large white drum lined with windows rests
atop the stately brick structure. It is unmistakably an observa
tory, yet one step inside reveals a shocking discovery. There is
no telescope.

stick that couldn’t lie still. That great energy was applauded by some, but it made
others nervous and insecure.”

The observatory was built in 1859 by Frederick A. Barnard,
one of the university’s most respected chancellors. No ordinary
observatory, the building was built to house the world’s largest telescope. The out
break of the Civil War in 1861, however, prevented the delivery of the lens, leaving
it to be scooped up by the Chicago Astronomical Society and later given to North
western University.

A very determined man, Barnard convinced the University Board of Trustees to
adopt several reforms at its November 1857 meeting. The proposed improvements
included a new library, a nationally renowned laboratory, and a spacious gymna
sium. He designed the building of his grand observatory, purchased a collection
of sophisticated scientific equipment, and to top it all off, placed an order for the
world’s largest telescope.

The story of Barnard’s missing telescope ignites a dull ache of opportunity lost
for those loyal to Ole Miss. Along with losing the war, students in the University
Greys and the magnificent telescope, we lost credit for one of the world’s greatest
discoveries in astronomy. But within this solemn structure, there has never ceased
to be movement. When the University reopened in 1865, the handsome building
remained. Barnard Observatory housed a succession of chancellors, served as class
rooms, the Physics Department, and the Naval ROTC. In 1977, the building was
restored to its original dimensions and became the home for the new Center for
the Study of Southern Culture.The significance of this building is deeper and more
fascinating than most who disappear inside its doors for classes and lectures realize.
Painful memories are soaked into red brick walls, the haunting void where the tele
scope should have gone now masked by students scurrying between classes. Barnard
Observatory is a story of rugged perseverance, of loss and learning, of where we came
from and who we are now.

Barnard chose a small company in Cambridge, Mass., called Alvan Clark & Sons
to build the telescope. With glass that Barnard handpicked from England, the Clarks
began the long process of grounding and crafting the lens. Barnard requested the
telescope be made a record 18 inches in diameter.

Coming to Mississippi at a time when most thought small and slow, Barnard’s en
trance was like mixing paint with water. He was a revolutionary thinker and scholar,
far ahead of his time. While most American universities were focused on the hu
manities and liberal arts, he promoted a more intellectual, scientific education.

The Clarks crafted the great lens in 1860. It was true. The University of Missis
sippi was going to own the world’s largest telescope. The newly completed Barnard
Observatory stood proudly, awaiting its pièce de résistance. Yet as history has it,
the timing could not have been worse. Talk of a civil war replaced interest in the
telescope. Stressed and heartbroken, Barnard watched his colleagues catch the suc
cession fever and his pupils enlist in the Confederate army. The marvelous telescope
slowly slipped out of grasp and out of mind.

Frederick Barnard came to the University in 1854 with big plans. A brilliant,
Yale-educated man, he wanted to transform the University from a small liberal arts
college into a modern university dedicated to the advancement of math, medicine,
law and the sciences. Dr. David Sansing, Professor Emeritus of History, describes
his admiration for the chancellor.

Barnard opposed the war effort and tried to avoid the succession debate. His
brother was a Union general, and he felt many family ties to the North. Despite be
ing widely criticized, he was not alone at Ole Miss in his objection to the war. Several
other faculty and board members also advocated against succession. Even Jefferson
Davis, President of the Confederacy, respected Barnard and sympathized with his
anxiety for his students’ lives. Sansing notes the chancellor’s clear-sighted perspec
tive. “Barnard was larger than the events that were unfolding around him. He saw
much more than other people saw.”

“Barnard is just a fascinating man. He had so much energy. He was like a crooked

Overall, the University lost about $30,000 from unreimbursed payment for the

Color photo: Today, the Barnard Observatory building is the Center for the Study of Southern Culture, photo | VIRGINIA ENGLAND Black and white photo: The Observatory stands shortly after its construction
in 1859. photo | EDWARD C. BOYNTON COLLECTION. THE DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
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telescope lens. The expense represented about 10% of the total price for the bulk
of the cost went toward the actual construction of the structure. The Chicago As
tronomical Society purchased the telescope in 1863. The society paid the Clarks for
their work. The University of Mississippi received nothing.

Mississippi attorney Don Barrett gets fired up just thinking about it. He has con
sidered filing a lawsuit to get “our” telescope back. He insists that the telescope has
always been the University of Mississippi’s rightful possession since the university
paid for the lens, the most important part.
“The fact is that it didn’t belong to Alvan Clark. They should have held it until
the war was over and then delivered it.” The lost telescope is not only mourned for
its size, but for what it revealed. When Alvan Clark & Sons was testing the lens, they
found a double star. The discovery of Serious A and Serious B turned out to be one
of the top 20 discoveries ever made in astronomy, even including everything NASA
has accomplished. Dr. Summers, Professor of Astronomy and Physics at Ole Miss,
expounds on the magnitude of this finding.

“What they discovered was a star that was the same mass as the sun, but it’s a
hundred times smaller. It’s crushed, so they found a whole new thing.”
Today, the Ole Miss Department of Physics and Astronomy is located in Kennon
Observatory on the southeast side of campus. Summers is proud of the department
which owns, among others, a portable 25-inch Dobian telescope and a 17-inch Plane
Wace Corrected Dall Kirkham (CDK) telescope. Yet, there is no doubt that the lost
of Barnard’s telescope was great blow to the department. Summers shakes his head.
“If the war hadn’t broken out, we’d own that discovery. We would have gotten
credit for all of this, and the telescope would be in the Observatory. But, as it is, we
just get partial credit.”
It is almost unspeakably sad to realize the true ramifications of how the Civil War
wrecked the South. Though the war freed millions of people from slavery and hard
ship, many bright spots in the South were dimmed. The war crippled the University of
Mississippi academically through both the loss of the telescope and the man who built
it. Arguably the university’s greatest chancellor, Barnard left Ole Miss at the outbreak
of the war. He took his great talents to Columbia University in New York, where he is
credited with raising the university to it’s current worldwide prestige. Although he left

in disappointment, Barnard laid the foundation for his successors to finish his plans for
crafting a major modern university.
“I really think that if there’s a Heaven and Barnard is there, he’s smiling. He is say
ing, ‘Robert Kahyat did what I really wanted to do.’ But now look, don’t feel sorry
for Barnard. He did at Columbia what he didn’t get to do here,” Sansing says.

The telescope currently rests in Dearborn Observatory at Northwestern Univer
sity. It is used for introductory astronomy labs and is open to the public every Friday
night. “It is very important for our teaching mission,” Dr. David Meyers, Director of
the Dearborn Observatory, says. “It’s just spectacular to use our telescope to look at
the Moon, the moons of Jupiter or even Saturn’s rings.” He notes that the telescope
attracts about 2500 visitors every year.

Meanwhile, Barnard Observatory stands 620 miles south and bustles with a dif
ferent sort of activity. Now the Center for the Study of Southern Culture, the build
ing is filled with professors leading history discussions, Brown Bag Lectures in the
west wing conference room, and the Center’s quarterly newsletter, “The Southern
Register”, published in the upstairs offices. Created in 1974 as a means of directly
addressing the negative Southern image, the Center takes on problems and produces
problem solvers. Dr. Ted Ownby, Director of the Center, says the program seeks to
study, interpret and clarify the South in creative ways. The Southern Documentary
Project, the Southern Foodways Alliance and the Music of the South Conference are
just a few of the notable endeavors.

“People get to talk about the burden of southern culture. It is about bringing peo
ple together and creating a relationship between the past and the present,” Ownby
says.
Built to be a monument of scientific power, the observatory’s current significance
ventures far from what Barnard had planned. The dream of housing the world’s
largest telescope, has been largely lost. Most who frequent the building don’t know
or don’t care because, after all, the past is the past. Life in the aged brick structure
is busy. Days are strung together by classes, meetings, even publications. An anchor
to the University, it calmly keeps its past safe without dwelling on it. In its new
purpose, the elegant building is full of life. In tranquility, Barnard Observatory con
fidently faces the future.

Color photo: Today, a small circular table stands in the spot where the celebrated telescope would have gone, photo | PHILLIP WALLER. Black and white photos: Interior rooms show what the building looked
like back in the late 1800s. photos | THE OLE MISS YEARBOOK, 1897
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---- The University ofMississippi ----

MUSEUM
Nestled among the spreading oaks that line University Av
enue, one of Ole Miss’s most impressive cultural assets lies un
assumingly on the eastern edge of campus. The University of
Mississippi Museum and Historic Houses complex is a treasure
trove of creative works and a proud, enduring symbol of Oxford
and Ole Miss’s artistic heritage.

“We feature an extensive collection of art, and honestly, it’s
impressive for the smaller size of the museum,” says Alyssa
Yuen, Coordinator of Membership, Events and Communica
tions. “International scholars regularly contact us for access to
our collections. Even right now, our Georgia O’Keefe collection
is on lease.”

The museum complex began in 1939 with the opening of the
Mary Buie Museum, named after Oxford artist Mary Skipwith
Buie. The city of Oxford managed the museum until 1974,
when the university assumed the operation. Subsequent addi
tions to the original building have been made throughout the
years to accommodate the ever-growing art collection. The Kate
Skipwith Teaching Museum was added in 1977; in 1998, the
Seymour Lawrence Gallery was installed; and the Hattie Mae
Edmonds Gallery was opened in 2010.

However, some of the most inspiring works come from local
talent. The museum features the largest collection in the world
of paintings by the late Theora Hamblett. Inspired by visions
and a colorful imagination, Hamblett’s work marries whimsical
ity and bright colors with religious iconography and Southern
undertones. The exhibit showcased her trademark texture of
layered leaves on trees. Yuen says, “She’s a hot commodity. If
she’s not featured, people notice, so we try to keep a healthy
amount of her paintings up at all times.”

As shown throughout the expanding facilities, the museum
has accumulated an impressive array of paintings, sculptures
and scientific instruments. Airy sketches by Morris Graves dot
the white walls. The subdued romantic landscapes of Russell
Chatham create a window into a parallel world. Glennray Tu
tor’s vivid photorealism paintings pop from the canvases. The
breathtaking beauty and craftsmanship of the pottery, sculp
tures and mosaics in the David M. Robinson Memorial Col
lection of Greek and Roman Antiquities whisk admirers into
the distant past. Surprisingly, the museum only displays a mere
eight percent of its Greek and Roman art, which is arguably one
of the most important collections in the museum.

Another important exhibit that ran earlier this year was “Rec
ollection: 1980 - 2C 12” by famed ceramist Ron Dale. Dale, who
lives in Oxford and continues to create at his locally based Iron
dale Studio, worked for the university as a professor emeritus of
art until his recent retirement. The exhibit shows the evolution
of his three-dimensional work from black and white ceramic
still lifes to massive, fanciful tables and mirrors that seem to be
straight from the pages of Lewis Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland.
His expert use of color, depth and painted reflections provides
inspiration to viewers and artists alike.

With an average of 24,000 visitors annually, the museum
successfully incorporates the community through various pro

grams, especially for the younger generation. The outreach in
cludes Artzone, an afterschool art program, and Mini Masters,
which nurtures the inherent creativity that exists within all cu
rious toddlers. “We also host family activity days two to three
times a semester,” Yuen says. “But we don’t just have programs
for children. We frequently host brownbags, lectures and panel
discussions for our older crowd.”
With over 30 student workers, Ole Miss students also remain
an integral part of the museum. “Seeing the reactions of visitors
from all over the world is so fulfilling, says sophomore Thomisha Matthews with a big smile. “I personally appreciate having
the opportunity to get to work around beautiful art. It doesn’t
even feel like a job.”

The museum also owns and operates historical houses that
local literature luminaries once called home, the most famous
being Rowan Oak, the former home of William Faulkner. The
museum also operates the Walton-Young Historic House, the
former home of late local novelist and playwright Stark Young.

With so many opportunities for illumination, the University
of Mississippi Museum and Historic Houses complex embodies
the power that art holds when it successfully reaches the masses.
“As stewards of the art, we at the museum love being able to
provide people with emotional experiences directly connected
to the art,” says Yuen. “Seeing people be actively engaged with
and inspired by art is so rewarding. It’s why we do what we do.”

story | COLTON HERRINGTON

Top left: The front of the Kate Skipwith Teaching Museum sits on the eastern edge of campus off University Avenue. Bottom left and top right: The UM Museum featured works by local artist and former Ole Miss instructor Ron Dale
from Sept. 10, 2013 to Jan. 11, 2014. Dale's work includes pottery displays that merges the dimensions by making three dimensional pottery appear flat, photos | CADY HERRING AND KATIE WILLIAMSON

62

The Ole Miss | 2014

66
I personally appreciate having^
the opportunity to get to work
around beautiful art. It doesn't
even feel like a job.
sophomore

| THOMISHA MATTHEWS
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Ke pingCampusBeautiful

It's true. The Princeton Review named the University of Mississippi
the Most Beautiful Campus in 2013. So what's really behind Ole
Miss's obsession with being pretty?
story | BRACEY HARRIS

le Miss is beautiful when the Lyceum is surrounded by the

O

cancer or be the next Hannah Gay.” An alumnus of the university and the
medical school, Dr. Gay made medical history in 2012 by becoming the first
person to functionally cure an infant of HIV.

regal strawberry red tulips in the verdant spring. Ole Miss
is beautiful in the still, sultry sunshine in the quiet summer
months. Ole Miss is beautiful when the red and blue faith
When McManus says this, he truly means it. It’s not a spiel for more fund
ful swarm together underneath the golden Grove canopy
ing or a cheesy attempt to motivate his staff. According to numerous surveys,
on a crisp autumn Saturday. Ole Miss is even beautiful in
the campus visit is an important factor to many people’s decisions. Thanks to
winter with flowerbeds covered by a brief frosty snow. In everyallseason,
thework, the campus is an inviting sanctuary. Each year, on magical
the hard
charming campus extends graceful, beautiful welcome.
spring days prospects will be captivated by beauty of Ole Miss. One of them
may very well follow Dr. Gay as the next Ole Miss member of TIME Maga
For the past two years, The University of Mississippi has landed on two
zine
’s 100 Most Influential People.
highly regarded lists as “most beautiful campus.” But what makes the campus

beautiful?
In the 1960s, the answer was easy -- co-eds. Genteel debutantes from Jackson, the Delta and the Coast graced the campus with their high Mississippi
style. When Ole Miss students Mary Ann Mobley and Lynda Lee Mead were
crowned Miss America in succession, the legend of campus beauties reached
mythical proportions. Today, people still blush proudly when they hear “Ole
Miss redshirts Miss Americas.”
The leadership of Robert Khayat broadened the idea of campus beauty to
include the physical landscape. The chancellor emeritus helped fundraise an
estimated $750 million for campus renovation and projects. The results are
stunning. The picturesque campus is a photographer’s dream. The transforma
tion to a ideal university sanctuary requires tons of hard work and incredible
vision.

Dr. Martin Luther King stated that “All labor that uplifts humanity has dig
nity and importance and should be undertaken with painstaking excellence.”
In every way, the landscaping crew takes the King quote to heart. Every cam
pus has a grounds crew, but the Ole Miss team is special. The landscaping crew
has a keen sense of unity and identity. The crews intensify the camaraderie
through nicknames such as SWAT, the Delta Force, the Rough Riders, and the
All-Stars. The men and women of landscaping do not just simply mow grass
or plant bulbs in front of the Lyceum. They make landscaping an art. The
workers hold themselves constantly to a high level of expectations.A beautiful
campus is a very important selling point. Jeff McManus, director of Landscap
ing Services, makes no apology for the immense effort to give the campus a
lively natural beauty.

“Do you know who Hannah Gay is?” he asks earnestly.

With a beautiful campus, “You could help recruit someone who will cure
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The possibility is a rallying point for the entire landscape service team.

To keep the 1,000 acre Oxford campus pretty, the landscaping crew works
tirelessly. The numbers are impressive. The landscaping services staff plant
approximately 20,000 seasonal color plants, 10,000 tulip bulbs, and 10,000
daffodils year in the 19,000 square feet of plant beds. The team keeps over
ten miles of road clean. The clean-up crew removes 70 tons of trash from the
Grove after each game. Best of all, the landscaping team has planted over 5,300
trees since 2008.
The pretty campus enhances education at the Ole Miss. Dr. Ann FisherWirth has only one rule for her class -- pay attention. Instead of staring at
the iPhone screens, she tries to encourage more students take it in the natural
beauty of campus. To encourage environmental awareness, Fisher-Wirth pre
fers to hold class outdoors.
“I like to have the fresh air and the informal atmosphere. I have never
thought that education works best in boxes.”

Students attest that class outside makes the literature feel more alive. After
just one class in the Grove, her students ask to take the class outside on nearly
every sunny day.
Ole Miss is beautiful because of the vision of a former chancellor and his
team. Ole Miss is beautiful because of the countless hours of manpower and
dedication by individuals that many in the student body often fail to notice.
Ole Miss is beautiful when over 1,000 students come together at a candlelight
vigil to protest hateful acts on campus. Ole Miss is beautiful when thousands
gather on a Saturday morning in May to celebrate commencement. Ole Miss
is beautiful when its people come together.

Of course, there is no better scene for the Ole Miss family to gather than
perhaps the most beautiful campus in America.

I IM TO HAVE TIT
FRESH AIWMINRMI
/»fmeiwe never
WOT WAT EDUCATION
WIK BEST IE BOXES
professor | ANN FISHER-WIRTH

“For some reason, I’m just determined to be a part of
the journey that pushes the University of Mississippi in a
given direction, a direction in which all of its citizens are
comfortable about being here. Students should know they’re
in the right place. It’s been a two way street. The university
gave me an opportunity to explore my talents. It gave me an
opportunity to use its name in every positive and responsive
way. I guess it all equates to the fact that if I had to do it all
again, I’d do it all over again.”

assistant provost | DONALD COLE
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Homecoming
On the last weekend in October, the Ole Miss Rebels
welcomed to Oxford the Idaho Vandals for the big
game. The marching band, Double Decker bus, the
beautiful and handsome of the court and the smiles
all around made this a weekend to remember.

2014 | The Ole Miss 73
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Opposite: Oxford and University residents fill the town square for the Homecoming parade. Top left: Mr. Ole Miss Rob Pyron and Miss Ole Miss Kay Kay DeRossette. photos | ALEX EDWARDS Bottom left: Ole
Miss Rebelettes cheer on the crowds on the square. Top right: Ole Miss Most Beautiful 2013 Kyndal Hayes. Middle right: Ole Miss Basketball's Marshall Henderson dunks on the square at Square Jam. photos |
TYLER JACKSON Bottom right: Ole Miss Women's Basketball and Rebel Black Bear, photo | ALEX EDWARDS
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All photos: The 2013 Ole Miss Homecoming Court. Senior Megan McBeth was crowned
Homecoming Queen, photos | ALEX EDWARDS
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Top left: Students worked with Mayor Pat Patterson to pick trash off city roads, photo | THOMAS GRANING Top right and bottom left: State Veterans Home members enjoyed visits from Ole
Miss students. Opposite and bottom right: Students work to rake leaves at St. Peters Episcopal Church off the square in Oxford, photos | PHILLIP WALLER
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TIE-DYE DASH
Even a rainy Sunday afternoon could not dampen the excitement or dim the vibrant hues of the first Tie-Dye Dash Color Run,
sponsored by Ole Miss Student Affairs. The fundraiser supported breast cancer research through the Susan G. Komen Foundation.
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All photos: Students participate in the Office of Student Affairs and Campus Recreation TieDye Dash 5K in the Grove. photos | KATIE WILLIAMSON
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FAR from

HOME
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
"I miss my parents and the food. It's
so much healthier in Egypt. There’s so
much chemicals in the food here and
it’s hard to find natural food."

Every year, hundreds of students move from
their homes across the world and head to
Oxford, Mississippi to study abroad. So how
does Ole Miss compare to their homeland?
We thought we would ask a few to find out.

HODA ELBIH | Mansoura, Egypt

photos I VIRGINIA ENGLAND

"The weather is so different!
The winter is so cold here. The
campus is really beautiful, but the
transportation here is terrible, which
is hard because I like to shop."
ANDRÉ DAMAS | Alienas, Brazil
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"Everything is more peaceful here.
It's more modern, and it feels more
friendly. Students here are much
friendlier than in Poland."

AGNIESZKA GARNCARZ
Tarnowskie Gory, Poland

"What I miss most about home is the
food. Here it is so high-calorie and salty.
I have to go to Memphis to get Kimchi,
my favorite food from Korea.

HAERIN KIM | Kongju, South Korea

"My favorite thing is campus. I
love the buildings. It's so different
from what I'm used to.”
TOUMI MAROUA I Sétif, Algeria

"It's very simple here. No crime and the people
are very friendly. But it's difficult to connect
because of the language barrier."

MOSLEM ALHADEFY | Muscat, Oman
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THE DELTA
AS A CLASSROOM
A riveting place of contrasts, the Mississippi Delta gives depth to the Ole Miss education

In the middle of the pitch-black Delta cotton field, an old oneroom house made of fading wood planks and patches of rusty
metal sits under the stars, far from streetlights. Covered in color
ful, hand-painted signs, the building looks more like an aban
doned, graffiti-defaced shack than a legendary nightspot. This
is Po’ Monkeys Lounge, the last authentic juke joint standing in
the South. Located just outside of Merigold, Miss., this Delta
original isn’t a place you stumble upon—it’s a place you must
search for to find.

Last spring, a group of Ole Miss students and professors made
a late-night trek to Po’ Monkeys, turning off Highway 61 and
bouncing down a gravel road as bumpy as a washboard. Each car
left a trail of dust like the spray from a flying crop duster. After
taking in the outdoor decor—a prominent sign that reads “No
Loud Music, No Dope Smoking, No Rap Music” and a fencedin historical marker dubbing the establishment as a stop worthy
on the Mississippi Blues Trail—the crew ventured through the
doors, unsure of the experience to be had within.
Their expectations were not outrageous. Perhaps a few pool
tables, a blues tribute band, and drinks poured by a heavy hand—
a Delta twist on a typical night on the Square. But with one step
inside, they were in another world.
The same curious but apprehensive feeling overtakes any
one who crosses the border between the Mississippi Hills and
the Delta.

“You just have to soak up the atmosphere there,” Overby
Center Fellow Bill Rose said. A Delta native, Rose instructs a
small group of journalism students that travel to the Delta each
spring. The Delta Project, sponsored by Meek School of Journal
ism and the Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College, allows
a select group of students to spend a week reporting in the Delta.
The reporters take in the highs and lows of Delta society before
returning to Oxford to write their observations into print.
“The Delta itself is a great classroom,” Rose said. “You can
see the extremes of life there. You can see extreme poverty, you
can see extreme wealth, and you can see all the gradations in
between.”

To an outsider, the Delta appears as ground zero for poverty,
obesity and unsolvable racial divisions. But from the inside, the
Delta is revealed as a place bursting with artistic creativity, entre
preneurial opportunity and educational reform. These qualities,
both the good and the bad, are what the Meek School of Jour
nalism Depth Reporting Team attempts to reveal in its annually
published magazine.
Taken out of their classroom and comfort zones, from 60 miles
east of campus to Clarksdale and beyond, the students hope to
gain real-world journalism skills. Not only do they gain report
ing experience, but they return to Oxford with a broader outlook
on Delta society and the desire to make it a better place.

Opposite: Photo taken for The Delta Project, sponsored by Meek School of Journalism and the Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College. The Delta
Project allows select groups of students to spend a week reporting in the Delta during spring break, photo | KAITE WILLIAMSON
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“They meet people they never thought they’d meet, they get experiences they
never thought they’d experience, and all of that adds to the life experience of our
students,” Rose said. There is a great deal of personal growth these students un
dergo while reporting in a place historian James Cobb dubbed “the most southern
place on Earth.”
“The Delta experience really helped me to be able to go out of my comfort zone
to talk to people,” senior journalism major Lauren McMillin said. “I came away
from it with a few new adventures under my belt and a greater feeling of confi
dence when it comes to reaching out to others and being resourceful.”
The Delta also possesses great potential for improvement. These dynamic stu
dents can be change agents through their experiences and analysis of that flat,
fertile landscape.
“I really think the annual depth reports have the potential to foster change in
the Delta,” McMillin said. “If anything, they have the ability to really bring about
awareness and start conversations.”

Opportunities abound for Ole Miss students to experience and improve Delta
life. Members of the Trent Lott Leadership Institute can compete for a summer
internship with the Sunflower County Freedom Project, a non-profit that it tack
ling education reform by engaging young Deltans in its academically intensive
five-week program called Freedom Summer.
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“By providing them with a rigorous and structured classroom environment dur
ing the summer months and invaluable extra hours of instruction after school in
the fall and spring, [we] are empowering these students through education,” junior
public policy leadership major Joseph Duffy said. “We are giving them a chance
where their schools have failed them.” His work with the Sunflower County Free
dom Project not only gave him first hand experience in educational reform—it has
called him to take further action.
“Working with the SCFP allowed me to gain a more real understanding of per
vasive, widespread and deep-seeded inequality that persists in the Delta still today,”
Duffy said. “It was ultimately my time spent there that has inspired me to stay
here in Mississippi after graduation in order to work with others in trying to find
answers to these incredible problems.”

This past fall, another batch of students had the opportunity to experience Del
ta culture firsthand. Biology professor Clifford Ochs and Anthropology professor
Robbie Etheridge co-taught a course on the intertwining environmental and cul
tural histories of the Mississippi River.
“It’s really good for students... for everybody... to have a better understanding
of the area in which they live,” Ochs said. “A lot of us live pretty isolated lives
between the university and our little home in suburbia.”

In this honors special topics class, students from disciplines ranging from in
ternational studies to biology ventured from Clarksdale to Vicksburg. They even

spent a weekend canoeing down the mighty river. Again, students were intrigued
by the Delta mystique.

There’s a certain hospitality amongst the Deltas rustic setting—one that is just as

“I see the Mississippi Delta as a paradox. The area is the epicenter of much of
Mississippi’s suffering—where each problem we face reaches its utmost extreme.
But the Delta is also a rich source of cultural identity for the state,” junior public
policy major Kendall McDonald said. “I think the Delta becomes a symbol for the
complexity of the state of Mississippi and for the South in general.”

The Delta can also throw a party. There’s no wonder Ole Miss students travel
by the busload to enjoy a night of hazy blues at Ground Zero Blues Club or a jampacked Christmas social at Hobson Plantation in Clarksdale.

McDonald’s classmate, Hannah Wikoff, was similarly affected. “As someone
who had never been to the Delta before, I was excited to learn that the region
is not as destitute and dusty as I previously had thought,” junior biology major
Wikoff said. “The Delta is grossly under-appreciated and is an area integral to the
character of our state.”

way 61 and into Oxford. The festivities of Double Decker weekend rival Clarks
dale’s annual Juke Joint Festival. The coziness of a Delta nightcap can be recreated
with a few good friends and a round Old Fashioneds on the City Grocery balcony.

Despite its many problems and stereotypes, students have no problem immers
ing themselves in Delta culture.

captivating as it is confusing.

This entertainment culture, among other Delta qualities, trickles down High

Opposite left and right: Po' Monkeys

Lounge, the last authentic juke joint,
is located just outside of Merigold,
Miss, photo | THOMAS GRANING
Left: Ground Zero Blues Club is
located in Clarkesdale, Miss.
photo | ALEX EDWARDS.
Right: Names of Ground Zero's
many visitors adorn the walls.
photo | JARED BURLSON

The similarities run much deeper. Issues of discrimination and economic strug
gle still abound in our small university community.
“I think it’s important for cultivating a better society to know how your neigh
bors a little bit farther distance from your home are living. What you could do

“Our students at Ole Miss are very social. They love to talk, and so do people
in the Delta. Nobody has any trouble communicating there,” Rose said of his
students’ interviews.

to improve how other people live, or solve problems that all of us face, even in
Oxford, although some of us face them more than others,” Ochs said.

For many, the Delta is home. This year, over 2,700 students are from the flat
land. It’s also the birthplace of Archie Manning, Governor Haley Barbour, re
nowned potter Lee McCarty and Senator Trent Lott, among other Rebel greats.

into those rolling flatlands and a simple lift of the “magnolia curtain” to realize it.

As Ole Miss students, a little Delta is in all of us. It may take just a short drive
story | SARAH BRACY PENN
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Winter
With extreme weather catastrophes becoming the new norm, global climate change
paradoxically sent several cold fronts down through Mississippi from a spinning polar
vortex in early 2014. Far more often than usual, the Grove was blanketed in snow, the
bridges covered in slick ice, and salt sprinkled over the concrete walkways and stairs. With
temperatures in the single digits, tacky Christmas sweaters from grandma were worn a lot
this winter. But with the frequency of freezes increasing, the threshold for snow days was
raised, to everyone's dismay. Here's to a hotter summer.

Top left: Students play in the snow in front of Barnard Observatory during one of the snow days.
photo | NATHAN LATIL/OLE MISS COMMUNICATIONS. Top right: Students work to build a tiny
snowman, photo | THOMAS GRANING. Bottom left: Students enjoy the Grove and its dusting
of snow, photo | PHILLIP WALLER. Bottom right: The Lyceum hours after snow began to fall over
Oxford, photo ! ALEX EDWARDS
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ROTC
story I COLTON HERRINGTON
few hours before the sun rises, the three detachments of
vies for the win, but the victor usually depends on the content of the
Ole Miss ROTC convene on the front steps of the Turner
event. Rotating each year, one branch designs the events. This year, Air
Center. Each cadet and midshipman arrives on time in spite
Force has set up the competition.
of the howling wind and piercing rains that pummel cam
“We tried not to emphasize the physicality like previous years. We
pus on this Halloween morning. But this isn’t just another
wanted it to be more of a mental game because strategizing is another key
morning for the young men and women of Ole Miss ROTC. Like the
way to achieve. It’s not all about brute force,” Air Force Cadet Makohin
lightning streaking across the predawn sky, the anticipation is electric
said.
among the military hopefuls. Jeering and joking melt into obedience and
Set up like a triathlon, this year’s Tri-Service is separated into three
discipline as soon as the doors open. They begin to form up into their
events: a swimming relay, a relay race and a strategy course. Events are
respective branches: Navy and Marines, Air Force and Army. The time for
worth a different amount of points; ten for the swimming event and relay
the annual Tri-Service competition is at hand.
race; thirty for the strategy course. Placing second and third in each event
Every year, the three branches come together to challenge each other in
place
also gains points.
the Tri-Service, which tests both physical strength and tactical skill. Each

A

branch remains just as hopeful that they’ll be holding the victor’s trophy
in the end.

Senior Army Cadet Cullen Coker says of Army’s chances for a win,
“Army has pretty good chances this year. We’re all in great physical condinon.
Sophomore Air Force Cadet Patrick Makohin says, “Since Air Force
provided the events this year, I’d like to see us come out with the win.”
Sophomore Navy Midshipman Becky Whatley says confidently, “Navy
has a very solid chance of winning considering we won last year. We have
momentum.”

With a trophy and bragging rights at stake, each detachment fiercely

The swimming relay, is set up as a 5x50 meter medley race with five
members from each branch doing five alternate swimming techniques.
The medley begins and ends in a splash, and Army emerges as the victor.
Immediately after, the fall of feet and the cheers of cadets and midship
men thunder throughout the duration of the relay race held on the track
above the basketball courts. In a flash, Navy runs away with the win.
Now, comes the time for the strategy course. Seven members of each
sect work together to complete the course, which is broken into three sec
tions. Throughout the course, each team has to pick up cards that explain
how to complete each section. The challenge functions as a way to test
teamwork and the ability to follow directions.

Opposite: ROTC members carry flags in Paris Yates Chapel. The flags represent each of the three branches that are a part of the Ole Miss ROTC. photo | THOMAS GRANING
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All photos: ROTC members from all branches participate in their annual Tri-ROTC Competition. All three of the branches competed for the trophy, pictured above, photos | THOMAS GRANING
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The tasks include low-crawling, avoiding “mines” (represented
by cones), and carrying a “wounded” comrade through obstacles,
among others. For a while, all three branches are neck-and-neck,
but near the end, Navy pulls ahead and emerges as the winner of
both the strategy course and the Tri-Service competition. Navy
and Marines alike rally excitedly around the trophy. Air Force,
despite not placing first in any event, accumulates enough points
to place second. Army gracefully places third.
“It’s just healthy competition, and it’s good to see the other
branches and what they can accomplish,” Army Cadet Coker
says following the event. Instead of harsh feelings, friendly banter
amongst members of all three branches continues just as it did
earlier. Afterall, they are just three segments of the same entity.
Junior Navy Midshipman Courtney-Marie Laureys embodies
this spirit of unity when she says, “We are all on the same side,
and we are all working toward the same goal of one day serving
our country.” Army Cadet Coker echoes Midshipman Laureys
succinctly when he says, “One team. One fight.”

TRAINING COMMISSIONED OFFICERS
When the Ole Miss ROTC was established in 1936, it was
one entity. Later years would see the division and creation of the
three branches, and this division is only natural. Air Force, Navy
and Marines, and Army all function very differently in real life.
A curriculum of classes is established and tailored for each in
dividual branch extending from one hundred to five hundred
level courses. These classes range from scientific and skill-based
to special leadership labs in which cadets and midshipmen learn
to build leadership skills and put them to use in controlled situ
ations.

The training extends beyond the classroom. Each summer,
midshipmen and cadets are given the opportunity to hone their
talents and gain experience through special programs and courses
located throughout the country to prepare them for the various
challenges and aspects of a life in the military.
ROTC also emphasizes physical fitness. Depending on the
branch, a student could potentially wake up before dawn five
times a week to physically train. Cadets and midshipman call this

PT for short, and it can be grueling. “Yea, getting up early for
PT is my favorite,” freshman Navy Midshipman Bailey Rhodes
jokes. Her friend, freshman Marine Midshipman Alaina Bierdz,
quickly chimes in, “It may not be the most fun, but it’s a bond
ing experience. I’ve made some great friends since joining.” This
also highlights another important factor in ROTC: fellowship.
“Brotherhood and unity are integral in ROTC and just one of
many reasons why I love it,” Air Force Cadet Makohin says.
“I’ve always wanted to join the military. ROTC provides an
avenue for me to get an education and learn the skills that will
enable me to be the best that I can be for the good of our country.
I just want to give back to our nation.”

Army Cadet Coker expounds even further on the role that
ROTC plays in the lives of the students and asserts its value. He
says, “ROTC extends beyond just preparing us for our future in
the military. It allows us to build skills that better us as a person
and instills discipline and a sense of responsibility that is impor
tant in day to day life.”

Regardless of why anyone joins, all three branches lead to the
same destiny: a future in the military. The ultimate culmination
of every cadet’s and midshipman’s hard work is being commis
sioned into active duty after graduation. Every student is re
quired to serve, and the position given and the time served vary
from person to person and branch to branch. In the end, every
member of ROTC is eager to begin his or her military career, and
it all comes down to one reason summed up eloquently by Air
Force Cadet Makohin, “Freedom isn’t free. Someone has to fight
for it, and we all aspire to help protect the American way of life.”
Many members of ROTC actively work against any stereo
types that may be placed upon them by their peers at Ole Miss,
and no one tackles these better than Navy Midshipman Laureys.
“I want our fellow students to know that being in ROTC
doesn’t just mean that we get up early to work out, wear our
uniforms on Thursdays or that girls have no place in it. Being in
ROTC means that we, both young men and young women, are
training to become a member of the United States military after
graduation. We want to give back, we want to serve and we’ll be
darn good at it.”

Going Natural

"What started out as a few people choosing to reject the norm
of chemically straightened hair has now become a movement of
empowerment and expression among black women at Ole Miss."

“I did it in my best friend’s bathroom. June 1st, twelve o’clock
in the morning.” With that precise memory, sophomore criminal
justice major Destiny Lundy recalls cutting off all of her hair
after deciding to go natural. “I asked for a pair of scissors and
chopped it right off.”

A quick search for “natural hair” on Google will bring up hun
dreds of sites and pictures of black women and men who have
abandoned chemical relaxers and perms, embracing their natural
kinks. Just walking to class you can begin to see afros, braids,
waves, curls, and kinks in many styles and textures. What started
out as a few people choosing to reject the norm of chemically
straightened hair has now become a movement of empowerment
and expression among black women at Ole Miss and in America.

LaToya Anderson, a student currently seeking a masters of sci
ence in Health Promotions, describes growing up with chemi
cally relaxed hair. “It was very routine for me to get a relaxer every
four weeks to straighten my hair. We were always taught as black
women that your hair is supposed to be straight and when your
new growth’ comes in it’s not wanted. It’s not what you want to
look like.”

“A lot of people feel they are unattractive when they wear
their natural hair because we place so much importance on
unnatural beauty,” says 2009 alum Courtney Flemings. A

graduate from the Art Department, Flemings started her own
business, called Kissable Curls. She is both a teacher and styl
ist for black women in the Olive Branch/North Mississippi
area who are choosing to go natural.
“I named it Kissable Curls because I wanted it to be like when
you think of curly hair you think of putting on lipstick. When
you put on lipstick you feel sexy; it makes you feel like somebody
wants to kiss you.” With the name’s meaning, Flemings captures
the very essence of the natural hair movement. “I feel like we
should feel that way about our hair. When you wear your hair
out and you’re rocking your curls, I want you to feel like you are
kissable. If we can fall in love with something that is naturally oc
curring that is ours, we can start feeling more empowered about
ourselves.”

At a natural hair forum, held by the Sigma Gamma Rho soror
ity on campus, Flemings googled “beautiful women.” The results
were unfortunately non-surprising. The iPad she passed around
was plastered with faces of white women with straight hair. The
almost universal aesthetic, which favors straight hair, is extremely
pervasive and provides the basis for the some of the disadvantages
to going natural for some black women.

Typically, there are two ways that most black women go natu
ral. The first is to stop chemically relaxing, or chemically straight-
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ening, the hair and allow the naturally occurring texture of the hair to grow under
neath. This method allows the woman to grow their natural hair to a comfortable
length then cut the connected chemically relaxed ends off. The second option,
sometimes called “the big chop”, involves cutting all the hair off at the root and
allowing the hair to grow back in completely natural.
Anderson discusses her friends’ reactions to her decision to cut off all of her hair.
“People are afraid of what they aren’t familiar with. For me, people had only seen
me with long straight hair. They didn’t know me any other way. In this society,
beauty reins over all. So me without hair, to them, equated ugliness.”

Still, many women continue to chemically straighten their hair because of the
pervasive perspective. One word, in particular, proves very discouraging. “I had a
lady come to me and say, ‘I love what you’re doing with this natural hair thing but
I can’t go natural because my hair is nappy.’ ” Flemings says.
The word “nappy” has become a word of contention because of its negative con
notation among the black community, especially among black women.
“I take offense to the word. It prevents people from seeing the very natural
beauty in their hair. People who still get relaxers, after a month of their hair start
ing to grow out, they are all of a sudden calling their hair nappy’ and it gets talked
about in a negative way,” LaToya Anderson says regarding how she feels about the
word. “I just say your hair isn’t nappy. You just need to learn how to manage it. It
can be beautiful. It is beautiful already.”

Countless black women on this campus can attest to Anderson’s testimony that
natural hair is inherently beautiful.

“There are so many things you can do with your hair. If you want to wear it
straight you definitely can. If you want to wear it really big you can. If you want
to wear it kind of tiny you can; there are just so many things you can do with it.”
Flemings describes what she likes about her natural hair.
Destiny Lundy, who did the big chop in her friend’s bathroom also runs track
for the university. “I don’t have to worry about sweating out my perm or wearing a
bandana or keep it slicked down any more. Also, I can style it and not worry about
it messing up when it’s in the wind.”

Lundy also discovered a particularly interesting benefit: instant recognition. “I
always told people, come track season my afro will be huge, and I will love it and
everybody is going to know that that is Destiny Lundy running around the track
with the huge afro!”
story | NATHANIEL WEATHERSBY

Opposite top row photos: (left to right) Ashley Pratt, Deja Samuel, Latoya Anderson,
Buki Alabi. Opposite bottom row photos: (left to right) Christina Sallis, Keilettia Alford,
Breanna McDonald, Chealsea Williams Simpson. Left: Hope Owens-Wilson
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it was a
step toward
LOVING
myself

- Ole Miss Theatre
The Ole Miss Theatre Department picked a powerful lineup of pro
ductions this fall. While offering the familiar, upbeat musical Hairspray,
which ran this November to sold-out crowds, the theatre department did
not shy away from tackling raw social issues. In October they held a pro
duction of The Laramie Project, a play that addresses the brutal 1998
murder of gay college student Matthew Shepard.
The play, which itself addresses homophobia, became the target of
homophobic slurs on opening night, when a group of students in the
audience began heckling cast members and shouting hate speech. Their
comments derided performers’ body types and perceived sexual orienta
tions. Though shaken and in some cases driven to tears, the cast contin
ued bravely with the show.
The incident received widespread press, including an article in The
New York Times. In a statement to the magazine Queerty, Matthew
Shepard’s mother Judy Shepard called it a “sad irony” that audience mem
bers would shout homophobic slurs during a play that addresses efforts to
combat such hate speech. That irony is apparent in the poignant “Angel

Action” scene from the production, in which protesters dressed as angels
spread their wings in order to obscure homophobic picket signs held by
Westboro Baptist Church members.
Garrison Gibbons, a BFA acting major and Laramie cast member,
shared his experience of the incident in blog posts for The Huffington Post
and the Human Rights Campaign’s blog. Response on campus included
efforts by the University Bias Incident Response Team (BIRT) to open
up educational dialogues with the students in attendance at Laramie. The
cast itself received an encouraging video message from the Broadway cast
of Big Fish. Senior theatre student Jade Genga, a member of the Laramie
cast, expressed the cast’s appreciation for the response on and off campus.

“We were so inspired by all the people from Ole Miss and from across
the country who reached out to us to let us know we were supported. We
were just so proud to be part of a community that stood up for equality
among all people. I’ve never been more proud to be an artist and an Ole
Miss Rebel.”
story | CHARLES MCCRORY

All photos: The Laramie Project preformed at Meek Auditorium. Oie Miss Theatre produces 4-5 shows a year, ranging from musicals to one acts and full-length plays.
photos | PHILLIP WALLER
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E HERE
The (Very) Gradual Acceptance of the Ole Miss LGBT Community
story | BENJAMIN HURSTON
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my brain

started to catalogue memories again. Though I hadn’t been to
sleep in nearly 24 hours, I was just beginning to wake up for
the first time since the drinks took over. I didn’t know where I
was, but I knew I didn’t want to stay there. I didn’t know what
had happened, but I didn’t want to know.
As I regained consciousness, I noticed a beautiful redhead
sobbing on the floor next to me. I knew instinctively that it
was my fault she was crying, and the realization was enough to
make me break down myself. Through the tears, I began to try
and make sense of the situation at hand:

Its July 2009. Abby, a rising sophomore, has brought me, an
incoming freshman, to Memphis for an Ole Miss fraternity rush
party. Ive had too much to drink, and now we are both crying on
a hotel room floor. I must have said something to her that I would
never have said soberly.
108
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Suddenly, nausea took over. Part of it, surely, was the vodka/
coke/Budweiser mixture poisoning my insides, but there was a
more sickening realization making its way into my thoughts.
Surely I didn't tell her. Please tell me I didn't. Did I?

A few moments later, she confirmed what was, at the time,
my greatest fear.
“Ben, I’m not crying because I’m upset with you. I accept
you for exactly who you are. I’m crying because I’m scared for
you,” she said, struggling to look me in the eyes. “I’m scared
because I know how hard it’s going to be for you. For a lot of
people, it's not okay to be gay at Ole Miss.”
As I considered that last sentence on the long drive home the
next day, hangover in full moral and physical force, I promised
myself two things. The first was that I was not really gay. That
scarlet word was reserved for the guys with the limp wrists and

the girls who played softball. It was for the ones who had given
in, the ones who had stopped fighting. I wouldn’t stop fight
ing. The second was this: I would never give anyone at school
a reason to doubt my sexuality. If being gay wasn’t okay at Ole
Miss, I would learn what was and fashion myself accordingly.

Since then, as I’ve learned about the journey that others like
me have taken, I’ve found that I’m not the only one to approach
my time at The University of Mississippi with a plan of secrecy.

ON PAPER, Barrett Beard probably had one of the most suc
cessful senior years any Ole Miss student could have.
In 2008, his peers named him Colonel Reb, the highest
honorary position for a male student. He served as senior class
president, was an innaugural member of the Columns Society

and held top positions in his fraternity. The next spring, he was
inducted into the prestigious Hall of Fame. But underneath all
the accomplishments, Beard was reeling in fear, a fear he’d been
carrying since he stepped onto campus four years earlier.

A freshman in the fall of 2005, Beard made a vow to himself
that he would never tell anyone about his sexuality or act on it
in any way until he had graduated. There was no other option.
“Ole Miss was just not the place to be gay,” he says over the
phone from his apartment in New York City. “Had I come out
then, people would have judged the fuck out of me.”
A handsome, seemingly normal kid from Memphis, Beard
found it quite easy to make friends once on campus. He joined
a fraternity, got involved in leadership positions and was even
selected for a highly competitive spot as an orientation leader.
In fact, it was only during his training to become an orientation
leader that Beard says he ever heard the Ole Miss administra
tion mention the subject of gay students.

“Whitman Smith [Director of Enrollment Services] was the
only one to even approach the subject of homosexuality while I
was there,” Beard says. “Nobody else ever addressed it.”

from students and the administration left him desperate to es
cape to a more accepting part of the country upon graduation.
“Those last eight months, I would stay at one or two people’s
houses and would stick to just my four or five friends. It was
not a good time,” he says. “I left Ole Miss in a fury.”

A FEW WEEKS AFTER Beard graduated and set out to get his
master’s at Columbia University in New York, I arrived in Ox
ford for freshman orientation. My friend’s warning from that
drunken night in Memphis was still simmering at the front of
my mind, and I was determined to keep my sexuality a secret.
I was determined to be accepted.

I began school that fall as a terrified freshman with a clean
slate. I didn’t dare tell anyone. I didn’t dare touch anyone. I
changed the way I dressed, the way I talked, the way I walked.
And to my delight, I was accepted. I pledged a fraternity, joined
the ASB Senate and became active in religious organizations.
I was accepted, but I was terrified.

In the fall of 2008, Beard made the decision to run for Colo
nel Reb. Around that same time, JuicyCampus, an anonymous
online confession board for college campuses, had just made its
way to Ole Miss. Students were using the site to gossip ruth
lessly about their peers. The website’s first thread centered on
girls who were thought to be promiscuous. The second was
titled, “Barrett Beard: Does Anybody Think Barrett’s a Little
on the Funny Side?”

I was scared to get too close to any of my new friends for
fear that they’d be able to sense my “disease.” I was afraid to
look at my old friends from high school out of fear that they
already knew and might expose me to this new world I was
fooling. A newcomer on a campus that boasted largely in its
‘party school’ reputation, I was hesitant to drink alcohol, fear
ful of repeating another night like the one I’d had earlier that
summer.

“I remember it perfectly because I had posttraumatic stress
disorder for years after that,” he says.

But many others had experienced much similar nights with
much greater consequences long before me.

By the end of the first day, there were 85 posts by people call
ing him a “faggot” and men alleging they’d had sex with him.
The number only went up over the coming weeks. Beard says
he watched helplessly as the views rose from 1,000 to 5,000 to
10,000. Yet on campus, he and everyone else attempted to go
on about their lives, pretending that nothing was happening.
“I only had one professor ask me ‘how have you been do
ing?”’ he said. “As close as I was with the administration, I
didn’t have any outreach from anyone.”

Though Beard did end up winning the Colonel Reb elec
tion, he said the impact of the rumors and the lack of support
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AL POVALL was a student at Ole Miss from 1959-1963, a
four year stretch during which the Rebels only lost two foot
ball games. The student population was about 3,000, and most
everybody knew everyone else. Back then, football cheerlead
er was an elected position and served as a stepping-stone to
higher offices. Having been nominated by his fraternity, Povall
cheered alongside some big names, including former U.S. Sen
ator Trent Lott. But there is another man, not at all famous,
whom he remembers equally well from those days.
2014 | The Ole Miss
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“I won’t give you his name, but he was a very handsome,
athletic-looking guy,” Povall says over the phone from his Ox
ford home. “And he was at school on a military scholarship.”

According to the story that Povall heard, one night after the
man had been drinking heavily at his fraternity house, he made
a drunken advance on a freshman male pledge. The pledge re
ported him, and his fraternity kicked him out. But the fallout
didn’t stop there.

“The military, up until recently, had an absolute zero toler
ance for gay members,” Povall says. “He lost his scholarship,
left school and we never heard anything from him after then.”
The incident was more than just good gossip for Povall and
the rest of the squad. It was an eye opener. It was the first time
he and many of his colleagues had ever considered the possibil
ity that someone they knew might actually be gay.

“It just wasn’t even a topic of discussion on campus because
we didn’t think we had any gay people,” he remembers. “I don’t
even think I knew about lesbians when I was in college.”

DESPITE THE FEAR that I initially brought with me, as
time went by I began to recognize a change in the attitude
among my peers. Among certain populations, I noticed a grow
ing acceptance at Ole Miss in terms of race, sexuality and other
common dividers. Though conditions were far from ideal, they
certainly didn’t seem to be as bad as I had come to believe upon
my arrival. As a result, that fear I had been harboring, that fear
of not being accepted, slowly began to dissolve.

As my confidence in both myself and my fellow students
continued to grow, I began to let go of some of the attempts I
had been making to fit in. I quit Senate - or was kicked out,
rather, for excessive absences. I dropped my fraternity the sum
mer before my junior year. I even opened up about some of my
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Though the small Ole Miss community was forced to finally
come to terms with the existence of gay students on campus, an
attitude of intolerance persisted through the next few decades.

Gottis To Vie. T *A$ toiM

Gerald Walton came to campus as a graduate student in
1956 and retired from the University in 1999 with a long list of
titles, including dean of the college of liberal arts and provost.
He remembers an instance in the ‘80s involving two same-sex
faculty members who were discovered to be in a relationship.
Though both were able to keep their jobs, Walton says one
of them was forbidden from entering the building where the
other was located.
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“Given where we were when I first came to Ole Miss in 1956
to now, the amount of progress and acceptance [for the LGBT
community] is almost 180 degrees,” he says.

Povall agrees, admitting that in terms of progress, he can
barely compare the Ole Miss of his undergraduate days to the
school that he sees now.

“It’s like comparing the space shuttle to the first wheel some
where in our long forgotten past,” he says. “Let me just say, the
attitude in the ‘60s would have been overtly hostile to anyone
thought to have been or found to have been homosexual.”
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religious doubts to devout students and ministers on campus.
For the most part, people treated me exactly the same. Some
even seemed to respect me more for being myself.
I didn’t realize it, but the freedom from generic Ole Miss
society constraints coupled with the acceptance I felt from oth
ers began adding weight against the wall I’d built to hide my
sexuality. It wasn’t that I necessarily had a desire to tell people
who I really was. I was just having trouble remembering why I
had hidden myself in the first place.
Gradually, I began to consider pushing open that all-tooprecious closet door.

FOR MYKKI NEWTON, the decision to come out wasn’t
something she ever had the luxury of considering.

Born Michael Newton in Huntsville, Ala., she spent the
first 40 years of her life as a man, making a career as an actor
and journalist. As Mike, she lived in New York City for over
a decade, acting primarily on the stage. She also worked as an
anchorman for various news programs around the country and
even made her way to Ole Miss in the early ‘90s for a stint as
the broadcast news coordinator for the public relations depart
ment. But behind a seemingly successful career, she was hiding
a secret that had begun to threaten her life.
“I had to do it, or I was going to die,” says Newton, who is
the videographer and editor for the Meek School of Journalism
and New Media on campus. “I was going to drink myself to
death, which was a by-product of years of hating myself and
not understanding why.”

Working as an anchor for an ABC-affiliate in Memphis,
Newton broke her two-year contract with the news station in
late 2000 and finally did what she had known she needed to do
for years: she began transitioning to a woman. Though she had
spent most of her life making a living in front of an audience,
she knew that kind of visibility wasn’t conducive to the process
that lay ahead. Naturally, she decided to call an old friend at a
school with a history of intolerance and violence. She wanted
to know if the University of Mississippi was hiring.
“I wasn’t nervous about transitioning here at all,” she says
from her office in Farley Hall, her abundance of jewelry chim
ing with each head turn and hand movement. “I felt safe here
on campus because I knew that [then-Chancellor] Dr. Khayat
and Dr. Gloria Kellum [former vice chancellor for University
Relations] were committed to respecting everyone on campus.”

Now, nearly 15 years since she came back to Ole Miss, New
ton says she has never been disrespected by anyone.
“It’s always been kindness,” she says. “People treat me like
anybody else. I don’t feel shunned. I’ve always felt comfortable.”

Though she loves to rave about the acceptance she has come
to know in Oxford, Newton says her friends consistently ask
her why she didn’t go back to New York or somewhere more
‘tolerant,’ where she could transition in complete anonymity.

Left: Nathaniel Weathersby, president of Ole Miss Pride Network, leads a discussion at a candlelight vigil on the steps of the Lyceum on Sunday, Oct. 13,2013. Right: Mykki Newton works in her office in Farley Hall, photos | PHILLIP WALLER

“I could have gone back to New York and blended in, but
I’m so glad I didn’t because here I’m not hidden,” she says. “I
was hidden for so long in my life, which caused me so much
pain, and I never want to feel that again. Here, in all of my
glory, whatever it is, people know it and they see it. I know that
I’m accepted.”

got didn’t seem to fit the description of the place I had gotten
back before my freshman year. People were making eye con
tact with me more often, smiling in my direction more readily,
and giving me more attention than I’d ever gotten when I was
struggling to seem straight. And I was treating people differ
ently too. Where before, I held people at arm’s length in order
to keep them from getting to know me too well, suddenly I was
actually pursuing depth in those relationships.

THREE YEARS AFTER my first, drunken coming out in a
Memphis hotel room, I finally decided to tell my close friends
and family that I was gay in October of 2012. There were, of
course, many tears shed in the process, but there were just as
many hugs. To my surprise, everyone took it remarkably well.
Even my ex-girlfriend still wanted to be my friend.

Maybe Ole Miss is a perfectly okay place for a gay person after
all, I began to think. Then, The Laramie Project happened.

Interestingly, as the news slowly spread around campus to
former fraternity brothers and religious affiliates, the reaction I

ON OCTOBER 1, 2013, the Ole Miss theater department’s
production of a play called The Laramie Project was interrupt
ed by homophobic slurs. The play, itself, tells the story of an
openly gay male named Matthew Shepard, who was murdered

in 1998 because of his sexuality. According to Rory Ledbetter,
the play’s director, a group of students in the audience used
“borderline hate speech,” calling one of the characters a “fag,”
among other things.

“When I first heard about it, I was like, ‘Oh shit,”’ says Na
thaniel Weathersby, president of Ole Miss’s Pride Network.
“And then that was followed by a whole lot more curse words.”
Senior English and ceramics major Amy Marceaux, a les
bian, had a similar reaction.
“I cried off and on for days,” she says. “I was raging pissed
that it happened, but mostly I was deeply disappointed and dis
gusted that it occurred on the anniversary of Matthew’s death.”

Though the incident was followed by the swift reaction of
heavy media coverage, a candlelight vigil that Marceaux calls
“poorly advertised,” and a University-mandated discussion for
all of the students present at that night’s performance, both
2014 | The Ole Miss
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Marceaux and Weathersby say it wasn’t enough. Kaitlyn Barnes,
the President of Pride for the 2012-2013 school year, agrees.
“People are not willing to accept that there’s a campus-wide
culture that allowed that to happen,” she says. “They want to
single out the students for what they said, but the truth is every
single one of us is responsible for what happened that night.”

Barnes, Weathersby and Marceaux all admit that Ole Miss is
fortunate not to have had to deal with sexual discrimination turn
ing violent on its campus yet. Still, they all insist that the campus
is not a totally safe place for LGBT students to be out.

“As gays on campus, we don’t have a real home base,” says
Marceaux. “It’s very much an individual experience on campus
as a homosexual.”
“We’re not having gay bashing, but queer students aren’t wel
come,” agrees Barnes, a senior classics major from Jackson who
identifies as a straight ally. “They aren’t welcome in the Grove.
They aren’t welcome in the fraternities or sororities. They’re not
welcome in the culture.”

Senior painting major Nathan Adams says he’s experienced this
Southern inhospitality firsthand. A former fraternity guy from
Yazoo City, Miss., Adams came out a year ago to a reasonably
accepting group of family and friends. However, he says since
he began dating his first boyfriend in the fall, he’s been getting
a much more negative reaction from friends and strangers alike.

“We were just walking around the Square one day - we weren’t
holding hands or anything - and this one car drove around three
times yelling ‘Faggots!’ at us,” he recalls. “I was incredibly angry,
but my boyfriend helped to calm me down.”
Adams’ English professor Jaime Harker, a lesbian, says she also
wonders how far the University has actually come in its progres
sion toward LGBT acceptance.
“There’s kind of a tacit acceptance; ‘we’ll accept you, but let’s
never talk about it,”’ she said in an e-mail. “That’s certainly a vast
improvement over ‘we’ll fire you and beat you up,’ but... we need
to publicly acknowledge the LGBTQ community and work to
improve the campus climate.”

In order to do that, Harker says the administration must work
on policies affecting student housing, community outreach and
education about queer studies. Thankfully, some of that may ac
tually be happening in the near future.

Harker says that last spring, for the first time, the University
administration showed a direct interest in acknowledging the

LGBT community and learning how to improve their culture.
She is now a part of a task force that is working on recommenda
tions that will serve as the beginning of improvement.
“The truth is that we are already an integral part of the UM
community. We aren’t outsiders waiting to be let in. The more we
make that clear, consistently, in every aspect of community and
policy, the better.”

" „IT'S NOT OKAY TO BE GAY AT OLE MISS."

It’s now been almost five years since my friend Abby Olivier
lovingly cautioned me about the lack of acceptance the Ole Miss
community has for LGBT students, yet her words remain stuck
in my mind like a certain ex-mascot does to this campus.

Is it okay to be openly gay at Ole Miss? My own experience tempts
me to say “yes.” Yet, when I listen to the testimonies of other
students and faculty members who have seen or experienced per
secution over recent years, I’m left with an almost unanimous
response: Not yet.

Yes, more students are feeling comfortable enough to come
out, but are any of these students actually confident enough to
hold hands with a partner on campus? Yes, previously homopho
bic people are learning to hand out hugs when their friend comes
out to them, but are they as welcoming when that friend brings
a boyfriend or girlfriend over to their house? Yes, the administra
tion is willing to hold a discussion for students directly affected
by hate speech, but is it ready to address the issue of a transgen
dered freshman who has to live in a gender-specific residence hall?
The ‘incident’ surrounding The Laramie Project was an unfor
tunate, momentary relapse by a school that has worked tirelessly
to rid itself of a history of prejudice. The University of Mississippi
isn’t the only school that has had to deal with discriminatory acts,
but what separates Ole Miss from many other schools is that we
choose to address these acts publicly. If there is hope to be found,
it’s that our university is willing to bring attention to its own
faults in hopes of progress. At the very least, our school cannot go
on pretending that we have already fixed the problem.

“We have obviously come a long way at the University of
Mississippi, but we still have a long way to go, and that’s with
everything,” Mykki Newton says. “If you don’t want to under
stand, you won’t understand. We’re not forcing it down anyone’s
throats. We’re just here, and we have the right to exist.”

Opposite top: Senior English and
ceramics major Amy Marceaux.
Opposite bottom: Senior painting
major Nathan Adams. Left and
bottom right: A group of students
attend a candlelight vigil on the
steps of the Lyceum on Sunday, Oct.
13,2013. photos | PHILLIP WALLER
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HATE
with
round an hour after offices closed on Mon
day, February 17, the email filtered into the
students’ inboxes. The open letter briefed the
reader on the nature of yet another racially
charged incident on campus.

A

At dawn of Sunday morning, the bronzed statue of civil
rights hero James Meredith had been draped with a vin
tage Georgia flag with its Confederate-era imagery and
the hard fist of a rope noose around the neck. Symboli
cally, the statue had been vandalized. With the alumni as
sociation’s $25,000 reward in place, the university vowed
to urgently take action against this completely pernicious
gesture.

Many hoped that, unlike the previous incidents, the
outcome of the statue desecration would be different.
Surely the university, with all its experience and determi
nation, could bring some sort of equivocating justice. Yet
the case proved to be complicated. From the barrage of
tips, authorities identified the culprits as three white male
freshmen. At press time, no charges had been filed and
no names released. Though their act of intimidation hurt
many, the vandals were protected by some slight techni
calities, the university’s legal obligation to protect student
information and the complicit silence from the knowing
few of the Ole Miss student body. At least a month later,
the rest of the student body was left to resolve the hurt,
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..j. a nrotest at the statue on Tuesday, February 18th. photo | NATHAN LATIL/OLE MISS COMMUNICATIONS. Right: Callie Daniels holds a sign in protest, photo | THOMAS GRANNING.
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Left: Senior journalism major Jonece Dunigan ica

i
i
The vandalism
the pain, the fear without a clear sense or ciosu
became yet another lesson in conflict which no one aske to earn.
In the student body, there was no universal reaction to the news
of the vandalism. Some people were numbed by the shock. Many
were dumbfounded. More than a few felt fear. Distressed, some
people struggled to sleep. Some grimaced but let the news slide off
their backs. Others shook their heads and tried to move on. Some
lamented the bad press. Others seethed in anger. Some just sighed,
worn out by the seeming cycle of racially charged incidents. Some
chose not to care, even wondering what was the big deal. Others
dismissed the incident as a very distasteful example of freshman
foolishness. A few, perhaps, snickered. Almost everyone thought
“not again.” Sadly, many people felt not welcome at Ole Miss.
People wondered what could they do to fight the hateful act.
Like the Meredith statue, people longed to take an irrevocable step
forward. Many chose to fight hate with love, taking the high road
instead of remaining mired in frustration. People hugged their
friends. People talked earnestly in class about the incident. Opin
ion articles blanketed the Daily Mississippian for weeks. Flowers
were left beside Meredith’s feet on the statue’s base. In quiet re
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spect, one student sat by the statue for an hour each day. Students
organized a march. People talked, whether to air their grief and
anger at an open mic in the union or with a concerned chancellor
in Nutt Auditorium. People took time to visit the statue, read the
inspiring inscriptions and gently hold the outstretched bronzed
hand. Again and again, the student body showed that the vandals
were hopelessly outnumbered.
To tell the complete story would take many pages and would
sadly overshadow the many great things found in the Ole Miss
community in a year. Yet the story must be told. In a humble
effort to do so, we interviewed a senior journalism major from
Huntsville, Ala., Jonece Dunigan.

A proudly normal student, Dunigan led perhaps the swiftest
grassroots response to the vandalism, organizing a poster-writing
protest by the statue on the following Tuesday afternoon. She gave
a crucial avenue for action and inspired others to form their own
responses. Most importantly, she never acted alone, imploring ev
eryone she knew to come take a stand by the statue. In an effort to
give voice to the people of action, the following Q&A frames her
emotions, motivations and vision for the university.

OM Yearbook: Why was it so important to you to orga
nize a visual, student response to the vandalism?

Jonece Dunigan: This isn’t about me. It is about us as a university
standing up against the people who think they can come here,
enroll in this university and discriminate against our values.
What does the James Meredith statue mean to the univer
sity community?
JD: We know what that statue symbolizes, and to me it symbol
ized me being welcome at Ole Miss. And for someone to put a
noose around the neck of the James Meredith statue made me not
feel welcome anymore. And not just me, the other minorities at
Ole Miss too.

How did you feel when you saw the news from the email?
JD: To be completely honest, it was something I kind of looked
over at first. It was because I was so busy at the time. When I saw
it I was like okay,’ because I was so busy with a project for a class.
But then, I actually learned more information. It sickened me.
It was like a growing void, a sinking pit in my heart. Like really?
Again?

Left: Students prepare their posters for the protest. Middle: A group of students, including Jonece Dunigan, gather around the James Meredith statue. Right: A student holds hands with the statue, photos I THOMAS GRANNING

What spurred you to action?

JD: I did not wake up in the morning expecting to do it. I really
did not wake up in the morning and say, ‘Oh lets start a protest
to this thing.’ [In class, my teacher] asked us, ‘How do you feel
about all this going on?’ Of course we said, ‘We don’t like it.’ He
said, ‘Well, why don’t you do something about it?’ We answered,
‘We don’t know what to do.’ My answer became, ‘just do it.’ Just
do it. Even if you look like a fool, just do it. Because that’s better
than just sitting here on your butt and not doing anything about
it. When [my professor] gave me that talk, it gave me the courage
to stand up for what I believe in.
What personally motivated you to act?

JD: I thought, ‘what if my sons or daughters come to Ole Miss
and experience the same thing I’m feeling right now? I wouldn’t
know what to think. I wouldn’t want that to happen to my child.’
I’m pretty sure my parents didn’t want me to experience that.
How did you feel as the poster rally came together?

JD: We thought people would come in drips. But no, there were
people at the gate, ready to go. That was what was beautiful to me.

There were students ready and willing to stand up for what they
believe in. That was powerful to me. My body was electrified. I
thought, ‘I am actually doing this. We are actually doing this. We
are coming together.’

Does this event really define the university community?
Why did this happen?

JD: I’m a student who works very hard. I work at Newk’s for 25
hours a week. I go home at 9 o’clock at night, I study until 3 in
the morning and then I go to class... Things like the Obama in
cident, things like the Laramie Project, I just pushed it off to the
side, letting someone else take care of it. I didn’t realize that I was
basically just being complacent by acting that way and not asking
for change.

JD: Be sure you get this down correctly. I am glad that this hap
pened. It showed people’s true nature. It shows how some people
really are—not all of Ole Miss, but some people. And that really
became the spark to the match for all these people to start stand
ing up for themselves. People were just like, ‘Okay, that’s enough.’
There are so many people who do not believe in these racist val
ues. There are only just a handful of people who do. So why are
they winning? Because we are being silent. So let’s rise up to these
people and say, ‘We’re not going to take this mess anymore. Go
take it somewhere else.’

Why do you think some people feel like the vandalism of
the statue is no big deal?

What should the Ole Miss community do to stop fixture
events like this from happening?

JD: Until you feel like you, yourself, are discriminated against in
some way, until you feel the pain I felt, then you won’t understand
where I’m coming from.

JD: Let’s stop pointing fingers at people and do something. The
more we are pointing fingers, the more time we are allowing for
something else to happen. We have to stop the cycle, this cycle of
complacency.

What made this incident different for you?

How well do you think the university responded?
JD: I’m a little frustrated. Everything they do looks like a PR move.

story and interview | NEAL MCMILLIN
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“Ole Miss is the most fun school you’ll ever go
to. And when you go to a college, you’re gonna
make the grades... blah blah blah... It’s more
about the experience, and we only live once.
You’ve got to just like do your thing. Have your
personality. Ole Miss, we may all be.. .have lower
IQs... but, well no that’s a lie... we have fun, and
we don’t ever miss a party.”

student | SHELBY HERRING
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hacker Mountain Radio showcases surprises. Former Ole Miss
Chancellor Robert Khayat reads a selection from his memoir,
The Education ofa Lifetime, before a packed house at Off Square
Books and then pulls out his guitar and breaks into a cover of
Johnny Cash’s “Folsom Prison Blues.” At a later show, onstage at
the Lyric Theater, Mississippi Supreme Court Justice Jess Dickin
son demonstrates his passion for the hammer dulcimer as part of
the judicially named bluegrass group Bluegrass Appeal. Clearly,
spontaneity is a staple of Thacker Mountain Radio, Oxford’s
own radio show broadcast live from the Square every Thursday
at 6 p.m. during the fall and spring.
The show features author readings and musical acts, including
performances by the house band, the Yalobushwhackers. South
ern flavor abounds. Those looking for a folk or bluegrass fix can
usually find it there. The fall season featured several readings
from The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture, a collaboration
between Ole Miss’ Center for the Study of Southern Culture and
the University of North Carolina Press. Our very own Oxford
was featured in one reading, as author Jack Sacco read about the
friendship between William Faulkner and his neighbor, a young
boy named Bobby Little in Above the Treetops.
Still, the lineup of literary and musical guests can span the
globe. Guests include American crime novelist Jayne Anne Phil

lips, Irish memoirist Danny Ellis and the steel drum group Ca
ribbean Paradise.
Thacker is often home to poignant and thought-provoking
discussions. In the fall, singer-songwriter Jimbeau Hinson re
flected on his country music songwriting career for such artists
as The Oak Ridge Boys, Patty Loveless and Brenda Lee. Hinson
introduced his new album, Strong Medicine, which deals with his
long-private battle with HIV. He described to an audience at The
Lyric his experience as one of the first documented cases of the
virus in the 1980’s, when it was known as GRID (Gay-related
immune deficiency). He followed this powerful monologue with
some of his original music and left a deep impression on the
Thacker crowd.
Fans can tune in to the show live on Rebel Radio or catch
the airing on Saturdays at 7 p.m. on Mississippi Public Radio.
Some subtleties, such as charismatic host Jim Dees’ array of Ha
waiian shirts, the airwaves cannot capture. That’s the beauty of
Thacker’s home on the Square which makes it easy for Oxonians
to stroll in and start the weekend each Thursday night with an
hour of art, music and personality. When you hear the Yalobush
whackers drawl, “Come on in or put your hand on the radio,”
you might want to grab a seat.

story | CHARLES MCCRORY

All photos: Oxford residents gather for the final Thacker Mountain Radio show of the 2013 season at Off Square Books. Off Square Books was packed to
capacity. The show featured author Susan Gregg Gilmore and Robert Gordon. Opposite Bottom: Dean of Students Sparky Reardon invited his EDHE 101
class to attend the show and enjoy the music. Reardon hopes to attend the show more often after his retirement this year, photos | PHILLIP WALLER
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-— Town Mascot---oiling through the Square as the sun
light reflects off the sightseers’ glasses,
the Double Decker bus captivates not
only Oxonians, but also the thousands
of visitors who tour the art infused city
of Oxford, each year.

“The buses are kind of like a mascot
of Oxford, for lack of a better word,”
said Kinney Ferris, outreach manager for Visit Oxford. “They’re
very unique and special because you don’t often see them here in
the states.”
First appearing in the 1820s with a similar design to today’s
model, the first commercial Double Decker bus, then called
an omnibus, was drawn by horses throughout France and Eng
land.

In 1847, Adams & Co. of Fairfield Works designed a vehicle
with a clerestory roof and built-in upper-level seats running the
length of the bus. Individuals who chose to sit on top only had
to pay half the fare. Passengers eagerly took the higher view for
the lower price.

“The top deck gives a really good view of the city, and it helps
define what is being shown on the tours,” said Ferris. “It’s a trans
portation that makes it interesting and fun for visitors.”

However, these open-top Double Decker buses were no in
stant success. The buses were slow, clumsy and uncomfortable.

Yet, novel innovations soon made the buses a more desired
option. A staircase made access to the top deck easier, and
forward facing garden seats were more comfortable than long
benches. In particular, women were major early customers. In
1923, the red Double Decker buses became motorized.
To showcase the namesake connection between the two
towns, the City of Oxford gratefully accepted two Double
Decker buses as a gift from Oxford, England in 1994. The
town decided to drive them primarily for visitors during special
events.

“The buses bring an excitement to town because everyone
always sees them coming,” said bus coordinator Vicki Bishop.
“Also, many people who are getting married use the buses, and
it brings a special feel to the city. These buses are educational
for the school, fun for the people and exciting for all.”
Now, every spring the Double Decker Festival brings to
gether visitors and residents alike for a two-day celebration of
music, food and the arts. The 19th annual Arts Festival was
held on April 25-26, 2014.

The Double Decker buses will once again add a cheery dash
of classic English red on the picturesque Courthouse Square.
To see the magic of our Mississippi Oxford, just climb up to
the top.

story | TORI OLKER
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| ELLEN HARRIS

"I am a singular creature, among the handful who has dwelled
for any length of time in two of the world's disparate placesthe Oxford in England and the Oxford in Mississippi"

- Willie Morris, My Two Oxfords
For the last six months, I’ve conducted the same conversation every day, at least
once. It always starts with someone hearing my accent. Sometimes I can literally
see people’s ears prick up, feel their eyes swivel towards me.

“Where are you from?”
“England.”
“Well, I worked that one out,” people usually say, as if I’d insulted their intel
ligence. (I always lead with England, though. You’d be surprised how many people
don’t work it out, and it’s less painful that way.) “Where in England?”
I like this bit. Even now, I get a little rush of satisfaction answering, “Oxford.”
“Oh/Cool/Wow/Haha!” everyone replies. “So you’ve come from Oxford... to
Oxford!”

It has become, I admit, somewhat difficult to react to this with any
thing resembling interest, so often have I heard it. I sometimes laugh,
but mainly at the way people announce it as though I might not have re
alised yet. Unless I’m having a particularly bad day, I usually manage to re
sist the urge to look astounded and reply, “Oh my god... you’re right!”
The Ole Miss | 2014

But what did I expect, really? It is a funny turn of affairs. If someone had told
me a few years ago, growing up in Oxford, England, that I’d one day be spending
a year in Oxford, Mississippi, I can honestly say my reaction would have been
“Where is that?” It is funny, and worth exclaiming over when you first hear it, that
by some strange combination of chance, birth-place, wanderlust and some guys in
the 1830s who named this town, I find myself here. From one, and in the other.
Oxford to Oxford.

I initially applied to study abroad at The University of Mississippi in a state of
blind ignorance. I am not exaggerating when I say the choice was almost entirely
based on my (apparently misplaced) assumption that the weather would be con
sistently warm. It was only after receiving my acceptance letter and bothering to
Wikipedia the town that I discovered our little coincidence. After that, I really had
no choice but to confirm my place. What a hook! I thought. What a perspective!
I could write a book!
You can imagine my dismay, then, when I first walked into Square Books and
found that someone already did. Go ahead, leave everything you know and love
and move halfway around the world for the sake of a gimmick. Guaranteed, it will
have already been... gimmicked. Everything’s been done before.

Like myself, Willie Morris had the rare opportunity to get to know, and grow to
love, both of these strange towns. Unlike myself, Willie Morris was a skilled and

Left: Ellen Harris on the

University of Oxford's
campus, submitted | ELLEN
HARRIS. Rig "
■ Harris
in fornt of Ventress Hall on
the Ole Miss campus.
photo | ALEX EDWARDS
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accomplished writer, so if you’d rather read his take on things, his essay on the
subject, My Two Oxfords, is available now for a not unreasonable price. He did,
however, do it all a while ago. Allow me to offer a little update, although I shan’t
need to amend his suggestion that, whilst there are similarities, they are not all
that many.

I don’t know where it comes from, but there is this anecdote sometimes told in
Oxford, England, of a tour group from the USA being shown around one of the
colleges and a member of the party exclaiming, “Oh my god, it’s so beautiful! Is
it pre-war?” Allegedly, the tour-guide, who was evidently not working for tips,
coldly replied “Actually, it’s pre-America.”
It is, as Morris remarks, strange to think that Oxford, England, existed, in one
form or another, at least a thousand years before Oxford, Mississippi was first con
ceived. As everyone in this town delights in informing me, this Oxford was named
after that Oxford in the hope of attracting a university. Et voilà.

By the time Ole Miss opened its doors to its first students in 1848, the Univer
sity of Oxford had been churning out the greatest minds in the English speaking
world for hundreds of years. I shan’t bore you with a list of notable alumni. Suffice
to say it’s really, really long. The point is that the England Oxford (you’ll thank
me, I’m sure, for refusing to refer to it as ‘the real Oxford’) is... well, old. Old and
majestic and beautiful and one of those places where history echoes so loudly that
even the chatter of a thousand tourists couldn’t quite drown it out.
Willie Morris compares living in such a town to living in a museum, and I can
not disagree. If such a thing were possible, you could probably reassemble my en
tire adolescence by stringing together all of the tourists’ photos and videos I must
have wandered into the background of over the years. There are multiple people in
Japan right now with photographs of me on their walls. I’m sure of it.
The thing about museums is that they’re dedicated to preserving something,
and that’s how Oxford, UK, feels; frozen in time for future generations to travel
to, photograph and admire. Even this observation is old; over a hundred years
ago E.M. Forster referred to Oxford as civilisation without activity.’ More re
cently, Javier Marias captured it as a ‘static city preserved in syrup.’

Not so, Oxford, Miss. It’s not just about the new developments being thrown
up all over the place or how shiny all the cars are. It’s the way everyone talks
about and loves the town and the unabashed optimism people exhibit. It’s the
priorities of the academics- until I came to Ole Miss I’d never studied, or even
been encouraged to respect, a writer that was still alive. It’s the James Meredith
plaque, recording something that happened only 50 years ago, and how much
has happened between then and now, and how far there still is to go.

To my mind, the England Oxford is an elegant, pompous old woman who’s spent
the last thousand years getting all dressed up and has nowhere left to go. Here, her
distant young relation (you say sister city, I say third-cousin-twice-removed.. .city)
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is still running around in her underwear, trying to decide on a dress.
Dubious extended metaphors aside, my point is that it feels like things are actu
ally happening here. It is commonly held among Europeans that Americans don’t
have a sense of history, which may or not be the case, but I certainly enjoy living
somewhere with a sense of the future.

This supposed lack of historical appreciation does not, it would seem, extend
to the defeat of the Brits in the American Revolution, which everyone has been
only too happy to bring up at every given opportunity. Whafs interesting about
this is the way I’m expected to know all about it. I suppose it’s equally interesting
that I don’t.

At first, when people found out I was British and followed with ‘Bad luck in
1776!’ I genuinely had no idea what they were talking about. I’ve never been much
of a historian, but I know my Tudors from my Stewards, as it were, and in my
experience the American Revolution is not something that features in the Brit
ish consciousness as a part of our history. Funny how that happens. Somewhere
along the line, whoever it is in charge of the annals cut that chapter out, figuring, I
presume, that it’s part of your history now, and therefore no longer a part of ours.
I suppose that, much like the Americans, the British don’t like to dwell over their
own defeats (by all means, stop me and tell me about how the USA has never lost
a war. I love hearing about it.)
Bringing up the American Revolution is the fifth most common reaction to
my nationality, coming after Harry Potter references, imitations of my accent,
extended family histories of people descended from the British and copious stories
of vacations spent in various unrelated European countries.

For the most part, of course, people are excited, curious and ever, ever so friend
ly. I’ll never get over the generosity that the residents of Oxford, Mississippi have
shown me. From home-baked welcome cookies, to demonstrations as to the use
of a US post-box, to families welcoming me into their homes and feeding me to
excess, every kindness has made my time here a little easier, a little sweeter.

Of his years in Oxford, England, Morris recalls an extreme loneliness, the sac
rosanct privacy of the place’, which stood in direct contrast to the social life of Ox
ford, Mississippi. One cannot blame the British for being somewhat standoffish.
If you lived in a place where the sky was perpetually grey, you’d be miserable too.
In coming to Mississippi, I was convinced my miserable, British self was going to
find the gregariousness’ of the American South at least in part irritating. At first,
I admit, it was somewhat overwhelming. Everyone I met seemed redolent of the
Barbie character from Toy Story, and I could not work out why waitresses kept
introducing themselves to me. I was hesitant as to the safety of accepting rides
from the strangers that kept stopping to offer; only axe-murderers and rapists do
that in the UK.
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However, we agree, Morris &
I, that in getting to know both
towns, we got to know something
of ourselves, our 'abilities, faults,
convictions, prejudices/
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Inevitably, the friendliness of everyday interactions has become my favourite
thing about Oxford, Miss., and something I hope to carry the legacy of wherever
I end up next. When we went Christmas shopping in the England Oxford during
my brief trip home, my mother asked me to please stop telling all the shop assis
tants to have a nice day because it sounded ‘so... American.’ I hadn’t even realised
I was doing it. It seems y’all had already started to rub off on me.
If you’ve never spent time abroad and been The Foreigner in a community, I’d
highly recommend it. Never have I been in possession of so much social cache.
With no effort on my part, everyone remembers me, and many people assume I’m
intelligent and/or cool on my uttering but one sentence. Any faux pas I happen to
make is easily excused by a wide-eyed “But... but everyone in England does that.”

The novelty of my accent has thankfully prevented the Southern gentleman of
Oxford, Mississippi from finding me ‘dour,’ as Willie so charmingly describes the
girls of Oxford, UK. Whilst my limited, but nevertheless tenacious, local pride
compels me to take issue with my precursor’s choice of words here, I cannot argue
with his assertion of the ‘legendary beauty’ of the girls at Ole Miss. In all my life,
I have never seen so many slender thighs on display in a working environment,
nor been surrounded by such uniform beauty. Emphasis on the word ‘uniform.’

At first it was almost dizzying, being surrounded by so many people dressed, to
the untrained eye, exactly the same. I was two weeks into class before I realised that
one of my classmates was actually three girls, so exactly similar did they all look
to me. It also had the helpful effect of immediately highlighting my status as an
outsider. In my first week, three people asked me if I was a professor.
As I’ve had forcibly brought home to me this year, almost everything is subjec
tive, and I happily admit that any opinions I hold on the subject of fashion are
biased by my influences. Suffice to say that in the England Oxford, and, for that
matter, the UK in general it is the norm to wear work-out clothes when, and only
when, you are actually working out. Caps are unusual, if worn at all, and wearing
your sunglasses on the back of your head is, I think, still considered treason and
punishable by hanging. Nobody, except the severely sartorially challenged and,
ironically, foreign exchange students, wears the name of their university on an
item of clothing. Or has it plastered all over their walls, cars, blankets, caps, cups,
water-bottles or houses.
It is sad, but true, that however much time I spend abroad attempting to dis
cover others, the culture I always learn most about is my own. In particular, my
time in Mississippi has shown me, by manner of direct contrast, how very embar
rassed the British are by sincere enthusiasm. Patriotism, sorority/fraternity loyalty,
all forms of organised cheering and anytime anyone punches the air and says ‘be

cause this is America!’ still make me squirm in my seat. The zeal with which the
people of Oxford, Miss., display their love of the Ole Miss Rebels is no exception.
There is, of course, much to be said for the amusement, excitement and eco
nomic advantage of a game weekend. But the pottery, the rallying, the pompoms,
the shops only stocking clothes in two colours, the replacement of the words ‘thank
you’ with the words ‘hotty toddy,’ and the incessant, interminable chanting seem,
from an outsider’s perspective, just a little, tiny, teensy bit... much. The residents
of Oxford, England, can barely muster the oomph to switch channels for the an
nual Oxford-Cambridge boat-race, and it only lasts ten minutes.

Whilst devotion to the Rebels is perhaps assimilation too far for my cynicism
(but... but everyone in England is like that) it didn’t take very long for me to be
come imbued with small-town pride. In my winter travels out-of-state, every time
I told someone I was studying abroad in Mississippi, they’d wince and ask ‘Why?’
in dismay. I’m sure I won’t be freshly breaking any Southern hearts in reporting
such a reaction from West-coasters. To my surprise, I found myself bristling and
stuttering things like “It’s actually, like, a really cool town. William Faulkner lived
there,” and other such inadequate defences.

There is a sense of pride and belonging engendered in Oxford, Mississippi, that
I never witnessed or experienced in Oxford, England. (You’ll notice, for example,
that my depiction of my hometown in this article is from a less than flattering an
gle.) It seems to me that whatever happens here, from football games, to shows, to
poetry readings, is well attended by the local community. People actually frequent
local businesses. Everyone seems to have something good to say about this town.
There are any numbers of rational explanations as to why none of this is the case in
Oxford, England; its size, its proximity to London, the weather.
But I like to imagine (and really, there’s no reason to burst my bubble) that the
difference is more than that, that this town remains so remarkable because, to bor
row a phrase, y’all have soul.

I wish I could have met Willie Morris; I feel like we’d have a lot to talk about.
In concluding his appraisal of the two towns, he remembers his time in Oxford,
England, as the freest time of his life. I cannot say the same for my year in Oxford,
Mississippi; the freest time in my life, I’m sure, is yet to come and will occur in a
place where the bars open later. However, we agree, Morris and I, that in getting
to know both towns, we got to know something of ourselves, our ‘abilities, faults,
convictions, prejudices.’

Thanks, then, to everyone who helped me do that and fed me well along the
way. That quaint little sign didn’t lie; Oxford really is a nice place to live. Now, and
I mean this in the least enthusiastic way possible, Hotty Toddy, y’all.
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DUELING LAPTOPS
In October 2013, Tom Franklin, author of the New York Times
bestseller Crooked Letter, Crooked Letter, and his wife, the award
winning poet Beth Ann Fennelly, published their first co-written
novel.

Tom Franklin is an associate professor of fiction in the English
department. Likewise an associate professor of English, Beth
Ann Fennelly is the director of the M.F.A. program in creative
writing.
Their novel, The Tilted World, is a historical novel inspired by
the Mississippi Flood of 1927. The story tells of an unlikely rela
tionship that forms alongside the Mississippi's ever-rising wa
ters. The married writers, busy on a book tour, talked to us dur
ing a layover in Dallas. Together, they discussed the process of
co-writing a book, the continuous support of the Oxford and Ole
Miss community and the legacy of a very special bar.

Writing is usually a very isolated process. Did your “dueling lap
tops” experience change your individual writing process in any
way? What is gained or perhaps even lost by writing a book in
collaboration, rather than isolation?
Beth Ann: I just want to write another book with Tommy. I found so many sur
prising joys that, right now, I just feel like, “Gosh, why would anyone want to
write a book by themselves?” It’s so great to be in it with someone that you can
bounce ideas off of and work with.
Tom: During the course of writing the novel with her, I learned that everyone’s
process is different. Mine’s always been just to start writing, to find an image I can
get my heels into and then go from there. I just see where that initial image takes
me. Often I have no idea what should happen or what will happen. Sometimes I
do. But even if I know what I want to work on, I can’t get there until I have some
kind of image or phrase, something that just pulls me into the story and takes me
to the next part of it. It really is, for me, like looking for gold. You’re sifting water
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in your gold pan, and nothing is there. Finally, there’s something. Mostly for me
it’s a lot of bad looking—a lot of hard looking—then finding something and fol
lowing it to where it leads. Beth Ann, though, would think about what she wanted
to work on or what we should work on. Honestly, she would have more control. I
think she applies her intellect a lot more than I do. Probably, with us, the writing
comes from the same place, somewhere in our deep subconscious or unconscious,
but for me I have to find access accidentally. I think she has access all the time. If a
novel is a house, I have to break in every time, and she always has a key.
As I’ve said many times before, it’s her book. She worked on this book more
than I did. Because it always felt like her book, we wrote it her way. We knew
what we were doing. It’s not that we didn’t discover things, but it was a whole new
way to work. You know when we travel, I pack the night before and always forget
something. Beth Ann begins packing weeks in advance and is always ready.

I’m sure you had to research a great deal for this novel. How did
you go about gathering information about the Great Flood?
BA: The Flood is a Mississippi story that hasn’t been told a thousand, thousand
times. There were still people who wanted to talk about it. We met a woman com
ing out of Bottletree Bakery who said, T heard you’re writing a book about the
flood. My grandmother was on the last train out of Greenville as the tracks were
washed away behind her.’ That was such a cool thing to know. People want to tell
about the flood and their families’ experiences with the flood because there’s so
many ways that this story isn’t all that well known. We also spent a lot of time in
Greenville. We went to where the levee breach happened. We did a ton of research
online. We read journals and letters about people who survived the flood.

What was the most interesting detail you discovered?
BA: I read Faulkner’s short novel about the flood called The Old Man, in which
he described the river reversing directions. The water was running backwards
because the Mississippi was so high that the tributaries that normally flood
into it reversed their direction and started flowing away from it. I remember
thinking that was a really cool visual and that we would want to use it in
the book.

Obviously, you two relied on each other a great deal while writ
ing this novel. Did you also receive advice or support from the
Oxford or Ole Miss community along the way?
BA: Yes, but not in terms of having readings for our work or asking for opinions.
Living in Oxford, where writing is valued, provides a feeling of comfort while writ
ing. Your words are not necessarily going to be thrown into a void because books
are stupid and everyone wants to play computer games. Living in this town where
people read and talk about books all the time reminds you that what you’re doing,
if you’re successful, can reach people and, perhaps, even touch people. In a more
practical sense, living in a town with such a great bookstore that so many readers
visit is a great way to stay inspired.
T: You know, there’s constant support from Ole Miss. Oxford is a college town
that values its writers. You always feel like you’re doing something important, that
people care about what you’re doing. We didn’t let many people read this novel in
advance. We did let Ivo Kamps, the chair of the English department, look at it. Ivo
read it and was tough on it in a way that he needed to be. He was tough in a way
that surprised me. I thought the novel was further along than it was. Ivo read it,
and he never said this, but he indicated that we had a long way to go. We thought
we were all done, or at least I did.

Though this novel is set in the Delta, I noticed that Hobnob re
sembles Oxford in several ways, from the town square to some
awfully familiar characters. Is the town of Hobnob inspired by
Oxford? If so, what elements of Oxford can readers identify in
this fictional town?

Tom Franklin and Beth Ann
Fennelly at thier home in Oxford.
ph°to | PHILLIP WALLER. Right:
Rowan Oak welcomes visitors for
Hurs of the house and grounds.
Photo | VIRGINIA ENGLAND

BA: Well, we did make up the town of Hobnob in the Delta. While we wanted
to do our research and get our facts straight, we also wanted just a little bit of
freedom. We gave Hobnob aspects of Oxford just for fun and to help us visualize
things. So, in this town, there’s the square, based off of Oxford’s. On the square,
there’s Hobbs and Sons Undertaker, inspired by my friend Blair Hobbs. The café
where the main characters have coffee and waffles in red booths is based on Ajax.
We did have a lot of fun using the names of our friends. Sometimes we had
to change their names a bit when they were really well known. For example, the
writer Wright Thompson is a friend of ours, and he also writes for ESPN. In the
book we called him Wright Thomas, just because his own name is so well known.
I didn’t want the names to take the reader out of the novel, to lose the immersive
experience of reading by thinking, “Oh, I know so and so.” But it was fun for us
to make nods to our friends.

T: I never had Oxford in my head as we wrote. I had the idea of a town that re
sembled Greenville. I think that the people, though, are very Oxford centric. We
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used names like Randy Yates and Jim Dees. There are lots of recognizable names.
In my head, when I wrote, Hobnob was somewhere else. I could tell Beth Ann had
Oxford in mind. I didn’t see the café as Ajax. We never talked about it being Ajax.
That’s something about collaboration. Beth Ann might have something entirely
different in her head than I have in mine, but it comes out the same way for the
reader, though you can see where we diverged there and in other places. Hopefully
the writing is seamless, but in our heads we had different things going on.

So many authors have called Oxford home, from William
Faulkner to Larry Brown to Barry Hannah. You both have called
Oxford and Ole Miss home since 2001. Why is Oxford a writer’s
town?
BA: I think it started with Faulkner. I think ever since Faulkner, Oxford has been
known as a town that’s hospitable to writers. More writers have come to call it
home, which makes it more hospitable. I think Square Books is a huge factor be
cause books are still culturally relevant here. The university and Square Books are
able to have a really fruitful exchange of ideas and authors. It’s just a place where
your life can feel unified, as opposed to being involved in some cultural activity
that feels very precious because no one does it or thinks about it and you wonder
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if there’s any relevance to writing or if you’re wasting your time. When you want
to be a writer in Oxford, you’re a person in a place where conversations are hap
pening about writing and writers. If there’s a big book coming out, people talk
about it. You can go to Square Books—they’ll have it. You might be there when
the author comes through. These cultural activities are still a part of the everyday
person’s experience.

T: Oxford is like a perfect literary storm. There’s Ole Miss and its tradition of
Willie Morris, Barry Hannah, writers-in-residence. There’s the tradition of those
writers-in-residence mentoring other writers. Willie Morris mentoring Donna
Tartt, for instance, or Ellen Douglas mentoring Larry Brown. There are three parts
of this storm: the university and the MFA program associated with it; then there’s
Faulkner, and he’s huge. I think he is one of the two greatest writers in English
literature, along with Shakespeare. He’ll last forever. Oxford, itself, is so Faulkner
centric. He wrote about Oxford, so the town is in a way a kind of literary museum.
You have Rowan Oak. You can see the house from “A Rose for Emily,” the house
that Emily Grierson lived in. You can visit Faulkner’s grave; then, there’s the third
element, Square Books, voted best bookstore in the country this year by Publishers
Weekly. I’ve been to bookstores all over the world, and there isn’t one that’s any bet
ter than Square Books. This town is just the right size—a small university town—

to support an independent bookstore. I think Square Books, along with City Gro
cery, were part of what got Oxford noticed and what have made people come here.
These three things—the University, Faulkner’s legacy, and Square Books—have
created this perfect storm of literature.

You mentioned City Grocery also playing a role in drawing peo
ple to Oxford. Why do Oxford’s writers tend to migrate toward
City Grocery?
T: Well, City’s one door down from the bookstore. It’s a great bar, beautiful inside,
and the bartenders are amazing. Chip is my favorite bartender there. He doesn’t
ever read, but I keep putting him in books, (laughs) It’s known as a writer’s bar
because we all hang out there, of course, but also because Larry Brown called it
home. John Currence would read Larry’s manuscripts. They were close friends.

In one interview, Beth Ann mentioned that a former student pro
vided her with photographs of the flood that had been passed
down by a relative. What are the benefits of being both an in
structor and writer? Do you think sometimes professors can
learn from their students?

BA: Yeah, absolutely. The hard thing is that a lot of the energy that goes into writ
ing goes into teaching. I personally don’t come home from a three hour class and
feel like writing. I come home from a class that ends at 8:30 in the evening and I
want to have a glass of wine. You know what I mean?
But there are many benefits. One is that teaching literature that I love reminds
me of what I love. It’s such a great thing to be with students when they are being
exposed to a story or a poem for the first time and they can feel it move them, and
it moves me also. Sharing that experience almost compounds the feeling—loving
it myself and seeing someone else love it. Also, there’s a lot of kinetic energy that
comes from being around students because they are always interested in new ideas,
because they’re still new to the world of literature. Students’ ways of solving prob
lems are really creative and innovative because they are open to looking at the data
at hand, not coming to a problem with preconceived solutions.
interview | ELIZA MCCLURE
Opposite left: City grocery located on the historic Oxford Square, photo | ALEX EDWARDS.
Opposite right: Tom Franklin and Beth Ann Fennelly's latest novel The Tilted World is a
historical novel inspired by the Mississippi Flood of 1927. photo | PHILLIP WALLER. Left and
right: Square Books, is known for its strong selection of literary fiction, books on the American
South and books by Southern writers, photos | VIRGINIA ENGLAND
2014 | The Ole Miss

137

------------- Oxford-------------

FILM FESTIVAL
Industry experts and local film enthusiasts gather for a weekend of film, food and awards
The 11th annual Oxford Film Festival overtook the town from
February 6-9, showcasing work from both local and international
filmmakers and offering Oxford moviegoers a long weekend to
enjoy some quality independent cinema. Films premiered at the
new Malco Theatre on Sisk Avenue and Highway 7, while events
were held throughout the weekend at the Lyric Theatre and the
Powerhouse. As with every year, films celebrated Mississippi cul
ture through the categories of Mississippi Narrative, Mississippi
Documentary and Mississippi Music Video. One entry, Killer
Kudzu, placed Oxford as the backdrop for an insidious kudzu
infestation, like a Southern botanical take on The Blob. The titu
lar plant’s invasiveness and difficulty to kill should be familiar
to most Southerners, so it is no surprise that Kudzus screen
play (winner of the festival’s first screenplay competition) was
penned by a native Oxonian. Felicity Flesher, the screenwriter of
the murderous vine film, currently studies in cinema at Carleton
College in Minnesota. Other films with a Southern focus include
the winner of the Mississippi Documentary category Landscapes
of the Heart, which examines the life of Mississippi writer Eliza
beth Spencer, and the Mississippi Narrative winner Evergreen.

Plenty of Ole Miss students arrived to help support the inde
pendent cinema being showcased in their backyard.
“The festival is a growing local event that is truly inspiring,”

said Ian Cleary, a junior art major. “I was most impressed by the
local talent, specifically from the Ole Miss film program.”
Events throughout the weekend struck a tone both classy and
unpretentious. Filmmakers, actors and panelists mingled freely
with moviegoers. Anyone and everyone could be seen rushing
outside the Powerhouse into the surprise snowfall that coated
Oxford on Friday night, interrupting cigarette breaks for a flurry
of snow-selfies.
Saturday night the festival convened at the Lyric for an awards
ceremony followed by a dance party with Dent May as the DJ.
The mood quickly devolved into the giddiness of a high school
dance, with film people and moviegoers alike getting down to
Beyonce and Missy Elliot.

“The welcome I’ve gotten here is amazing,” said Rob Benedict,
star of TV’s Supernatural and this year’s Narrative Short entry
Sidekick. “Even though I live in L.A., I feel like I’m from here.”
Benedict also touched on one of the defining assets of a film fes
tival held in a small Southern town known for its appreciation of
the arts.

“It’s not an ‘industry’ event,” he said. “It’s all about the movies.”

story | CHARLES MCCRORY

All photos: The Lyric Theatre hosted the Saturday night awards banquet, where hundreds of film festival participants enjoyed complementary cocktails
and appetizers before hearing which of their films won top awards at the festival, photos | PHILLIP WALLER
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Some like it cold: Oxford

ends cold beer prohibition

n 1972, Oxford passed an ordinance that allowed the sale of
beer in retail locations for the first time since beer and alco
hol sales were outlawed after World War II. However, though
it could be sold, it could not be refrigerated. Unless it was in
a restaurant. And as long as it wasn’t on Sundays. Except for
Sundays after game days.

I

But in the 2013-2014 school year, Oxford officials finally decided
to do away with the town’s outdated alcohol laws.

In a 6-1 vote on Aug. 20, the Oxford Board of Aidermen approved
the sale of cold alcoholic beverages in convenience and grocery stores,
as well as the general sale of beer or light wine on Sundays. As a result,
retail businesses can now sell cold beer from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. every
day of the week.
Then, six months later on February 18, the Board also approved

the sale of all alcohol on Sundays from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. The vote
was, once again, 6-1. According to Oxford Mayor George “Pat” Pat
terson, it was just time for the town to make the change.
“I think the Board of Aidermen’s view of the town is evolving
some,” Patterson said. “Overall, I do not think the sale of cold beer is
going to have a detrimental effect on this community.”

The news was, of course, warmly received by Ole Miss students,
and it was also welcomed by many Oxford residents.
“I think that when people come to town on weekends, being able
to drink alcohol at restaurants on Sundays provides them with anoth
er activity,” said Mary Kathryn Herrington, director of Visit Oxford.
“And, it ultimately brings additional funding to Oxford,”
story | TORI OLKER
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Bouré restaurant is located on the historic
Oxford Square, photo | ALEX EDWARDS

front porches of the square
As southern as sweet tea or mint juleps, Oxford's balconies are a
window into the thriving life of the town.
story

I

VIVIAN LANG
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Just last year, Square Books gave Oxonians the chance to purchase their own piece
of the historic bookstore. A mere five dollars could buy one of the worn, wooden
boards of the balcony, which since its construction in 1986 had been graced by fa
mous footsteps of such innovators in the worlds of literature and music as Lucinda
Williams, John Grisham, Willie Morris and Barry Hannah. The money helped fund
/the renovation of the balcony, a facelift required by a new ordinance passed in the
town. Splintered and chipped, these small “pieces of history,” so named by bookstore
owner Richard Howorth in the Daily Journal, were a huge success. The pieces were
sold quickly, both in the store and online. Their new owners proudly took them
home to be framed, hung, and cherished.
An entire book could be written about the different balconies of Oxford. Some
balconies, like the one atop Square Books, accommodate important interviews,
business transactions or even first dates with two cups of coffee and a shared oatmeal
cookie. Others come alive at night, filling the air with cigarette smoke and sounds of
ice dancing around in short glasses. Plates full of sharp cheddar cheese and smoked
Andouille sausage sit in the middle of tables as friends and colleagues jab contently
with their toothpicks, enjoying a short work day or a warm afternoon while watch
ing passersby window-shop and stroll below. Live music on one balcony or shouts
from behind the railing of another encourages the wanderer to make his way up the
nearest staircase. On University Avenue, a less social balcony waits until game-day to
shine. Fans are sure to notice two inanimate, yet fully decked out, Rebels. Everyone
knows these mannequins, dressed in their red and blue or, perhaps, in Halloween
costumes or festive Christmas garb.

What is it about these balconies of Oxford? The balcony is to the square as the
porch is to the quintessential southern home. In the introduction to her book
Swinging in Place, Jocelyn Hazelwood Donlon writes, “But what my grandmother’s
house taught me was that by merely occupying a porch, an individual acknowledges
her connection to the community at large. At the very least, porch dwellers are com
pelled to greet passersby, familiar or strange.”
A Southern porch has been said to be the house’s “soul,” its core, its heart. Like
wise, these platforms, suspended above award-winning restaurants and well-worn
sidewalks, keep the Square alive and its blood pumping. Residents, professors and
students of Oxford know the places. And the places know them. Strangers are
strangers for but a moment. The balconies are much more than bars or just a place
to sit on semi-comfortable outdoor furniture. Each is a job, a weekly routine, a
welcome break, part of an unforgettable weekend or an eventful college experience.

The Burgundy Room, Rooster’s, City Grocery and, most recently, Boure make up
the exclusive bar-and-balcony club. Each venue has its own groove, its own niche.
They have been somewhat stereotyped or, as senior ceramics major Kelly Psonak
puts it, “branded.” The Burgundy Room is famous for its Bellinis and Bloody
Marys. That being said, the bar makes for a pretty great location for the archetypal
girls’ night out. Many students agree that Rooster’s attracts a louder and, perhaps,

younger crowd than the others—ironic, considering some of the toughest looking
bouncers in town reside at the bottom of the Rooster’s staircase. The blues bar’s ap
peal comes with its live music and location as the nearest of the four balcony scenes
to hangouts like Funky’s, the Levee and Ajax.
When asked to elaborate on some of these so-called “brands,” Steve Stringer, a
2011 graduate, takes no prisoners. With an Onion-esque air, he breaks down the
blues bar first.
“Rooster’s is good if you’re a freshman girl looking to be hit on by a white, blues
guitarist with a soul patch,” says Stringer. “Or if you’re a cop looking to arrest a
bunch of minors looking to be hit on by a white, blues guitarist with a soul patch.”

What about The Burgundy Room? “If I had to stereotype the Burgundy Room,
it would be future wives who switch to white wine when the Bellinis get too sweet.”

Ok, and City Grocery? It’s where one is most likely to run into a professor (stereo)
typically of the Liberal Arts department. Some harshly pin the scene as pretentious.
Regardless, Stringer says that this is where he is most likely to visit on his return
trips to Oxford.
“It’s the best once you find a spot to sit out there,” he says.
Stringer goes on to advise that once visitors have snagged a spot on that balcony,
they should just stay and accept the fact that they may get some dirty looks from
those who weren’t so lucky. Not to worry, though. “Upsetting Oxford’s art crowd
might even be a bonus,” he jokes.

One place, however, may be able to escape these labels, at least for a while. A new
comer to the balcony scene, John Currence’s Boure moved into the former Down
town Grill location in 2011. In the three years since, many feel it has developed its
own sort of anti-niche.
“Boure has found its place as kind of the in-between,” Psonak says.

Has it found its fit as a misfit, then? Doubtful. Perhaps the reason Boure’s balcony
has been so welcomed by the others in the elite is that it is not really competing with
the pre-existing scenes. It has made its own.
“Boure stays pretty calm,” says Wiley Anderson, a senior from Birmingham, Ala.
“You can also catch a pretty great sunset up there with a view of the courthouse that
you wouldn’t be able to see at Rooster’s or City Grocery.”

Do not mistake Anderson’s descriptive adjective “calm” for a place that is not
bustling. Both Anderson and Boure Operations Manager, Phillip Chaney, are quick
to point out the generous amount of room offered on Boure’s balcony. The largest
balcony on the Square, it often imposes a one-in, one-out policy on busy weekends.
Size is definitely a positive for both ends of business.

“Traffic has increased immensely since we moved around the corner,” says
Chaney. “The new location is wonderful. The owners made great use of a beautiful,
historic building.”

The balconies of the Square have personalities. They have character. But is it their
architectural make-up that gives them that character? Is it whether they have com
fortable couches or are situated in restored, celebrated buildings? Is it their books
or their drinks? Perhaps, it is it their visitors, their employees, the faces they see
everyday or the faces that came in that one Friday and never returned. Chaney, who
previously worked at Old Venice Pizza Company, housed in the lower half of The
Burgundy Room, doesn’t really see the stereotypes associated with the different bars
and balconies, at least not anymore.
“I guess every bar has its own scene or regulars,” he says, “but I feel in the past
several years, bar scenes are a mixed bag in Oxford. You see different types of people
everywhere. Ten, twenty years ago looked a bit different.”

So, is Chaney really suggesting that an art student of legal drinking age might
be seen having a beer and listening to The Cadillac Funk Band play at Rooster’s?
Absolutely.
Then, maybe, just maybe, Boure isn’t a misfit. Or, perhaps, all of the balconies are
becoming somewhat misfits. They are jumbles of personalities and crowds. They are
outside the world of labels. As the years and decades pass, all friends, families and
visitors of Oxford are asked to do is to continue hopping from one balcony to the
next, imprinting each with their own marks, their most genuine laughs, their classic
drink orders and favorite anecdotes, old and new. Paradoxically, the creaking planks
of wood offer reassurance of the weight the balconies on the Square are able to carry.

The allure of readily-defined scenes on the balconies tempt many to create and
spread stereotypes. Labeling gets laughs, but the true balcony scene changes each
night. Even a familiar crowd holds a few surprises. To know the balconies, visit.
Find a favorite vantage point. Take a seat on a slow Tuesday evening. Squeeze onto
a balcony on a boisterous football weekend Friday and grab a beer - a Magic Hat
#9, if I may.

In the 2012 issue of Southern Living, Oxford author Rick Bragg described the
front porch to his childhood home.

“The planks, once painted, were worn down to a bare, ancient gray by rain and
sun, and by a few billion brogans, black wingtips, and scandalous high-heeled shoes.
But it was built to stand until the Rapture, and maybe a little while beyond,” he says.
Bragg says the porch is really all that he vividly remembers of that house. He re
members the smells of it, the sounds, the stories, and the lies. Perhaps, the balconies
of Oxford are like Bragg’s old Southern porch.
“Some of my best conversations were had on those balconies,” says Psonak. “By
the time we were seniors, we just hauled our books up there and had drinks while
studying. We knew we didn’t want to leave.”

The memories make those balconies, those little slices of Oxford heaven, worth a
lot more than five dollars, however small the piece.
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Square Books bookstore, City Grocery and
Burgundy Room are located on the historic
Oxford Square, photo | DJ MURRAY

Art Crawl

On the fourth Tuesday night of every month, the Yoknapatawpha Arts Council hosts the Oxford Art
Crawl. The double decker bus chugs around the art galleries of the Tuesday night galleries such as
the Powerhouse, Southside Gallery and the UM Museum, to name a few. Guests range from curious
elementary school artists to trendy college students quickly sipping free wine, from professors
thankful for an off campus evening gala to friendly elderly art and hors d’oeuvres connoisseurs.

a
&
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Ole Miss is a subtle blend of everything the Deep South was
and is—the Rebel flags, the Kappa Alphas in Old South,
the beautiful sorority girls who will marry at age twenty-one
in their Delta weddings. It is the best and worst of an older
South which has survived into the new age... I sometimes
wonder how many [students] read books. Yet others of them
come to The Hoka at midnight for coffee and cheesecake to
discuss those things which are indelible to a university town,
literature and history—the human race.

the ole miss (1983) | WILLIE MORRIS
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the People

ASB

GREGORY ALSTON

MORGAN GREGORY

ALLIE WINTERS

President

Vice President

Secretary

EXECUTIVE AND
JUDICIAL BRANCH

CARSON RUTLEDGE

ROB PILLOW

HARRISON CRABTREE

Treasurer

Attorney Genera!

Judicial Chair

ASSOCIATED STUDENT BODY

SENATE
Members: Pearce Crosland, Cameron Crain, Michael Howell, Ana Gayle Christian, Rod Bridges, Jake McClellan, Madeline
Campbell, Emerson George, Thor Goodfellow, Molly Edmondson, Mary Kate Berger, Jack Ely, Will Boone, Sam Hearn, Justin
Kilgore, Christopher Newman, Jesse Lang, John West, Michael Fertitta, Jordan Wood, James Parrett, Will Yoste, Caroline France,
Kali Burney, Cody Smith, Kirstie Montgomery, Claire Waits, Jacob Fiore, Chris Marshall, JD Roberts, Zach Harrington, Cody
Welch, Craig Henry, Rachel Lee, Farjad Khan, Claire Carter, Kate Aspinwall, Madeleine Dear, Vivian Paris, Brian Kates, Eloise
Tyner, Lauren Vender Haar, Daniel Lindsey, Annabell McWherter, Austin Dean, Hannah Haley, Austin Powell, Alyssa Wilmoth,
Lizzy Wicks, Paul Neubert, Kyle Heath, John Brahan, Amy Hall, Preston Myers, CJ Robinson, NoIon Blaylock, Luke Love
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SENIOR CLASS OFFICERS

Left to right: Brittani Acuff (Vice President), Matthew Kiefer (President), Graham Williams (Secretary/Treasurer). photo | ALEX EDWARDS
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MR. & MISS OLE MISS

KAY KAY DEROSSETTE & ROB PYRON
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MISS OLE MISS
KAY KAY DEROSSETTE
"Ole Miss has allowed me to continue to share my
enthusiasm for life in a new place, with new people since
day one. The leadership opportunities and knowledge
I've gained have enlightened me to become a better
citizen. The people that I have encountered have made
it the easiest hello and the hardest goodbye I will ever
have to make. The University is an institution, but Ole
Miss is the game changer, a way of life, a helping hand,
the spark and spirit one needs to obtain greatness. As
Miss Ole Miss, I am gratified by encouraging others to
impact and improve their Ole Miss."
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MR. OLE MISS
ROB PYRON
The University of Mississippi is a community of learning

dedicated to nurturing excellence in intellectual inquiry and

personal character in an open and diverse environment.

"This passage from the Ole Miss creed embodies
what Ole Miss has meant to me over the past four years.
This University fosters incredible relationships from a
diverse group of people, and as we all know, it is the
members of the Ole Miss family that make this place
such an incredible environment. The unique opportunity
to interact and grow within such an amazing culture is
what will keep Ole Miss close to my heart forever."
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PARADE OF BEAUTIES
left:: Most Beautiful, Reade Heredia, stands center with the Top 10 after Parade of Beauties Pageant. Members of the Top 10 in random order: Murray Miller,
Courtney Byrd, Abbey Adcock, Paris Crawford, Alli Bridgers, Taylor-Alice Mays, McKenzie Mitchell, Allie Strange, Chandler Short, Ryan Henry and Catherine
Holman. Right: Reade Heredia is crowned by former Most Beautiful, Kyndal Hayes, photos | THOMAS GRANING

160

The Ole Miss | 2014

MISS UNIVERSITY
Left and right: Anna Beth Higginbotham is crowned the 2014 Miss University by 2013 Miss University, Caroline Conerly, at
the Ford Center. Both women are from Hattiesburg, Miss, photos | THOMAS GRANING
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HALL
FAME

of

TIMOTHY ABRAM
Abram is a public policy lead
major from Horn Lake, Mississippi. Beyond his
leadership as president of Omicron Delta Kappa, chief of staff for the Black Student
Union, and Columns Society, Abrams character shined as he received the inaugural
ASB Creed Week Award. A member of the Trent Lott Leadership Institute, Abram en
gages with the campus as the opinion editor and writer for the Daily Mississippian. He
is a member of the Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College. A leader in the Men of
Excellence, Abram volunteers with the Big Event, the Boys and Girls Club of Oxford,
and Relay for Life. He has been highly involved with the Associated Student Body,
One Mississippi and Mississippi First. As a next step, Abram will instruct Mississippi
students with Teach for America.

GREGORY ALSTON
Alston is a public policy 1
ip major from Hattiesburg, Mississippi. He served as
the president of the Associated Student Body for the 2013-2014 school year. He is a
member of the Student Alumni Council, Reformed University Fellowship, Cardinal
Club, and Model United Nations. An Eagle Scout, Alston interned with U.S. Senator
Roger Wicker in Washington, D.C., and was a field officer for U.S. Congressman Alan
Nunnelee and Mississippi State Treasurer Lynn Fitch. In addition to interning with the
Ole Miss Athletics Marketing Department, Alston is a member of the Sigma Chi fra
ternity. The 2011-2012 Associated Student Body Senator of the Year volunteered with
the Big Event, Feed the Hunger, and the Resurrection House AIDS Haven Project in
South Africa. Alston is a member of the Trent Lott Leadership Institute.
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MADISON COBURN
Coburn is a public policy leadership major from Ridgeland, Mississippi. She served as
president of the Columns Society and director of the University of Mississippi Big Event.
An Ole Miss Ambassador, she is a member of the Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors
College and the Trent Lott Leadership Institute. She was president and recruitment chair
of the Delta Delta Delta sorority. Coburn is a member of Phi Kappa Phi, Gamma Beta
Phi, Mortar Board, Omicron Delta Kappa, Golden Key, and the Order of Omega. Co
burn volunteered with RebelTHON, St. Jude, Oxford Lafayette Humane Society, and Ox
ford Medical Ministries. She has been involved with Campus Crusades, Student Advisory
Board, Italian Club, and the William Winter Institute. Coburn interned for U.S. Senator
Roger Wicker in Washington, D.C.

KATHARINE
DEROSSETTE
DeRossette is an exercise science major from Vicksburg, Mississippi . The 2013 Miss Ole
Miss, DeRossette served as Mortar Board president and the director of Freshman Council.
She worked in the Office of Sustainability as the Green Grove Manager as she spearheaded
a game-day recycling program. An orientation leader, she is a member of Omicron Delta
Kappa, Lambda Sigma, Order of Omega, Cardinal Club, and Catholic Campus Minis
tries. She is a member of Kappa Delta sorority in which she served as the leadership excel
lence chair. DeRossette volunteered in leadership positions with Rollin’ Rebels Wheelchair
Basketball Tournament, Clara Barton Diabetes Camp, Relay for Life, the Big Event, and
Prevent Child Abuse America. DeRossette is an active member in the St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church.
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VINOD KANNUTHURAI
Kannuthurai is a triple major in classics, political science and public policy leader
ship from Hazlehurst, Mississippi. A Taylor medalist, Vinod is a member of Phi Beta
Kappa and Phi Kappa Phi. Vinod served as vice-president of Omicron Delta Kappa,
the Alexander Hamilton Society, Model United Nations, Lambda Sigma, and Fresh
man Focus. A member of the Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College, he was
involved with the University Judicial Council, Eta Sigma Phi Classics Honors Society
and Mississippi First. He completed a prestigious internship with the Federal Bureau
of Investigation. Vinod has volunteered with the Salvation Army in New York City,
an AIDS service project in South Africa, and several beautification projects in Mound
Bayou, Mississippi. Vinod won the 2012 Transatlantic Essay Competition sponsored
by the German Embassy.

QUADRAY KOHLHEIM
Kohlhiem is a marketing major from Tupelo, Mississippi. A Columns Society host,
Kohlhiem served as the president of the Black Student Union. In the Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity, Inc., he served as historian, social chair, and the national pan-hellenic repre
sentative. Kohlhiem has volunteered for a wealth of causes including Oxford Elemen
tary School, Leap Frog, Boys and Girls Club of Oxford, St. Jude, the Big Event, Relay
for Life, and the Sisters Network. He held a leadership position within the Sunflower
County Freedom Project. A member of Men of Excellence, Kohlhiem was involved
with the Associated Student Body in which he served as the chair of appropriations and
student life. A Freshman Focus mentor, Kohlhiem performed for four years with the
University of Mississippi Gospel Choir.
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MARY BALL MARKOW
Markow is an English major from Jackson, Mississippi. She exhibited great leadership in
the Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College, serving as the student director. In addi
tion, she organized the SMBHC s Sophomore Service Trip to New York City. A Newman
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.
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in Memphis. Markow volunteered with Lambda Sigma, English Language Learners, and
Make-A-Wish Foundation. She served as the scholarship chair and affiliations director of
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school at the University of Mississippi Medical Center.

NEAL MCMILLIN
McMillin is a double major in Southern Studies and Economics from Mladison, Missis
sippi. A Taylor medalist and Newman scholar, he was the recipient of the 2013 Barksdale
Award for renewable energy research in Scotland. A Thacker Mountain Radio intern,
McMillin received a bioethics fellowship from the University of Mississippi Medical
Center. He interned with U.S. Senator Thad Cochran. He served as a founding editor
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tary Poetry Project. He is a member of Phi Kappa Phi, Otnic i................. Kappa, and the
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Tornado Relief Project. He is a member of the Kappa Alpha Order. McMillin won first
prize in the University of Mississippi Southern Literary Festival and published the feature
piece for the Delta Project magazine.
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DANIEL ROBERTS
Roberts is a public policy leadership major from Moss Point, Mississippi. An Orienta
tion Leader, Ole Miss Ambassador, and Columns Society host, Roberts studied abroad in
Osnabruck, Germany. He is a member of the Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College
and the Trent Lott Leadership Institute. Daniel has interned in Washington, D.C. with
the Office of the First Lady at the White House, Congressman Elijah E. Cummings of
Maryland, and the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Oversight and Govern
ment Reform. The author of a smoke-free campus policy, Roberts served as Associated
Student Body President Pro Tempore. He is a member of Men. of Excellence and Kappa
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. Roberts volunteered abroad in the Galapagos Islands with the
Ecuador Public Policy Initiative and worked with schools in Port Elizabeth, South Africa.

ANISH SHARMA
Sharma is an accounting major from Greenwood, Mississippi. He has served as presi
dent of the Associated Accounting Student Body and the Cardinal Club. He is a Taylor
medalist, a Carrier scholar, and a member of Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College.
Sharma is a member of Phi Kappa Phi, Mortar Board, Order of Omega, and Gamma
Beta Phi. In. addition to his leadership roles as Executive Director of the Office of Global
Engagement and the Beta Alpha Psi Vice President of National Activities, Sharma is
the treasurer of Omicron Delta Kappa. He is a member of Sigma Nu fraternity and has
served as treasurer, recorder, and sentinel. He has volunteered with Leap Frog, the Big
nt, the UM Food Bank, and the Sapphire Primary School in Port Elizabeth, South
Eve
Africa.
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WHO’S
WHO
AMONG AMERICAN COLLEGES
AND UNIVERSITIES

TIMOTHY ABRAM
Horn Lake, MS

ABBIE AIELLO

GBEGORY ALSTON
Hattiesburg, MS

JENSEN ANKERSON
Fairhope, AL

Benton, LA

CHRISTIE ALLEN
Jackson, MS

Not pictured: Emily Alef, Eleanor Anthony, Byron Burkhalter,

Tyler Campbell, Jillian Cowart, James Cutchin, Sean England,
Grace Glanton, Arpi Grigoryan, Alison Guider, Chase Hughes,
Leslie Hunt, Rachel Hyde, Odie Johnson III, Irving Jones,

Gurkirat Kaur, Kristen Laprade, Kimberly-Joy Lockley, Kelly

Marcy, Amanda McCalla, Ashley Mesecke, Allyson Nichols,
Jeffry Nichols, Hunter Owen Nicholson, Emily Pugh, Carson
Rutledge, Blake Schrouf, Holly Smith, Caroline TurnageButterbaugh, Bryan Wethington, Emily Wilkins.

MARY AMANDA ARNETT
Cool, MS
Mc

GABRIELLE BARRIENTOS

RICHARD BENEKE, JR.

Biloxi, MS

Jackson, MS

BORGMEYER
MARY GRACE BOLANDJackson,KATHERINE
MS
Saint Charles, MO

JULIA BERGER
Atlanta, GA

CHARLES BOWMAN
Madison, MS

ADAM BLACKWELLNatchez, MS

GRACE ANNE BOYD
Cordova, TN
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REBECCA BOZEMAN
Aberdeen, MS

ANNA BLAIR BROWN
Raymond, MS

WILLIAM BUMPAS III
Dyersburg, TN

CAITLIN CAMBRON
Santa Rosa Beach. FL

HENRY T. CHIANG
Madison, MS

KEELY CHILDRESS
Monroe, LA

MADISON CORURN
Ridgeland, MS

WILLIAM COLE
Clinton, MS

| 2014

TIA COLLIER
Seymour, TN

TEIAH COOK
Olive Branch, MS

KYNDALL COX
Columbus, MS

LANAESHA COX
Ripley, MS

MIRIAM CRESSWELL
Grenada, MS

ALLEY DAILY
Atkins, AR

KATHARINE DEROSSETTE
Vicksburg, MS

JOSEPH DIKUN
McDonald, OH
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WALKER DOWELL
Jackson, MS

KRISTEN ELLIS
Ridgeland, MS

CORY FERRAEZ

PATRICK FIELDS
Byram, MS

STEWART GAMMILL V
Hattiesburg, MS

ADAM GANUCHEAU
Hazlehurst, MS

DIEGO GARCIA
Hattiesburg, MS

CEDRIC GARRON
Winona, MS

| 2014

JADE GENGA
East Greenwich, RI

KODY SHADE HARRELL
Tupelo, MS

AIMEE GREGORYCollierville, TNMORGAN GREGORY

BRACEY HARRIS
Byram, MS

CAMDEN HASTINGS
Brentwood, TN

RACHEL HAMMONS
Memphis, TN

KYNDAL HAYES
Germantown, TN
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JENNYBETH HENDBICK
Corinth, MS

PESHANI HERATH
Oxford, MS

TIMBRELY LANELL HINES
Courtland, MS

LILLIAN HOFFER
Florence, MS

CASEY HOLLIDAY
Nesbit, MS

JEREMY HOLLIDAY
Southaven, MS

JESSI HOTAKAINEN
Embarrass, MN

CAMPBELL HUNT
Marion, IL
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LESLIE HUNT
Forest, MS

BEN HURSTON
Hattiesburg, MS

BLAIR JACKSON
Hattiesburg, MS

SHRUTI JAISHANKAR
Ridgeland, MS

KELLS JOHNSON
Louisville, MS

ALEXANDRA JONES
Madison, MS

STERLING JOWERS
Dyersburg, TN

VINOD KANNUTHURAI
Hazlehurst, MS
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MATTHEW KEIFER
Meridian, MS

QUADRAY KOHLHIEM
Tupelo, MS

RACHEL LOWE
Bartlett, TN

ELISE LUERS

GLENNA LUSK
Collierville, TN

GUS MAPLES
Lucedale, MS

MARY BALL MARKOW
Jackson, MS

CAROLINE MAY
Germantown, TN

I 2014

Concord NH

KELSEY MAYNORD
Chattanooga, TN

LATOYA MCJUNKINS
Oxford, MS

ADDISON MICKENSMacon, MS
JOHN REYNOLDS MIERS
Greenville, MS

LAUREN MCMILLIN
Madison, MS

JOHN MONTEITH
Lake Cormorant, MS

NEAL MCMILLIN
Madison, MS

NATALIE MOORE
Norcross, GA
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CAMILLE MULLINS
Madison, MS

MARY ASHTON NALL
Leesburg, GA

JANA NEWCOMER
Rowlett, TX

TOM NORSWORTHY
Wynne, AR

GILBERT OLUWASEUN
OBAJIMI
Lagos, Nigeria

PANKAJ PANDEY
Itarsi, India

ROBERT STEWART
PIRANI
Collierville, TN

ROB PYRON
Crystal Springs, MS

| 2014

SUJITH
RAMACHANDRAN
Hyderabad, India

DANIEL CURTIS
ROBERTS
Moss Point, MS

REGAN REARDONJackson, MS

CAROLINE
ROHDE-MOE
Norway

OLIVIA REARICK
Diamondhead, MS

BREA RICH
Ripley, MS

RUBEN RUIZ
Forest, MS

SUSANNA RYCHLAK
Oxford, MS
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NICK SABERTLebanon, OH KATHERINE SACHARUK
Hendersonville, TN

ASHLI B. SCOTTParis, TN
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VICTORIA SHANKS
Ackerman, MS

HALEY SANDERSBentonville,
AR

ANISH SHARMA

ABIGAIL SANDIFEB
Greenville, MS

ANDREW SMELSER
Hampton Cove, AL

DANIELLE SMITH
Oxford, MS

JAMES LANDIN SMITH
Madison, MS

MEGAN SMITH
Corinth, MS

JARED SPOONS
Knoxville, TN

ARIGAIL STANEC
Wadsworth, OH

KELSEY STEPHENS

JUS TIN KYLE TANNER
Myrtle, MS

CHRISTIAN TAYLOR
Guntersville, AL
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CARATHORNE
Toronto, Canada

PATRICK TURBEVILLE
Southaven, MS

OLIVIA WATKINSCarthage, MO
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NATHANIEL
WEATHERSBYWesson, MS

JACQUELINE WALKER
Batesville, MS

SAMRAWARD
Meridian, MS

SCOTT WEATHERSBY
Hattiesburg, MS

KAYLEIGHWEBB
Purvis, MS

DAVID WILBANKS
Corinth, MS

JAMEY WILSON
Iuka, MS

KRISTEN WILSON
Ridgeland, MS

LACEY WINSTEAD
Brandon, MS

STEPHEN COLRY
WOODS
Byhalia, MS

KENDRA WRIGHT
Tuscaloosa, AL

LORRAINE YORK
Jackson, MS

RACHELYOUNG
Germantown, TN
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CAMPUS
FAVORITES

CAMDEN HASTINGS

JEREMY HOLLIDAY

RACHEL CRIM

MADISON COBURN

MORGAN GREGORY

MATTHEW KEIFER

MEGAN MCBETH

RUBEN RUIZ

2014 I The Ole Miss

185

-------- 2014 —
UNDERCLASSMEN

Abney, Darnita

Adams, Brad

Bacon, Grace
Bailey, Mallory

Ballard, Angela

Barron, Mary Talor
Baylor, Samantha

Bell, Brantley
Bertucci, Luciana
Black, Breanna

Bolts, Jennifer
Britton, James

Brown, Carmeshia
Brown, Lakierra

Browning, James
Bruchman, Katherine
Bunte, Megan

Burrell, Cortney

Butler, Margaret
Campbell, Madeline
Campbell, Teiandra
Canup, Chelsea

Carpenter, Bethany

Champaneri, Kajol
Champion, Torrie

Christian, Lindsay

Coleman, Alexis
Collins, Caitlin

Cooper, Morgan

Cossar, Mary
Craig, Anna

Cramer, Iva
Crider, Anna
Crump, Brittany

Cruz, Rosaline

Dantzler, Nico
Davis, Jakira
Denson, Mary

Draper, Benton
Draper, Mary-Myers
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UNDERCLASSMEN

Earl, Lizzie

Edwards, Raven
Ellison, Howard
Erbes, Aaron

Farmer, Scotlynn
Fisher, Sallie

Fowler, William

Ganatra, Khyati
Gatlin, William

Gautier, Kristina
Gibson, Lashonda

Gibson, Leah

Gladney, Tameka
Gonzaba, Gabriella

Griffin, Breanne
Griffin, Kelsey

Gullick, Greg
Hannah, Jasmine

Heggie, Amber
Hilt, Jamie

Holland, Daniele
Hollis, Evonda
Horn, Robert

House, Francesca
Huff, David

Humphries, Delta
Hyche, Kyle

Inman, Anna
Jackson, Tonya

Jenkins, Rachel

Johnson, Joni

Jones, Katrina
Jones, Melany
Jurney, Delta

Knighten, Shelby

Koeder, Amanda
Krishna, Kati
Landrum, Lindsey
Laura April Ford, Beasley
Layne, Kenneth
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Lock, Ashley

Ly, May

Mason, Mona

Massey III, James
Mays, De ja

McClendon, Turner
McCullar, Charlotte

McDonald, Candy
McKenzie, Jessica

Merritt, Suzannah
Moore, Dudley
Neilson, Heather

Nelson, Debra

Oliver, Jessica
Oliver, Kaneisha
Oliver, Tiara
Outlaw, Jesseca
Peeples, Terry
Perry, Jeffery

Pho, Dha
Pinkney, Catrice

Pitts, Holly

Powell, Elizabeth
Powell, Lisa
Prince, Rebecca

Pyroh, Elizabeth
Pyron, Mary Landrum
Quirk, Joseph

Raines, Aaron
Redfearn, Adam

Reed, Bridget
Reed, R.

Riddle, Jennifer
Robison, Dena

Robison, James
Sadia, Maisha

Sandroni, Taylor

Schuldt, Renee
Seabrook, Hunt

Shelton, Matthew
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UNDERCLASSMEN

Shelton, Regina

Shoffner, Kayla
Simmons, Jacob
Smith, Analee
Smith, Maxwell

Stallings, Caroline
Stanford, Casey

Stanley, Caleb
Stitt, Helen Hanson

Stricklen, Dallas
Theivendran, Shevanuja

Thind, Navneet

Thompson, Brittain
Tippitt, Carolton

Townsend, J. J.
Tran, Que-Lynn

Tucker, Joshua

Tullos, Caroline
Ursic, David
Vance, Mary

Walker, Jessie
Walker, Shakia

Walker, Shoneel
Walker, TaQuita
Ward, LaJoya

Watkins, Morgan
Weaver, Gennifer

Williams, Brittney
Williams, Caroline
Williams, Jalisa
Williams, Kala
Williams, Shelby
Withers, William
Womble, Lindsay

Woodard, Davelin

Word, Amanda
Wu, Joanna
Yates, Gene
Young, Ashley

Zhang, Yujing
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Abbey, Taylor

Abel, Cynthia
Abide, Abigail
Ables, Christopher

Abram, Timothy

Acevedo Loya, Juan
Akhtar, Salma

Aku, Jesse

Aldredge, Cameron
Alexander, Ethan

Alexander, Jasmyn

Alexander, Kenyetta
Allen, Kimberly
Allen, Mary

Allen, Steve
Anderson, Caprice
Anderson, Margaret
Anzalone, Ashley

Apicelli, Cipriano

Armstrong, Lindsay
Arnold, Malesa
Austin, Jessica
Avery, Kara
Avery, Taylur
Bachmeyer, Kaitlin

Bailey, Ashley
Baker, David

Baker, Hillary
Balderas De De La Rosa, Blanca

Ball, Bethany
Ballard, Brecken
Ballard, Jessica

Barnes, James
Barnes, Kaitlyn

Barnes, Morgan
Barnett, Austin
Barnett, Kelly

Barrera, Victoria
Barrientos, Gabrielle

Belizaire, Paula
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Bell, Amber

Bell, KimShonda
Bell, Takiva
Bellflower, Williams
Beneke, Richard
Bennett, Caroline
Bennett, Rachel

Biffle, John
Blackwell, Adam

Blanchard, leshah

Bland, Chatassia
Bolden, Randall
Booker, Edis
Booker, Ethan
Boston, Antoinette
Bowen, Lindsey

Box, Martha
Bozeman, Rebecca

Bracey, Dylan
Brewster, William
Briggs, Christina

Briley, Ariel
Britt, Kristina
Britton, Corinthian

Brooks, Adam
Brooks, Travis

Brown, Anna Blair
Brown, Doris
Brown, Larry
Brown, Mandy

Brown, Meghan

Brownlee, Tashekia
Brunson, Jassica

Burgreen, Elizabeth
Burleson, Samuel
Burrell, Laken

Burt, James

Bush, Patricia
Byrd, Jennifer

Cade, Tripp
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Caldwell, Christopher
Caldwell, Hugh
Caldwell, Kaleigh

Camp, Lauren

Campbell, Betsy
Campbell, Branicus

Candler, Thomas
Cantrell, Daly

Carnes, Taylor

Carpenter, Haley
Carpenter, Kayla

Carter, Allison
Carter, John

Casey, Ethan
Cavuoto, Bryan

Cheatwood, Alexandria
Chiang, Henry

Christian, Tammy
Clark, Adolyn
Clark, Debbie
Clark, Kyla
Coburn, Madison
Cofer, Reeda

Coffman, Michael

Cole, Bethany
Cole, Shelby

Cole, William
Coleman, Brittney
Coleman, Candace

Coley, Jasmine
Collier, David

Collier, Morgan
Collier, Randy
Collier, Tia
Compton, Meagan

Conley, Brittany
Conner, Austin

Conwill, Hannah
Cook, Teiah

Cooper, Joseph
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Cooper, Mallory
Corbin, Tyler

Cordes, Elizabeth
Cornelius, Denton

Covington, Ryan
Cox, Ellen
Cox, Lanaesha

Craft, Sissie

Crawford, Paris
Creel, Ashton

Crisler, Jarred

Cronk, Mary Liz
Cruces, Jazmin

Cuellar, Angel
Darby, Alaina
Darling, Michael

Davis, Adam
Davis, Henry
Davis, Jarrett
Davis, Kenneth
Davis, Miles
Deaton, Makita
Dehmer, Sydney
Denman, Keleshia

Derossette, Katharine
Dickerson, Kristen
Dillon, Sheletha

Dilworth, Olivia

Dixon, Lekendrick
Dixon, Tiffany

Doggett, Brian

Dornbusch, Alisha

Dozier, Tre'

Drennen, Cecilia
Dubose, David
Dukes, Jenny
Dunigan, Jonece

Egan, Jessica

Eley, Brittany
Ellis, Kristen
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Eschete, Jake

Estes, Garret

Farris, Bonnie
Farris, Calina
Farris, Jenna
Fears, Kenneth

Fields, Patrick
Fitzpatrick, Ashli

Flannigan, Kimberly

Flore, Ryan
Fly, Kristen
Ford, Mary

Foreman, Quinton
Foster, Rose Ann

Fowler, Megan
Fox, Samantha

Frederick, Forrest

Frey, Samantha
Friar, Rudee
Ganatra, Bindiya

Ganucheau, Adam
Garner, Jessica

Garrett, Daniel
Garrett, Kelsey

Garron, Cedric

Gathings, L.T.
Gayden, Kelley

Geno, Jonathan
Gentry, Deanna

George, Mary

Gilbert, Dakota
Giles, Monique
Gilkey, Shannon

Gilles, Jodi
Goff, Tiffany

Goldstein, Robert
Gomiller, Katrenia
Gonzalez, Beverley
Goodwin, Rena

Gordji, Rana
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Graham, Shirley
Graves, Tammy
Green, Jennifer

Green, Khrystopher
Green, Shannon

Gregory, Evie
Griffin, Anastasia
Griffin, Toya

Griffin, Victoria

Griffith, Amanda
Griffith, Jasmine
Hagler, Lauren

Hale, Sharonda
Hammett, Kasey

Hammons, Chelsea

Hamp, Katie
Hand, James
Hardwick, Amanda
Hardwick, Hillary

Harges, Cammie
Harmon, Cynthia

Harpole, Hannah

Harrell, Cody

Harris, Bracey

Harris, Renee
Harris, Shawnece

Harrison, Harlee
Harwell, Thomas
Hastings, Camden

Hatch, Arbdella
Hayes, Amber

Hayes, Kyndal

Henderson, Derek
Henderson, Jennifer
Henderson, Patrick

Hendrick, Jennybeth

Henson, Christopher
Hernandez, Karen

Herron, Brittany

Hesse, Nicole
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Hickman, Rodgrick

Hightower, Rebecca

Hill, Christopher
Hill, Tony
Hilliard, Antonie
Hindman, Kevin

Hines, Timbrely

Hobson, Breana
Hodges, Janee'

Hoffer, Lillian

Holland, Laura
Holliday, Casey
Hollingsworth, Ashley

Holly, Julia

Holt, Susan

Hood, Shelby

Horlock, Steven
Horvath, Michelle
Howard, William

Hudspeth, Courtney
Hunt, Campbell
Hunt, Kendrick

Hurd, Stacia

Hurst, Margaret
Hurston, Benjamin
Ireland, Katherine
Ivy, Brooklynn

Jackson, Megan
Jackson, Meghan

Jackson, Milcah

Jackson, Sarah

James, Amber
James, Kaleena
Jarrell, Chelsea
Jendras, Magen

Jenkins, Amber
Jenkins, Desmond
Jenkins, Kimberly

Jennings, Brittany
Jennings, Sparkle
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Jernigan, Myla

Johnson, Debbie

Johnson, Elizabeth
Johnson, Joy
Johnson, Kells
Johnson, Kimberly

Johnson, Stephanie
Johnson, Syrenia
Jones, Antoinette

Jones, Ashley
Jones, Charda
Jones, Ebony
Jones, Lateefah
Jones, Rosemarie

Jones, Ryan
Jowers, Sterling
Kannuthurai, Vinod

Kelly, Connor
Kelso, Lee
Kendrick, Kristin

Keo, Sothea

Kern, Caitlin

Khalil, Rammy
Kiefer, Matthew

Kim, MinJi

Kimble, Monique

Kinard, Irijah

King, Cynthia
King, Heather
King, Kimsey
Kirchner, James

Kirkpatrick, Mary

Knowles, Nicholas

Kohlhiem, Quadray
Kulesza, Brett
Labonia, Gabriel

LaCour, Kimber
Laprade, Kristen

Larry, Anthony
Larson, Barrett
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Law, Wing Yan
Leatherman, Sarah
Lee, Katie
Lentz, Amy

Lewis, Carol
Lockridge, Joanne

Loving, Depra
Lowe, Rachel

Luk, Adria
Lukacs, Magen

Luplow, Martin
Ly, Phuc

Lyons, Samuel
Mack, Dana

Macoy, Stephen
Maloney, Meagan

Mann, Vicky

Maples, Augustus
Marconi, Erica

Marion, Tanesha
Markow, Mary Ball
Marsh, Courtney

Matthews, Eric

Maxwell, Evan
Mayfield, Claudia
Mayfield, Thomas

Mayo, Michael
McArthur, Heather

McBeth, Megan

McCarthy, Sydney
McCay, Tyler
McClain, Kelsey

McCoy, Ian
McCulloch, Anna

McCulloch, Meghan
McDaniel, Krystle

McDonald, Samuel
McEwen, Marsha
McGregor, Heather

Mcllveene, Alexandria
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McJunkins, Latoya

McKennis, Miracle

McKenzie, Shaunterica
McKinney, Gabrielle
McLarty, Michael

McMahan, Laurie
McMillin, Lauren
McMillin, Thomas

McQuirter, Dena
Mercier, Ann
Messer, Walker

Michaels, Jordan
Mickens, Addison
Miclot, Caitlin

Miller, Joseph
Mitchell, Danielle

Mitchell, Darlene
Mitchell, Marcus
Monger, Lorella

Monteith, John
Moody, Kyerra

Moore, Corbin
Moree, Shannon
Morgan, DeMetrius

Morris, Sarah

Morrison, Ellie
Mosow, Matthew
Mounts, Brittany

Mullins, Camille
Murillo, Ignacio

Murphy, Kevin
Murphy, Maggie
Murphy, Nathan
Myrick, Melody
Nanney, Jennifer

Neely, Stephanie
Newcomb, Stewart

Newman, Rebecca
Newsom, Corianna

Nunnally, Tatsyana
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GRADUATES

Offutt, Jillian
Otulana, Ruthie

Overcash, Destanie

Owens-Wilson, Hope
Ozment, Ryan
Pak, Maria

Palmer, Devontae
Patton, Lois

Pecanty, Piper
Peddy, Alexis
Pelattini, Sean

Pepe, Ross
Peters, Jonathan

Petrie, Kristina
Pettit, Angela

Phillips, Patricia
Phillips, Tanner
Pickett, Labrandon

Pimperl, John
Pirani, Stewart

Pittman, Rahmana
Plaxico, Brittany

Pollard, Erica
Pounds, Peggy
Prestwich, Michael
Pritchard, Charles

Pyron, Robert
Raines, Mandi
Ramsey, Scott
Redding, Katherine
Rentz, Cody

Restaino, Gerard
Reynolds, Adreain
Rich, Brea

Richards, Daryl
Richardson, Ashton
Richardson, Pamela

Richardson, Sallie
Ridgeway, Ashley
Riley, Cecily
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Rios, Brandon

Rivero, Haley
Roach, Karissa
Robbins, Brittany

Roberson, Jalesa
Roberson, Tina
Roberts, Daniel

Robinson, Olivia
Robinson, William

Rodriguez, Vai
Rogers, Alexis
Rogers, Andrea
Rogers, Mary

Rosenthal, Julia

Ruffin, Terrance

Ruiz, Aura

Rumbley, Danielle
Rushing, Angela
Russell, Blake

Ryan, Bart
Ryan,Joshua
Sallis, Christina

Salman, Hassnaa

Sanford, Brandi
Sanford, Lindzarius

Schneider, Elisabeth
Scott, Ashli

Scullion, Amber
Shah, Shukr
Shanks, Victoria

Sharma, Anish
Shaw, Evan
Shaw, Suzanne
Shaw, Whitney

Shen, Wenpei
Sherrard, Jessica

Shin, Sangeun
Shinault, Darius
Shumaker, Kayla

Simmons, David

2014 I The Ole Miss

203

GRADUATES

Simmons, Lauren

Sims, Cameron

Sipp, Thomas
Sloan, Lauren

Smelser, Andrew
Smith, Bianca
Smith, Brandance
Smith, Dawn

Smith, Erin
Smith, Jordan

Smith, Kathy
Smith, Kimberley
Smith, Lashaunda
Smith, Stepheney

Sneed, Lindsey
Spoons, Jared

Stack, Samantha

Stande, Chenelle
Stanec, Abigail

Stanfield, Kelvonna
Stanton, Olivia
Stapleton, Ashleigh

Staten, Megan

Stephens, Jonathan
Stephens, Kelsey

Stephens, Mary
Stephens, Nicolas

Stevens, Timothy

Stone, Brittney
Stone, Stephen
Strait, Rachel

Stubbs, Brittany
Sturdevant, Dexavier

Subauste, Alessandro

Suggs, Sierra

Sullivan, Courtney
Sullivan-Gonzalez, Dora Frances

Sundquist, Paige
Swartz, Michael

Swing, Keyara
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Sykes, Reneshia
Taylor, Markysha
Teasley, Angelika
Tedford, James

Terrell, Austin

Terry, Katherine
Thomas, Kenesia

Thomas, Stephanie

Thompson, Davina
Thompson, LeKeldrich
Thompson, Owen
Thompson, Sarah
Thorne, Cara

Tidwell, Kayla
Tillman, Justin

Topps, Ophelia
Traylor, Raven

Trice, Lacreshia
Trice, Tabatha

Trim, Tammy
Trotter, Vernice
Turnage, Amy

Turner, Ciara

Turner, Ethan
Turner, Jasmine
Vaughn, Paige

Visor, Ashley

Volker, Kristin

Voss, Rachel
Walker, Shayla
Walls, Caleb

Walls, Shameshia
Walsh, Elizabeth
Walter, Lindsey

Ward, Samra

Warren, Michael
Washington, Amante
Wasserman, Stephanie

Watkins, Samantha

Watson, Chassidy
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Watson, Gabriel

Weatherby, Sarah
Weathersby, Nathaniel

Weatherwax, Alexandra
Webb, Kayleigh

Webley, Kandance
West, Landria
White, Lindsay
White, Mallory
Whitlow, Candace
Wiggs, Joseph

Wilbanks, David
Wilbanks, Krista

Wilde, Jennifer

Williams, Charlissa

Williams, Deeann
Williams, Jameese
Williams, Jamie
Williams, Jasmine

Williams, Jazmin
Williams, Lakeita

Williams, LaTonya
Williams, Lauren
Williams, Nanney
Williams, Shacorya
Williams, Shan

Williamson, Katherine

Willingham, Alisha
Willoughby, Emma

Wills, Khristian

Wilson, Bryanna
Wilson, Elizabeth

Wilson, George
Wilson, Jamey

Wilson, Jennifer
Winstine, Quentin
Wittmann, Stephen

Wood, Alexandra
Wood, Brooke
Woods, Michael
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Woods, Stephen
Wren, Delaney
Wright, Endia

Wright, Sarah

Yam, Wan Yee
Yates, Cameron
Yeager, Alivia

Yi, Rachel
Young, Kimberly
Youngblood, Wesley
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“Ole Miss is the open arms embracing me as I cross the state
line. It’s a community that lives up to the name ‘family.’ It took
in this random, quirky Tennessee girl and gave her that sense of
belonging every time she walked to class. It taught her that even
people of the most opposite backgrounds can find something
in common (even if it’s hating cowbells). Ole Miss showed her
how to be intentional and wholehearted towards every individual
person and opportunity. Ole Miss stood next to her while she,
sometimes obnoxiously, cheered on the Rebs and stood behind
her as she seized opportunities for leadership on campus. It is the
reason I can’t wait to tell everyone how proud I am to call Ole
Miss my alma mater and my home.”

asb vice president | MORGAN GREGORY
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REBELS
ON THE
RISE

FO TBAL

Opposite: Hugh Freeze and the Rebels celebrate after defeating Georgia Tech in the Music City Bowl, photo | IGNACIO MURILLO. Above left: Quarterback Bo Wallace throws a pass against Arkansas. Above right: Senior place kicker
Andrew Ritter celebrates after kicking a 41-yard game winning field goal against LSU. photo | THOMAS GRANING

N

ashville bookended a successful 2013 season,
as head coach Hugh Freeze guided the Reb
els to a one-game improvement in the overall
record and a second bowl victory in as many
years.

Ole Miss finished 8-5 and posted the most
wins since the 2009 team went 9-4. The Rebels beat Vanderbilt for the first time since that season, knocked off
LSU in a last-second thriller and held off Georgia Tech to win the
Franklin American Music City Bowl.
Junior quarterback Bo Wallace joined Eli Manning as the only
quarterbacks in school history to throw for 3,000 yards in a sea
son, totaling 3,346 yards and passing for 18 touchdowns. Wallaces
3,701 yards of total offense broke Mannings school record.

Several members of Ole Miss’ star-studded 2013 recruiting
class received honors in their initial college season. Antonio Con
ner, Laremy Tunsil and Laquon Treadwell were named Freshman
All-America selections. Those three, plus Robert Nkemdiche, were
named to the Southeastern Conference’s All-Freshman squad, and

Treadwell was named the SEC Freshman of the Year.

Junior safety Cody Prewitt was honored as an Associated Press
First Team All-America pick. He’s the 47th individual in program
history to receive that honor after his six interceptions led the league
and was ranked fourth nationally. Prewitt was First Team All-SEC,
while Evan Engram, Tunsil, Denzel Nkemdiche and Serderius Bry
ant were named to the second team.

The Rebels opened the college football season with a primetime
Thursday game against Vanderbilt and found late magic to shock
the Commodores, 39-35. Senior Jeff Scott raced 75 yards with 1:07
remaining for the final margin. Prewitt had an interception to seal
it, as Vanderbilt was driving with seconds left.
Ole Miss moved to 3-0 with another notable road victory two
weeks later, as the Rebels routed Texas, 44-23. The victory moved
Ole Miss to No. 21 nationally, the best ranking of the season.
After falling in three-straight conference games and dealing with
a long list of injuries, Ole Miss shocked the nation on an ESPN
Saturday night. The Rebels got out to a 17-0 third-quarter lead,
and after LSU fought back to tie the game at 24, senior placekicker

Andrew Ritter hit a 41-yard field goal with 2 seconds remaining for
the 27-24 win. It was the first Ole Miss win against a top 10 team
since beating LSU in 2009.

The notable victory sparked a four-game winning streak, as the
Rebels posted double-digit wins against Idaho, Arkansas and Troy,
all in Oxford.
Losses to SEC East champion Missouri and at Mississippi State
ended the regular season, but the bowl victory capped off a suc
cessful campaign and gave the Rebels six straight bowl wins, which
is tied with Florida State for the longest active streak nationally.
Wallace nabbed MVP honors with 256 yards passing and 86 yards
rushing. Donte Moncrief caught six balls for 113 yards and a
touchdown in his final game as a Rebel.
The Rebels finished off the season on Feb. 5 with its second con
secutive top-20 recruiting class - a year after all four major services
had Ole Miss in the top 10 nationally. The Rebels signed the top
three players in the state of Mississippi, per Rivals.com and 19 play
ers who rated four stars or better by at least one service.

story | HANNAH WHITTEN
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Opposite top left: Coach Freeze leads the Rebels onto the field after locking
the Vaught. Opposite right: Tight end Evan Engram catches a pass during
the first half of the football game against Vanderbilt in Nashville. Top Right:
Donte Moncrief goes for a catch against Auburn. Above: Running back Jeff
Scott and quarterback Barry Brunetti celebrate after Scott's touchdown in
the fourth quarter of an NCAA college football game in Nashville, Tenn.
photos | THOMAS GRANING Opposite bottom left: Rebels defeat Texas,
44-23. photo | AUSTIN MCAFEE. Left: Jaylen Walton makes a run against
Texas A&M. photo | IGNACIO MURILLO
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back on the

GRIDIRON

--------------------football --------------------

D.T SHACKELFORD
Ole Miss football has been through highs and lows between 2009 and
2013. One player who has been a part of it all is D.T. Shackelford, whose
career in Oxford seems to mirror the fortunes of the Rebels’ program.

to play, I don’t feel like I’m really missing that part of it, and that’s all I
really care about, is having the love and passion for the game. I keep play
ing and I keep loving it.”

In 2009, Shackelford was named SEC All-Freshman by the conference
coaches after playing in 11 games and posting 20 tackles. 2010, however,
was the year Shackelford broke out, starting six games and leading the
team with six sacks and posting 48 tackles.

To close out his career, Shackelford, like the team as a whole, came in
with high expectations. “We want to finish the season on a high note
and win the rest of the games,” he said during the Rebel’s win streak in
November. “We also want to go to a great bowl game and go into the
offseason knowing we set a good mark.” He finished the regular season
with 37 tackles and one sack.

During the final week of spring practice in 2011, Shackelford’s career
was set back because of a torn ACL. He underwent surgery, missing the
season as a redshirt. His ACL troubles continued in 2012, leading him to
miss yet another season.
Shackelford was able to return for one final season in 2013. He was
elated to once again play the game he loves and be a leader on the field.
“It’s been a blessing to even get a chance to contribute in the way I have
been contributing,” he said. “Being out here with my teammates again
and just being on the field, it means the world to me.”

Even though Shackelford missed two seasons, he still wanted to fin
ish his career with the same energy he had prior to his injuries, which
provided a spark to the Rebels defense. “I think the passion and love has
helped,” he said. “As long as you keep the passion and the effort, I think
that overrides a lot of the talent. Having passion and the ability to want
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While Shackelford graduated with a bachelor’s degree in history in May
2012, he is currently pursuing a master’s degree in education. He has
been an example for his teammates in the classroom as a member of the
SEC honor roll every academic year at Ole Miss. As his career ends in
Oxford, Shackelford can look back knowing he was able to contribute to
the Rebel program through good times and bad, both on and off the field.

“I know they can follow my lead years after I leave here,” he said. “It’s
kind of like, what legacy am I leaving? Because I feel like if was to leave
here today, I feel like I would have left my stain on this place, this commu
nity, Oxford, Mississippi, so that’s something that I really take pride in.”
story | EVAN BREWSTER

As long as you keep the
passion and the effort, I
think that overrides a lot
of the talent.
senior

| D.T. SHACKELFORD

Left: D.T. Shackelford pressures Corey Robinson during the game against

Troy in Oxford on Saturday Nov. 16, 2013. Ole Miss defeated Troy 51-21.
photo | Alex Edwards
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A REBEL MOVING FORWARD
------------------------------------- football ----------------------- - --------------

EMMANUEL MCCRAY
Over the past two seasons, there is no doubt the culture and perception of Ole
Miss football has changed. Leadership and determination from upperclassmen
have played an intricate part in the revival of Rebel football.
Coming in as a freshman in 2009, Emmanuel McCray, a native of Jackson,
Miss., was recruited and coached by then-head coach Houston Nutt. After three
years with Nutt at the helm, McCray got to experience an SEC coaching change
first-hand with the hiring of Hugh Freeze.
During his time at Ole Miss, McCray played in 38 career games with 17 starts
at left tackle. He helped produce two of the top three seasons in Ole Miss history
in total yardage and was part of an offensive line that produced the most yards in
school history and ranked 21st in the nation and fifth in the SEC in total offense.

As a fifth-year senior, McCray has seen his share of changes around the Ole Miss
football program. After winning just four games his freshman year and two his
sophomore year, he was ready for a change.
“I came in with Coach Nutt,” McCray said. “Coach Freeze was what we needed.
He was a dose of energy. We needed new faces. He definitely brought a new en
ergy and passion to our program. He’s a good Christian guy, and he has helped us
become good men.”
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where you come from. He was looking for a family-oriented university and found
exactly what he was looking for at The University of Mississippi.
“Initially during my high school football days, I really wanted to represent my
state,” McCray said. “I wanted to be close to home. Ole Miss always had a good
family environment, from the Grove to just walking to class.”

McCray participated in the 2014 Medal of Honor Bowl in Charleston, S.C.
The bowl is a premier all-star game featuring some of the nation’s top draft-el
igible college football players. All participants are college seniors, and each team
is coached by former NFL head coaches. The game is held at Johnson Hagood
Stadium on the campus of The Citadel.

“It was a cool experience,” McCray said. “It was actually a little difficult coming
in as an SEC guy You go out there as a target. You kind of have this target on you
just because you play in that conference. I definitely represented our school well.
It helped to play on that level, most definitely. I was able to hear back from 10 or
12 NFL teams.”

With the NFL Draft right around the corner, McCray is hard at work preparing
for football at the next level. But when his football career ends, he’s prepared to
take on the world of grad school.

With the time culture continuing to evolve, McCray is glad he made the ulti
mate decision to join the Ole Miss football team. For him, playing football at the
collegiate level was always a childhood fantasy.

“Next, I’ll get ready for Pro Day and see how that goes,” McCray said. “I gradu
ated last May 2013 with a degree in exercise science. Next up is graduate school.
That’s definitely the next plan. I’m not 100 percent sure where I’ll be, though.”

McCray believes it’s important to represent your home state and have pride in

story | HANNAH WHITTEN
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Coach Freeze was what we
needed. He was a dose of
energy. We needed new
faces. He definitely brought
a new energy and passion
to our program.
senior

| EMMANUEL MCCRAY
2014 | The Ole Miss 219

BLEEDING

RED

&

BLUE There's

nothing that brings the Ole

Miss community together quite
like

REBEL

FOOTBALL

Opposite: Fans cheer during the first haif of the football game between Ole Miss and Southeast
Missouri State. Top left: Freshman students participate in Rebel Run, a school tradtition where
students run across the field before one of the first games of the season. Bottom left: Wide

receiver Collins Moore celebrates with fans aftera 27-24win against LSIJ. Top right: fans cheer
during a Texas A&M game. Bottom right: Fans cheer before a football game against Southeast
Missouri State. photos | THOMAS GRANING
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FLIM FLAM BIM BAM
-----------------------------------------------

CHEERLEADING

From landing top ranks at competitions to helping support the men’s basketball
team win the SEC Championship to witnessing the Ole Miss Football program
come out victorious against GA Tech at the Music City Bowl, the Ole Miss Cheer
leaders had an excited 2013.
They began their season on a high, supporting the Rebels as they defeated
Vanderbilt in football’s season opener. The victories continued for the following
two games including home opener against Southeast Missouri. Shortly following
the start of football, the squad got busy supporting men’s and women’s basketball
starting in early November.

At the beginning of each year, the cheerleaders have their own competition.
Every season this 16-member squad participates in the Universal Cheerleading
Association Cheerleading Competition. In 2012, they landed first place and were
given the opportunity to compete in the European Cheerleading Championship,
in which they placed first over the best international teams. This year, the squad
entered the competition with energy and excitement along with high expectations
of being ranked amongst the best in college cheerleading. They finished fourth on
the heels of Kentucky, UCF, and Alabama.
This high was compromised mid-way through the season when the squad be
came aware that they were losing a coach.
“It was very difficult to adjust to the idea of her not being there anymore and
going through the process of hiring a new coach,” said senior biochemistry major,

------------------------------------------------

Morgan Davis. The disappointing news became a positive outlook for Davis, how
ever. “Although it was tough at the time, looking back on this experience I realized
that it pulled everyone together and made our team a lot closer.”

With competitions out of the way, the Ole Miss Cheerleaders can now regain
focus and concentrate on the important mission at hand, leading the support team
for the Ole Miss Rebels.
“Competing isn’t our main focus,” said Davis.

When they’re not supporting the Rebels, this spirit squad is busy serving com
munity and making multiple charity appearances, which is one of Davis’ favorite
parts about being a cheerleader. “I love being a positive role model for little kids
and being able to serve my community while representing the University of Mis
sissippi,” she said.
As for next season, Davis has a request for the fans. “I wish that our fans would
be more consistent and help the cheerleaders cheer on every sport regardless of
whether the team is winning or losing.”

Nevertheless, Davis and her teammates are excited to have further opportunities
cheering for the different athletic programs. One game in particular always stands
out. “I always love having another opportunity to cheer on the Rebels at another
bowl game.”

story | AMANDA WILSON

Top and middle left: Cheerleaders greet the football players in front of the Walk of Champions before the LSU game on Oct. 19,2013. Bottom left: Cheerleaders cheer at all home and away games,
including this game at Auburn on October 5, 2013. Right: Before the first half of the Homecoming game versus Idaho on Oct. 26,2013. photos | THOMAS GRANING
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REBEL YELL

-------------------------- rebelettes ---------------------------

“As a senior, I look over my four years and have so many memo
ries,” senior Jensen Ankerson said. “Leading the band out on the
field, with 60,000 people cheering in the stands, was an indescrib
able moment that I will never forget.”
Ankerson is a captain for the Rebelettes, the official dance
team at the University of Mississippi, for the 2013-2014 sea
son. The Rebelettes are proud to be part of Ole Miss Athletics
as well as the Pride of the South Marching Band. Due to their
support from both departments, they serve as representatives
for athletics and the University through the fans and commu
nity service projects.

“Being included in athletics is very rewarding because we are
given every opportunity as any other student athlete,” said ju
nior MacKenzie Ortlepp. “However, being a part of the Pride
of the South is indescribable.”
The Rebelettes perform at home and away football games
on the sidelines, at Grove Show and during pregame and half

time. They also march with The Pride of the South Marching
Band. During the basketball season, they also preform at both
the men’s and women’s games. Throughout the offseason, they
participate in community service and special events, including
UDA College Nationals if applicable.
“It’s such a rewarding experience for the chance not only
from a performance aspect, but in life. Having the incredible
support from athletics and the Pride of the South definitely
makes building this program a whole lot easier,” said new Re
belettes coach, Carley Cryer.

The women of the Rebelettes encourage and support one
another to make the most of their experiences.
“I am so thankful for the opportunity to meet twenty-two
wonderful girls through Rebelettes,” Ortlepp said. “As a team
we are strong, but I have met my best friends through this ex
perience. That is forever.”

story | ASHLEY DUNN

Top and bottom left: Members of the Rebelettes dance before the first half of the football game against Idaho. Right: Rebellettes, along with the cheerleaders,
cheer on the Rebels before the first half of a game against Texas A&M. photos | THOMAS GRANINING
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SOUTH

PRIDE
------------------------------------------

of the

BAND ---------------------------------------------

Tradition runs deep through the veins at the University of
Mississippi. One of the longest-standing traditions at Ole Miss is
the Pride of the South.

practicing long hours not only helps perfect the show, but it also
helps provide a sense of unity and togetherness among band
members.

The Ole Miss band was established in 1928. For 85 years, the
band has given outstanding performances in concert and in sup
port of Ole Miss athletic events.

“We all meet on the practice field at 4 p.m. everyday. Then we
have the warm up,” Poellnitz said. “Our warm up — if you follow
the band our warm up is the same every time — becomes very
emotional. We do that and it brings us all together. That’s the
point of the warm up, not only to get our instruments and lungs
ready, but to get us focused as well.”

With over 300 members, preparing for shows can be difficult.
Through many long days that include grueling practices in any
weather condition, the Pride of the South works to put together
unique shows each year.

“We learn four shows each season,” senior Lindsey Pettis said.
“We have to learn the music and the different sets for marching.
Once we know the show, then we have to review and clean the
shows. Most people do not know how much time we practice.”

For some, the Pride of the South is not just an extracurricular
activity; it’s a foundation for their future.

Learning music and drill sets for four different shows is not
an easy task. Band members are required to practice two hours a
day on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, along with Friday if it’s
a home-game week.

“Music has changed the lives of many people, as well as my
own,” Poellnitz said. “Band gives you a foundation. For me,
personally, I’m the first person in my family to go to college.
Band for me was that other step that I could already see after
high school. If I didn’t have band, I don’t think I would even
be here. I know I share that experience with many of my fellow
band members.”

For many band members, including senior Isaiah Poellnitz,

story | HANNAH WHITTEN

Opposite top and opposite middle: The Pride of the South performs during halftime at the Arkansas game on Saturday, Nov. 9 2013. Opposite bottom: The
Pride of the South performs in the Grove before the LSU game, photos | TYLER JACKSON
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MOVIN' ON UP
---------

MEN'S BASKETBALL ---------

Coming off of an impressive 2012-2013 cam
paign, the Ole Miss Men’s basketball team came
to work in 2013-2014, with back to back NCAA
tournament appearances on their minds. With the
loss of stars Reginald Buckner, Murphy Holloway
and Nick Williams, the reigning SEC Champi
ons had some spots to fill in their quest for the
postseason. The return of guards Marshall Hen
derson, Derrick Millinghaus, Martavious Newby,
Will Norman, Cade Peeper, Jarvis Summers, and
LaDarius White helped keep a majority of the
backcourt intact for the Rebels. With the addition
of Jerron Martin, The Rebels maintained the high
talent level they had come to expect out of their
backcourt under eighth-year head coach Andy
Kennedy. The frontcourt, a strong point of the

2012-2013 Rebels, became a question with the
holes Holloway and Buckner left behind. Juniors
Demarco Cox and Aaron Jones, as well as sopho
more Anthony Perez, were asked to step into those
spots, paired with incoming talent at the forward
positions.

The international trio of Dwight Coleby, Janari
Joesaar and Sebastain Saiz, added much needed
depth to the Rebels roster, with hopes of imme
diate impact. As the Rebels aim for back to back
NCAA Tournament appearances for the first time
since 2001 and 2002, they find themselves in
good position in the top portion of the talented
Southeastern Conference and look to add to the
already impressive history of Ole Miss Basketball.

Below: Anthony Perez aims for a slam dunk during the 2013 Square Jam. photo | TYLER JACKSON. Opposite left: Jarvis
Summers puts up a shot against the Auburn Tigers. Opposite top right: Derrick Millinghaus drives past Mississippi State.
photos | THOMAS GRANING. Opposite bottom right: Sophomore guard, Martavious Newby, shoots the ball during a game
against Troy in Oxford, photo | ALEX EDWARDS

Opposite top left: Fans cheer on their Rebels at Tad Smith coliseum, photo | TYLER JACKSON.
Opposite top right: Marshall Henderson battles against the LSU Tigers, photo | IGNACIO
MURILLO. Opposite below: Head coach Andy Kennedy talks to forward Aaron Jones during
the second half of an game against Auburn. Left: Center Demarco Cox drives the ball past
i center Asauhn Dixon-Tatum during the first half. Top right: Guard Ladarius White

drives the ball past Mississippi State guard Jacoby Davis and forward Colin Borchert during
the first half of an NCAA college basketball game. Above: Guard Marshall Henderson and
forward Sebastian Saiz celebrate with fans after their win against Mississippi State in Oxford,
Saturday, Jan. 25, 2014. photos | THOMAS GRANING
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SPANISH SENSATION
---------------- MEN'S BASKETBALL -----------------

SEBASTIAN SAIZ
With a steady increase of the international presence in American basketball,
the Ole Miss men’s basketball team seems to have taken advantage of the growing
player pool. Seen by their 2013 freshman class which includes three of the four
international players, Andy Kennedy and the Rebel basketball program are clearly
aiming to import talent from overseas. Fueled by the hiring of assistant coach Ser
gio Rouco in 2011, Ole Miss currently has four international players, with players
hailing from the Bahamas, Estonia, Spain and Venezuela.
Of these four, freshman Sebastian Saiz seems to have transitioned to the fast
paced NCAA game the easiest. With his wide wing span and ability to rebound,
the Spaniard has already seen plenty of success in his first season with the Rebels.

What draws international basketball players to the NCAA in America? Saiz
credits late nights watching the Final Four as being the first real seller.
“It was one of my dreams I have always had since I was young,” said Saiz.
“Growing up we would see the college games on TV in the big arenas, with 20,000
fans and students yelling. Being 20 years old with all those people there cheering
really made me want to come experience that.”

Saiz came to America for his senior year in high school, where he played basket
ball at Sunrise Christian Academy in Wichita, Kan. with fellow freshman Rebel
Janari Joesaar of Estonia.
Adjusting to the American game was slightly difficult for Saiz. His interna
tional playing success is evident from his time spent in the European Champion
ships representing Spain, where he most recently participated in the FIBA U-20
World Championships averaging 7.2 points and 6.1 rebounds per game including
a 15 point and 13 rebound performance in the bronze medal game against Russia,
where he fueled Spain’s 70-63 victory.

“When I came to America for my last year of high school, I noticed that the
court seems much smaller than in Spain, and the three-point line is closer,” said
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Saiz. “It seemed like there was less space on the court, so it was harder to play.
That, and the speed of the game are the biggest differences. It’s much faster here in
America and especially in college, everyone seems super fast and strong.”
Off of the basketball court, Saiz found the language barrier to be the most dif
ficult part. “I came here without really knowing any English,” said Saiz. “That
was the biggest issue that I had last year.”

Saiz says assistant coach Sergio Rouco played a major factor in his recruitment
to Ole Miss.
“Coach Rouco speaks Spanish and was really able to help me out with a lot of
things,” said Saiz.

Although he enjoys the high talent level of the NCAA and American basketball,
Saiz admits he enjoys the international game style better.
“I enjoy both games, but I do like the way it’s played in Spain a bit better,” said
Saiz. “It’s more technical than it is here, everybody can contribute more and it
seems easier to play as a whole team, which I like.”

With the NBA in his sights, Saiz notes that a career in sports is something he
wants to achieve in any way possible.

“Without basketball, I would probably try and raise a family and get a good
job,” said Saiz. “I would enjoy being a sports agent and managing players.”
A kid whose favorite thing about the town of Oxford is “the beautiful people,”
Saiz seems to have a bright future with the Ole Miss basketball program. His
work ethic and skills on the court are something the Rebels will be able to enjoy
for a few more years, as he looks to be able to contribute as much as he can for the
remainder of his NCAA career. Whether he’s playing in America or abroad, he will
always be an Ole Miss Rebel.

story | MIKE SWARTZ

Growing up we would see the
college games on TV in the big
arenas, with 20,000 fans and
students yelling. Being 20 years
old with all those people there
cheering really made me want to
come experience that.
freshman

| SEBASTIAN SAIZ

Opposite left: Forward Sebastian Saiz celebrates after a dunk during a game against
the University of Louisiana at Monroe, photo | IGNACIO MURILLO.
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TRANSITION TO THE TOP
--------------------------------------- WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
Transition, intensity, and determination. Those are three key words that
reflect the Ole Miss womens basketball team. The team ended the 20122013 season with only two conference wins, resulting in a huge transition in
the coaching staff. Ole Miss athletics introduced University of Kentucky’s
assistant coach, Matt Insell, as the new head coach for the 2013-2014 season.
“The biggest thing I’m bringing with me from my days at Kentucky is
consistent positive attitude towards our process each day in recruiting, prac
tice, and games,” Insell said. “I look at each day as a new day to see how our
program can improve. “
Insell’s goal for the team was to be the toughest, fastest team in the coun
try each year and to force opposing teams outside of their comfort zone,
playing into his style up and down the court both offensively and defen
sively.
“I am very fortunate to have such a passionate staff that is devoted to
our process of bringing Ole Miss women’s basketball back to the top of the
SEC,” Insell said. “The one thing that stands out to me about all my staff
members is how they relate to the players off the court. They have a players
first’ mentality and are always there for our team.”

Junior Tia Faleru believed that the team and coaching staff transitioned
tremendously and pushed her to improve in new ways.

---------------------------------------

and fan support than in past years due to Coach Insell.
“This year I feel like there are more fans compared to the ones we had last
year,” Jenkins said. “We have more support because people not only want
to watch us play, but also because our coach is very intense.”

Insell has pushed Jenkins to stay focused on her goals, intensifying her
practices as well as games. He also pushed Jenkins to put up extra shots
in practices, which helped guarantee her game winning shot in overtime
against the Mississippi State Bulldogs.

“We as a team are just trying to make this the best year possible. We are
working hard day in and day out to get better,” senior Valencia McFarland
said. “I’m just trying to be the best leader I can possibly be for my team,
whether that’s by example or vocally.”
McFarland believes Coach Insell has brought more support to this season.
“We’re just thankful for their [the fans’] support,” McFarland said.

Insell has brought intensity and determination throughout the staffing
transition for the women’s basketball team. His positivity and passion lead
the Rebels towards a more successful season and he hopes to continue their
progress in years to come.

“Personally, I am being more aggressive for my team this year, trying to
be more productive,” Faleru said. “The team is buying into what Coach
Insell and the staff are teaching us, and we’re taking it one game at a time.”

“Everyone is family here, and it is amazing how the people in Oxford and
at Ole Miss have welcomed my staff and me into the Ole Miss family,” Insell
said. “The passion of everyone around is truly what makes Ole Miss such
a special place to work. I believe that this type of attitude from myself and
the rest of our coaches will help us in the future.”

Senior Kenyotta Jenkins also noticed a greater amount of determination

story | ASHLEY DUNN

Top left: Kenyotta Jenkins rebounds ball during an NCAA college basketball game against Jacksonville State, photo | ALEX EDWARDS. Bottom left: Forward Tia Faleru loses the ball
under the pressure of guard Savannah Carter and Dominique Dillingham during the first half of a game against Mississippi State, photo | THOMAS GRANING. Top right: Forward
Tia Faleru cheers on her team from the sidelines. Bottom right: Valencia McFarland drives up court during a game against Jacksonville State, photos | ALEX EDWARDS
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Above: Matt Insell spent the last five seasons as an assistant coach with the nationally ranked University of

Kentucky women's basketball program before becoming the head coach of the Ole Miss women's basketball team.
photo | THOMAS GRANING. Left: Danielle McCray shoots the ball during an NCAA college basketball game in
Oxford, photo | ALEX EDWARDS. Opposite top left: Coach Matt Insell calls a play during an NCAA women's college
basketball jame aga nst Jacksonville State, photo | ALEX EDWARDS. Opposite bottom left: Forward Kenyotta
Jenkins celebrates with teammates after an 87-85 win against Mississippi State, photo | THOMAS GRANING.
Opposite top right: Tianah Alvarado drives the ball during an NCAA college basketball game against Jacksonville
State. Opposite bottom right: Gracie Fizzell plays defense against the Jacksonville Gamecocks, photo | ALEX

RDS
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SET TO WIN
— WOMEN'S

VOLLEYBALL ___

The Rebels posted a 14-17 record in the 2013 season, including a
4-14 record in Southeastern Conference play. It marked the program’s
third straight losing season. After 12 years of guiding the Ole Miss vol
leyball team, head coach Joe Getzin will not be retained for next season.
Senior Kara Morgan was the leader this season, just as she had been
for her entire time at Ole Miss. Morgan closes out her career with 117
matches played, including starts in all but eight of those matches. Mor
gan’s name can be found in the program’s career top-10 in kills, attempts,
digs and service aces.

Opposite left: Rebels throw up the landshark in celebration. Opposite top right:
Evan St. Laurent and Cara Fisher keep an eye on the ball. Opposite bottom right:
.I.y Lap«.mW...:i.PH....rii. .; ..win. I...p. . /..
Ei.io.. o.o.. .h.. :. s for .i hit, phou.s I .F.r.I. ER
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SWING, SET, SPIKE
--------------------------------------- VOLLEYBALL ---------------------------------------

MARIE-PIERRE BAKIMA
Oxford, Miss., is 4,555 miles away from Paris, France. Rebel outside hitter
Marie-Pierre Bakima traveled that great distance to play volleyball at Ole Miss to
accomplish her dream.
The 5’-10” outside hitter, Bakima, is lovingly called “Mapie” by the team as well
as family and friends.
Bakima did not always know that she would become a volleyball player. Ac
cording to Mapie, she did not expect to be any good at sports. She tried playing
soccer in France to no avail. She looked for another team sport and started playing
volleyball at age 10.
Once she found volleyball, she found a love. Bakima played on a regional club
team in France until she was invited to join the Junior National Team, which she
played on for 5 years. She knew she had a lot to learn in order to play professionally
so she set out for America. She first played for San Jacinto College in Houston,
Texas before coming to Ole Miss.
“I wanted to get some experience and get out of my comfort zone,” Bakima said.
“I was at home with my parents, and I needed to go somewhere else to see what is
hard in life as well as volleyball. I love traveling so it was not a big deal for me at
all. I just always wanted to play somewhere else, and I decided to come to the U.S.”

Playing in America was a new and unique experience for Bakima. The game in
the U.S. is markedly different the European version.
“First of all, the ball is different, and then you guys have so many subs for vol
leyball in the U.S. In France we just have 5 subs per game, and you guys have 15,”
Bakima said.

But Bakima said it is not just the difference in the ball.
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“Here the libero can serve and you cannot do that in France or Europe. The first
time it happened during the game I was like, ‘What are you doing, you are not
suppose to serve.’ Then she was like, ‘You foreigner. Just go.’ I was tripping, and it
is just different. But I really like it, and I have learned from both sides, playing in
Europe and playing in the U.S. too.”

Bakima wrapped up her first season in an Ole Miss uniform. She was a part of
a team that had five freshman and two junior college transfers.
Mapie was a consistent part of the Rebel front line as she averaged just over 2
kills per set during the season.

According to Bakima, the games have not been the most important part of her
team experience here at Ole Miss. The family, love and support that the team has
provided her is the best part of her time in Oxford.
“I do not have any family here, but this team has become my family,” Bakima
said. “I know that I can talk to anyone here. Every time I miss my family, they
always have my back and they try to help me out.”

Mapie is already excited for the next season as she and the young team learn how
to play more fluidly with each other.
“We have a lot of freshman and transfers here this year from junior college, so
just to get to know how we play with each other, in both down and up situations,”
Bakima said. “If we learn how to play with each other, it will help us a lot next
year.
J)

story | WILL TYNER

I do not have any family here, but
this team has become my family.

I know that I can talk to anyone
here. Every time I miss my family,

they always have my back and
they try to help me out.
junior

| MARIE-PIERRE BAKIMA

Left: Marie-Pierra Bakima keeps her on the ball against the Florida Gators at a
game in Oxford, photo | TYLER JACKSON
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HOME on the RANGE
------------------------------------------------------

RIFLE

---------------------------------------------------

MELISSA QUARTARONE
Senior Melissa Quartarone has been leading the Lady Rebel Rifle team from the
beginning of her time at Ole Miss. As a freshman, she finished third on the team in
the small bore competition and contributed to the team score twelve times in the
small bore. Since then, she has been able to fulfill her dream of becoming a leader.

"Since freshman year I have wanted to lead the team,” Quartarone said. “Every
year I have tried to be the best in scoring and be my best because my best is best for
the team. This year especially, being a senior, I am setting examples for the fresh
man. We are going to be leaving these three freshman to lead the team essentially,
so I think all of us want to set the example and lead in the way we perform in
competition and the way we train.”

Quartarone managed to lead the team in the classroom, as well. Her freshman
year she was named Ole Miss Rifle Scholar-Athlete of the year. As a junior, she
earned Collegiate Rifle Coaches' Association Academic All-American honors for
the third consecutive year. A forensic chemistry major, Quartarone knows the im
portance of managing equal amounts of time spent on the range and focusing on
academics.

"I think I have done really well balancing school and my sport,” she said. ‘The
classes are a little more demanding senior year. Sometimes it gets a little stressful
and tough, but I always pull through. It’s a big part of what we do, time manage
ment."
Finding the balance between the two, however, can be a struggle. "I feel like I
want to spend all my time on the range,” Quartarone said. “It’s a good thing we
don’t have open hours on the range because I would just be there all the time. It’s
a struggle because I will get on the range and I am thinking about school, a dis
traction to my sport. Then I get to school and I am wanting to be on the range, a
distraction from school. They both distract from each other."

During her time as a member of the Ole Miss women's rifle team Quartarone
has defined for herself what it truly means to be a student-athlete. “At the end of

the day I am not just representing Ole Miss Rifle, but Ole Miss Athletics,” she said.
“And Ole Miss Athletics represent Ole Miss."
Although Quartarone is ready for the next step in her life, she knows the tran
sition will not be easy. "This year is different because it is my senior year,” she
said. “After this I won't be able to shoot in college matches anymore. There is
something that is a little bittersweet about that because while I can strive to shoot
after college, I will never get this atmosphere again. I am excited to move on, move
forwards and maybe shoot past college and close the door on this part of my life.
At the same time I will miss it and the family my college team has become. "

The relationships Quartarone has made during her four years at Ole Miss have
been a large part of her experience as a college athlete. "Our sports physiologist,
Josie Nicholson has been really important in my success,” she said. “She has helped
bring out a lot of skills and techniques in myself that I would not have been able to
bring out on my own. Athletic advisors have been really helpful. There is a feeling
of if you need help, someone is there.”

While life after Ole Miss will be a major change, Quartarone reflects on how
the people around her have helped shape her time as a Rebel. "I am going to miss
my teammates and my coaches,” she said. “I will definitely miss my team and the
friends that have come out to support me. It's always really nice to have people
come out and be super involved and super fascinated with what we are doing when
we find it commonplace. I would just like to say thanks to all the people that came
out and watched us."
After being a leader for the Ole Miss rifle team the past four years, Quartarone
has learned a few things from the sport and leaves the freshman with this advice.
"Keep enjoying it. Don't let anything ruin how you feel about the sport. Even if
you are having a bad day, it's still a good day on the range."

story | KATHRYN HATHORNE
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ALWAYS A HIT
-------------------

BASEBALL --------------------

The Ole Miss baseball team and head coach Mike Bianco finished the 2013
season 38-24. The Rebels ended the 2013 season at the NCAA Regional after ad
vancing to the post-season for the 11th time in the last 13 seasons and 18th time in
program history. 1st-year catcher and Johnny Bench Award-winner Stuart Turner
and junior pitcher, Bobby Wahl, led the Rebels throughout the season and took an
early exit for the MLB draft.

Opposite top far left: Stuart Turner slides into home against Mississippi State, photo | THOMAS
GRANING. Opposite bottom far left: Josh Laxer throws a pitch, photo | TYLER JACKSON.
Opposite top right: Mike Mayers takes out a Mississippi State runner at first. Opposite middle:
Stuart Turner slides into home against Mississippi State. Opposite bottom right: Sikes Orvis
rounds third base during a game against Rhode Island. Top: Will Jamison runs towards third
base during an NCAA college baseball game against Texas A&M in Oxford. Bottom: Players
celebrate after winning a game against Mississippi State, photos | THOMAS GRANING
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QUITE the CATCH
---------------------------------------- BASEBALL

-------------------------------------------

STUART TURNER
Ole Miss has not seen a lot of “one-and-dones” come through its athletics program,
but former Rebel baseball player Stuart Turner was one of them.
Turner batted .374 for the 2013 season with 15 doubles, a triple, five home runs,
52 RBI and 44 runs scored in his first season after transferring to Ole Miss from LSUEunice. The first-team All-SEC selection threw out 51 percent (21 of 41) base runners
on steal attempts, and won the Johnny Bench Award, which goes to the top catcher in
college baseball.
The recognition did not stop there. Turner also won the Gold Glove Award from the
American Baseball Coaches Association. All these awards led to the Rebel catcher being
drafted to the Minnesota Twins in the third round of the 2013 MLB draft.

But who is the man behind the mask that caught for Rebel pitchers such as Bobby
Wahl, Mike Mayers, and Brett Huber?
Turner grew up in the town of Eunice, Louisiana. He was encouraged to play baseball
by his parents and his love for God. Turner says does not have any real superstitions, but
he does do one thing at the plate to honor his Savior.
“The one thing I do when I go up to bat is tap all four sides of the plate, making a
little cross before I start the at-bat,” Turner said. “This reminds me about how my Lord
God has blessed me with the opportunity to play baseball. I humbly believe that he
put me on this stage to do something special. I do it all for him and just keep that in
perspective.”
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During high school, his coach encouraged him to attend baseball camps each sum
mer at LSU-Eunice, which would eventually be his junior college home. It was not an
easy learning experience, but a good one.
“This first year I kind of felt overpowered and overmatched by the older guys,” Turn
er said. “But every year I would start to develop and get better year-to-year. That kind of
got me in the mindset and I really enjoyed it. That is how I knew what I wanted to do.”

Former Rebel catcher Brett Basham became Turner’s coach at LSU-Eunice. Basham
convinced Bianco to give Turner a shot at the SEC level.

Bianco did give him that chance, but Turner still had to earn a niche for himself.
“I was recruited and was told I would have a shot to win the job. You never expect
anything to be given to you, but I went into the fall and worked my hardest.”

His hard work paid off.

Turner played well enough in the fall to earn the starting job for the 2013 season. It
did not take long for Rebel Nation to learn about its rising star behind the plate.
Turner’s first hit of the year came on a Sunday of the season opening series at VCU.
He blasted a home run to give Ole Miss the lead in the first inning and all the Rebels
would need in the game.
His bat did not cool down from that homer all season. Turner finished the season as
perhaps the top collegiate catcher in the nation.
story I WILL TYNER

“
I wish I were not a junior this past
year so I could stay another year”
Turner said. "I wish I had not had

to have gone through that process
and come back to Ole Miss, but I am

grateful for the opportunity.
junior

| STUART TURNER

Top: Stuart Turner tags Mississippi State's Brett Pirtle out at home in Oxford, photo | THOMAS
GRANING. Bottom: Stuart Turner prepares to throw from home, photo | AUSTIN MCAFFEE
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ACING the GAME
-------------------------------------------

BOBBY WAHL
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BASEBALL ------ -- ----------------- ----------

H

earing the names Drew Pomeranz and Lance Lynn may have
once intimidated Rebel pitcher Bobby Wahl. By the time his
Rebel career ends, Wahl can know that he joined the short list
of great pitchers in Ole Miss baseball history.

something he had not done since senior year of high school.

Bobby Wahl has now left the Ole Miss campus to go play
in the major leagues. As a kid, he always wanted to be a fighter
pilot.

“When your night is done and they give you a standing ovation as you walk off
the mound, it sends chills down your spine. It is a unique feeling.”

According to Wahl, he would imagine himself in a plane gunning down en
emies, but down the road he chose to strike them out at the plate instead.
When Wahl was on the baseball team in high school, he would work with for
mer rebels Matt and Mike Snyder’s dad. His relationship with him is what drew
Coach Bianco and his staff to the Virginia native.
“Ole Miss asked me to come down to Oxford for a visit and I fell in love with
the place,” Wahl said.

It did not take him long to decide that Ole Miss was his future home.
“Family comes first to me, and coming here made me feel a family atmosphere,”
Wahl said. “It felt like home, and it felt right.”

Freshman year Wahl was a spot inning pitcher and established himself as a reli
able closer in the SEC as an 18-year-old.
“Freshman year I just wanted to go with the flow and have fun with it,” he said.
“It did not go as well as I would have liked, but with what the team has done my
sophomore and junior year, I would not trade it for the world. Being here and
playing here is just a complete blessing.”

According to Wahl, his favorite part of the game is coming in with the win on
the line in a pressure situation.
“I have a lot of passion on the mound and it has that football mentality where it
is like, ‘here it is, good luck, try to hit it.’ You just have to throw it as hard as you
can by people. I really enjoyed that.”

Wahl’s role changed radically as a sophomore at Ole Miss. According to Wahl,
the coaches came to him and asked him to become a weekend starter. This was

The rest was history.

Wahl also said he loves when his night is done as a starter, especially at Swayze
Field in front of a packed house.

Wahl said that when he gets too emotional and gets uncomfortable, he has a
go-to plan to calm him down. Wahl has some things written down in his hat that
he will look at between batters or pitches when he needs it.

“It is some Bible verses or something that someone has said to me that brings
me down to earth a little bit,” he explained. “It may be about my friends or my
family that kind of brings me back in the moment. It really brings me back down
to earth and makes me realize what is important. It reminds me that I am playing
a game that is suppose to be fun, puts a smile on my face and helps me out.”
Wahl went on to post impressive numbers in his junior season. The Rebel ace
went 10-0 in 16 starts, posting a sub-.200 batting average to opposing batters and
having a 2.03 ERA in the best conference for college baseball in the country, the
SEC.
Wahl was quick to thank the players and coaches around him, but he was con
tent with how the season went for him.
“I was really pleased with it, to be able to go 10-0, not a lot of guys are able to
do that in Ole Miss history,” Wahl said. “It puts me with the top guys at Ole Miss.
It is something that hopefully, one day I will be able to tell my kids. It is really cool
to be able to do that. Looking back, it was a really fun year.”

Wahl believes that pitching in the SEC has prepared him for his road to his
dream, playing in the MLB and leading his team to the World Series.

“A lot of those guys will be hitting in the big leagues, he said. To have that
in the back of your mind, knowing you pitched in the best conference in college
baseball and that you did pretty well and had some success.”

story | WILL TYNER

Oppposite left: Bobby Wahl releases a pitch during a game against Mississippi State in Oxford. Opposite right: Bobby Wahl releases a pitch during an game against Texas A&M. photos |

THOMAS GRANING
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BRINGING ITHOME
-------- - --------------------------------------------

The Ole Miss softball team finished the 2012-2013 season with a 22-33 re
cord, and they landed 5th place overall in the SEC. Throughout the season, they
proved their competitiveness by defeating tough teams like Auburn and LSU
while competing in four tournaments. Furthermore, they were recognized for

SOFTBALL-----------------------------------------------------

their academic achievement on multiple levels. The team was named as a NFCA
Top Ten All-Academic Team for holding a GPA of 3.18. Led by head coach
Windy Thees, the team started the 2013-2014 season with an eight-game win
streak at press time.

Left Carly Hummel releases a pitch during a game in Oxford. Right: Allison Brown celebrates with teammates. Opposite: Melina Preciado hits a low pitch at home in Oxford, photos | AUSTIN MCAFEE

252

The Ole Miss

| 2014

2014 | The Ole Miss 253

TRIUMPH OVER DEFEAT
----------------------------------—-----

SOFTBALL

—--------------------- ---------------

RT CANTILLO
RT Cantillo has been playing softball since the age of four. A se
nior, Cantillo had an exceptional season in her third year on the Ole
Miss softball team.
She began the season being named pre-season All-SEC, and
throughout the season she performed to the level of that recognition.
By the end of the season, she broke an Ole Miss record for most home
runs in a single season and went on a nine-game hitting streak, tying
for the 7th longest streak in program history. In 2012, she earned
second team All-SEC honors from the league’s coaches and led the
team with a .372 batting average. She was also named a Top 25 Player
in the Nation by ESPNU.

Despite her individual accomplishments, this season has been filled
with highs and lows. Coming off of 22-32 season and finishing 5th
in the SEC West in 2012, Cantillo was excited and anxious for this
season to start. Still, the 2013 season came with many victories, but
also some disappointments. Following a victory in the season opener
against St. Mary’s, the team fell into a losing streak. Regardless, Can
tillo and her teammates kept up their spirits.

“We came together and realized ‘Hey, we’re on a losing streak right
now but something has to work.’ Coming together as a team instead
of fighting and figuring things out was our biggest challenge and best
moment of the season.”
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The additional pressure they faced against conference teams, like
Mississippi State University, posed another challenge for the young
team. “We put a lot of pressure on ourselves because it’s State, and
it’s such a huge series to not only us but also the school in general.”
Cantillo said.

As for Cantillo, her biggest struggle as a player was her lack of
confidence. Constantly tough on herself, she said it was often hard to
move on from her own mistakes.

“My biggest struggle from last year was just trying to move on
from my mistakes within the game,” she said. “It wasn’t exactly my
strongest year, but it wasn’t awful.”
The season held many great moments for Cantillo. She proved
that she belonged with some of the most elite players the program
has ever seen. Cantillo showed that her efforts to improve would not
affect her batting average. She placed no. 7 in most stolen bases and
no. 8 on most runs.

Nevertheless, this senior psychology major knows that she always
has room for improvement, saying that she hopes to become a better
leader for the team.
“I’m not much of a vocal leader, and that’s something I struggled
with this season,” Cantillo said. “I want to lead by example.”

story | AMANDA WILSON

We came together and realized
'Hey, we're on a losing streak right

now but something has to work.'
Coming together as a team instead

of fighting and figuring things out
was our biggest challenge and best

moment of the season.

senior | RTCANTILLO
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SUCH GREAT HEIGHTS
MEN'S TRACK
Track and Field had another successful season, led by head coach
Brian O’Neal in his second year. The men’s indoor and outdoor teams
have spent the entire season in the national rankings, led by the per
formances of junior Sam Kendricks, breaking school and event re
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cords seemingly every weekend. Kendricks finished the season as the
NCAA Pole Vault champion and was named a USTFCCA First Team
All-American. He also received the gold medal for the pole vault at
the World University Games in Kazan, Russia.

Opposite left: Isiah Young sprints in a race on Saturday, April 20, 2013. Opposite middle: Peyton Moss leaps into the air for the long jump in an April 13, 2013 meet. Right: Montez Griffin in the relay during a meet on Saturday, April 20,
2013. Above: Robert Semien jumps a hurdle at the Saturday, April 20,2013 meet, photos | TYLER JACKSON
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VAULTING to VICTORY
------------------------------------

MEN'S TRACK

-----------------------------------

SAM KENDRICKS
Sam Kendricks is a homegrown talent for the Ole Miss track
program. The son of a former Ole Miss track team member, the
junior pole vault athlete did not have to go far to win champion
ships.
For many, going to college in their hometown would be easy.
For Kendricks, the transition from Oxford High School to an
SEC program was more difficult. “I went to Oxford High
School and grew up in Oxford, but coming to Ole Miss is like
coming to a completely different world,” he said. “I had people
tell me that in high school it’s like two different towns. I really
didn’t believe them until I stepped out here for the first day of
training. Everything is bigger, everything is better, and every
thing is faster. Stepping up was really a culture shock and I had
to adapt. You’d think because I had been here my whole life I
should have been used to the Ole Miss thing so far, but it’s not
like that. It’s a completely different place.”

While it might have been difficult at first, Kendricks has been
extremely successful in Oxford. In June 2013, he won the na
tional title in men’s pole vault at the NCAA Championships in
Eugene, Oregon. About one month later, Kendricks would fol
low that up with a gold medal at the World University Games
in Russia.
This was an exciting time for Kendricks, where he was able to
focus solely on being the best he could be. “The truth is once fi
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nal exams were over, my life became very simple” he said. “I was
a track athlete to the core. When I traveled, my main goal was
to do my best and perform to the maximum level. Once I was
there [Russia and Eugene], that’s where the excitement begins. It
is not as stressful as the day to day life between ROTC, school,
track, and family in Oxford. That all goes away.”
Kendricks, however, still believes he is just like anyone else
on his team despite the championships. “Ole Miss has some
great athletes and NCAA champions,” he said. "What you don’t
see here are all the other rebels who come out here, work hard
every day and train every day and compete for the team. I think
of myself as one of the athletes, just a Rebel who comes out here
every day to train and do the best he can.”

These teammates, in addition to others he sees around him,
motivate Kendricks to be successful. “I’m very self-motivated,
but it’s also the other people I see around me,” he said. “The
cadets in my ROTC program that work hard every day to do
what I do. I try to do what they do. I see my teammates around
every day. They are there before I am sometimes. Seeing them
motivates me further.”

With two more years of eligibility and more championships
to win, Kendricks has one simple goal. “Continue to strive for
excellence for the Rebels.”
story | EVAN BREWSTER
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GOING the DISTANCE
—-----------

WOMEN'S TRACK

---------------

After Brian O’Neal’s first season as the Ole Miss head track and field coach, the
Rebels returned for a new season with new goals in sight and a strong core of re
turning athletes. For the women, the return of All-American sprinter Asia Cooper
and multi-event runners Fabia McDonald and Mary Ashton Nall give the Rebels
an edge as they look to remain a top-25 contender in the nation. The return of
hurdler Taryn Hartfield, hurdler Racquel Moses and jumper Shari Russell give
Ole Miss depth, matched with their colossal signing class of one of the biggest
in school history The Rebels will have eight meets before the SEC and NCAA
Championships during the indoor season, and the outdoor season beginning at
the end of March with seven meets before the SEC Championships in May

Ashleigh Culpepper runs on the approach to the pole vault. Opposite top: Kiannah
Alexander in a relay. Opposite bottom: Shari Russell in a relay. Top: Shannon Spence on the long
jump. Bottom: Taylor Irby launches over the bar in the high jump, photos | TYLER JACKSON
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REACHING

NEW HEIGHTS

------------------------------------------------ WOMEN'S TRACK---------------------------------------------------

MARY ASHTON NALL
On the second day of practice for the Ole Miss track team, Mary Asthon Nall tore
her plantar fascia, causing her to sit out two months. The junior heptathlon runner
thought she would have to redshirt the entire season. But the coaches approached
Nall at the end of the indoor season and urged her to come back. They believed she
could score points. Returning would be an uphill battle, but Nall’s rebound for the
outdoor season impressed everyone.

Mary Ashton Nall grew up in Oxford, Miss., while her father, Hugh Nall, was
the offensive line coach at Ole Miss. With the departure of Tommy Tuberville, the
Nall family moved to Auburn, Ala., where Mary watched her father coach at Auburn
University. Despite leaving Oxford young, Mary grew up with Ole Miss always on
her mind, woven into her family’s culture.
“During the recruiting process, I knew I wanted to run track in college and com
pete at an SEC school,” said Nall. “Ole Miss put the most faith in me, telling me
they really thought I could score points and compete in this league. I had other
offers as well, but nobody reached out to me like Ole Miss did, saying ‘You can do
Division I track if you want to.’”

After the injury, Nall vowed to come back better than ever. “I definitely had the
mentality my junior season to be the first one to the track and the last one to leave,”
said Nall. “Whenever I got the slot to practice, I would work really hard and make
sure I was getting something out of the day. I didn’t want to just mindlessly go
through the workouts. Coach O’Neal and Coach Stringer invested in me to make
sure that it happened, and it worked.”

After pushing through the 2013 outdoor season, Nall’s hard work eventually
paid off with an invite to participate in the NCAA Championships in Eugene,
Ore. She was one of four invitees from Ole Miss and the only representative from
the woman’s team.
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Nall came into the NCAA Championships as the No. 23 seed nationally in
the heptathlon. With the minimum finish for an All-American being 16th place,
Nall went in determined to reach her goal, scoring a personal best 5,562 points to
place 14th, while capturing the second highest national finish in the heptathlon
in school history.
“It was something I never would have expected being a pole-vaulter from a small
town in Alabama,” said Nall. “To see All-American next to my name, and even in a
different event, it has definitely been the highlight of my collegiate career.”

As Nall comes into her senior season at Ole Miss, she remains determined to reach
the NCAA Championships one last time.
“The first goal for me is to always help out the team,” said Nall. “It’s always to
score more points for us so that we can get a higher conference and national ranking.
That’s my number one goal, always.”

Individually, Nall looks to improve upon both her conference and national rank
ing from her junior season. With every practice, she aims higher for her final year
of track.
“I would like to be in the top three of the SEC for both the indoor and outdoor
seasons,” said Nall. “Nationally I would like to change that second team All-Ameri
can to first. I would like to place in the top eight.”
While Nall is sad it is her final year as a student on campus, she can look back on
her experiences at Ole Miss with a big smile. “The people at this school are unlike
anywhere else,” said Nall. “It’s a very close-knit group. My track team is a family as
is my sorority. The friendships that I’ve made are incredible and will last. This place
is family. It’s just like the saying, you can graduate from the University of Mississippi
but you never graduate from Ole Miss.’”

story | MIKE SWARTZ

I hod other offers, but
nobody reached out to me
like Ole Miss did, saying 'You
can do Division I track if you
want to.'
senior | MARY ASHTON NALL
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GO(A)LDEN GIRLS
-----------------------------------------------------

SOCCER

--------------

---------------------------------

The Rebel soccer team achieved unprecedented success in the 2013 season. The accomplishments included winning a school-record 16 matches, hosting the
first NCAA Tournament game in program history and advancing in the NCAA Tournament. Senior Rafaelle Souza became the all-time leading goal scorer in Ole
Miss history. Head Coach Matt Mott was named South Region Coach of the Year. Souza was an All-America selection while Mandy McCalla earned All-South
Region honors.
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Opposite Left: Gretchen Harknett guides a ball to the field. Opposite Top: Rafaelle Souza kicks the ball between two approaching Troy Trojan defenders. Opposite Bottom: Addie Forbus evades a defender. Above: Mandy McCalla faces
off against a Northwestern State defender, photos | TYLER JACKSON
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IT TAKES TWO
------------

SOCCER

----------------- --------------

ERIN EMERSON & MANDY MCCALLA
Senior captains Erin Emerson and Mandy McCalla led the 2013 soccer team to
the winningest season in school history, including posting a NCAA tournament
win over Jackson State. The insurgence of Rebel soccer is due in large part to their
play during their four years in Oxford.

Both Fayetteville, Ga., natives, Emerson and McCalla have found success at
every level. While in high school, the two faced each other in two state champion
ships, with Emerson’s school winning their freshman year and McCalla’s victorious
their senior year.
They proved to be a formidable duo while playing together, as well. Their club
team, the AFC Lightning, captured both the state and Southeastern Region cham
pionships in 2010.
“We’ve known each other since we were, like, three,” Emerson said. “When we
were younger we competed against each other and played on the same club team.
It was fun getting to grow with her as a player. Now playing together in college, it’s
fun being close to your best friend.”

After signing with Ole Miss, however, they found themselves in a difficult situ
ation. Head coach Steve Holeman, the coach they had been recruited by and ex
pected to play for, left the Rebel program for Georgia.
“It was a tricky situation,” McCalla said. “It’s always tough when you go into
something not knowing who your coach is going to be. We had already committed
to this school and loved what we saw in the players and the campus. We were going
to stick through it no matter what, but we’re lucky we got the coaches we did.”

The University of Texas assistant Matthew Mott was hired as the Rebels’ head
coach, so the duo had their new coach.

“It was scary because you didn’t know who the coach was or anything about
him, and the coaches didn’t know who we were,” Emerson said. “You were coming
in trying to prove to him that you are good enough to play.”

Obviously, they both proved their worth. They found themselves immediately
needed to start as freshmen. Four years later, they’ve proven themselves two ex
tremely reliable players.

Ole Miss soccer has improved drastically since their freshman year. In 2012, the
team won an SEC tournament game for the first time since 2004. In their final
season, 2013, they led the team to the SEC Tournament semifinals and the first
ever NCAA tournament host in program history.
“It was a process, and it’s really exciting to finally be where we wanted to be,”
McCalla said. “The team changes every year, but I feel like we created a core that
was so central to how our team plays. Everyone that came in started buying into
our ideas and our goals and getting there for the tournaments.”

Familiarity also helped the players and program make such strides in such a
short time under Coach Mott.
“I think unity has a lot to do with it,” Emerson said. “Our team this year is very
close outside of soccer and obviously on the field. It was a build up to this year.”

Over their time in Oxford, McCalla and Emerson have been mainstays on the
pitch. The two have seen action in all 85 Ole Miss matches, with both drawing
84 starts. Ole Miss and Coach Mott will have a tall task in replacing the two, who
have left the program in a remarkably better state than when they arrived.

story | DYLAN EDWARDS

Left and right top: Mandy McCalla wears jersey number 21. photos | TYLER JACKSON. Left and right bottom: Erin Emerson wears number 3. photos | AUSTIN MCAFEE AND KATIE WILLIAMSON
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SERVING UP CHAMPIONS
------------------------------------------------As winners of the SEC West Championship, the Ole Miss men’s tennis team was
on top for the 2013-2014 season. The Rebels ended the 2013 season ranked No. 10
in the nation, earning their 20th consecutive NCAA appearance and winning their
10th SEC West title.
“We proved we were a good team last year when we beat Georgia and Tennessee,
but we were inconsistent,” said junior Nik Scholtz. “Some of it was due to injuries.
We need to be more consistent this year and stronger at every position.”

Scholtz, from Caledon, South Africa, achieved many titles during his time at Ole
Miss, including Two-Time All-American, Two-Time All-SEC First Team, 2012 SEC
Freshman of the Year and 2012 ITA Southern Region Rookie of the Year, among
others. A general studies major, Scholtz grew up under the wing of a father who
was a professional rugby player, but he knew tennis was where he was meant to be.
“I played them [tennis and rugby] all growing up, but my dad kind of pushed
me towards tennis,” Scholtz said. “He didn’t want people to judge me based on his
results.”

Scholtz plans to travel and continue his career in tennis, as well as the family farm
business, a large part of South African culture, after his time at Ole Miss.

“I plan to travel and play tournaments,” Scholtz said. “It’s a long process. In five
years I can see myself hopefully breaking through to the highest level. You’ll still
see me around this place though. I love it too much to leave it permanently. I’ll
definitely come back and visit. I would like to have a residence here and come back
every so often. At some point I’ll end up back in South Africa to run the family
business. It’s the South African dream in agriculture to pass along the farm to your
oldest son.”

Scholtz, along with team members, William Kallberg and Stefan Lindmark, all
feel as though the team’s global representation has become a huge asset.
“Ole Miss has had a lot of players from Sweden, and we currently have two others
on the team in Johan (Backstrom) and Stefan (Lindmark) and Coach Toby (Hans
son - associate head coach) is from there as well,” said junior William Kallberg, from
Stockholm.
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MEN'S TENNIS-------------------------------------------------

Kallberg majored in business administration and management. He plans to travel
back to Sweden and play professional tennis after he graduates. During his time at
Ole Miss, he earned All-SEC, SEC Academic Honor Roll, and UMAA Honor Roll.
This fall, in addition to getting one of the top junior players in the world, Gustav
Hansson, the Ole Miss men’s tennis team kept four of the top six players from the
2013 season, including Scholtz, All-SEC honoree Kallberg, Lindmark and Back
strom. Other returning players included Zach Wilder, Joe Rogers and Drew Galt
ney. Vinod Gowda made his debut for the Rebels this fall as a redshirted freshman.
“I felt like I would be more comfortable with the other guys and Coach Toby
(Hansson), who are from Sweden,” said Lindmark, a sophomore from Stockholm,
Sweden. “We have a great team. We all get along, so I am glad I chose to come here.”

Kallberg and Lindmark teamed up in the Southern Regional Championship as
a doubles pair against Florida State’s Benjamin Lock and Marco Nunez in the first
round. They concluded the fall with a 6-3 record and the championship title.
“We played a few matches this summer back home and had some success,” said
Lindmark. “We played pretty well. We complement each other well because we
play different styles. That’s a good thing in doubles. William has improved a lot in
doubles, his volleys are better. That’s a big key.”

Lindmark, a business major, ended the 2012-2013 season as No. 58 in the nation
for doubles and made the UMAA Honor Roll.
“It feels good and it boosts my confidence, but obviously I just hope as a team
we can keep getting better,” Lindmark said. “We want to do better than last year.”

Conference play started Feb. 28 with the 10-time SEC West Champion Rebels
hosting Auburn followed by Alabama. The Rebels continued on the road for a
tough slate of matches, beginning with Tennessee and Georgia. The road trip con
cluded with stops at Vanderbilt and Kentucky. The Rebels continued a four-match
home stand with Arkansas, LSU and arch rival Mississippi State. The regular season
wrapped up as the Rebels hosted Texas A&M.

story | ASHLEY DUNN

Left: Vinod Gowda hits a forehand during the 2014 ITA Kickoff Weekend match against Michigan in Oxford. Middle top: William Kallberg hits a slice during a match against Clemson. Right top: Joe Rogers chases the ball during a
match against Clemson. Bottom middle: Nik Scholtz hits a backhand. Bottom right: Zach Wilder hits a forehand, photos | IGNACIO MURILLO
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QUEENS OF THE COURT
--------------------------------WOMEN'S TENNIS

-------------------- -----------------

The Ole Miss women’s tennis team made its fifth consecutive and 16th overall NCAA Tournament appearance in 2013. Even
without a senior on the team, the Rebels ended the season ranked No. 38 nationally in the 12th year for head coach Mark Bey
ers. Caroline Rohde-Moe received All-SEC honors for her play. The program achieved its 17th consecutive ITA All-Academic
Team Award while also capturing the Chancellor’s Cup as the women’s varsity team on campus with the highest cumulative
grade point average.
Opposite top left: Mai El Kamash hits a volley during an NCAA college tennis match against Jackson State. Opposite middle left: Mississippi's Caroline
Rohde-Moe hits a volley at the net. Opposite bottom left: Mai El Kamash hits a backhand. Opposite top middle: Julia Jones hits a forehand during an NCAA
college tennis match against Jackson State. Opposite bottom middle: Zalina Khairudinova hits a volley during an NCAA college tennis match against
Jackson State. Opposite top right: Erin Stevens hits a backhand. Opposite bottom right: Marija Milutinovich hits a backhand during an tennis match against
Jackson State. Left: Zalina Khairudinov hits a volley. Top right: Marija Milutinovich comes to the net. Bottom right: Julia Jones hits a backhand during an
tennis match against Jackson State, photos | IGNACIO MURILLO AND AUSTIN MCAFEE

2014 | The Ole Miss 271

AN ACE OF ALL TRADES
---------------------------------------- WOMEN'S TENNIS--------------------------------------------

CAROLINE ROHDE-MOE
Being a student-athlete is an arduous task, but few handle it more ef
ficiently and effectively than senior Caroline Rohde-Moe.

school, it was apparent she made the correct decision, receiving a scholarship
offer from Ole Miss women’s tennis coach Mark Beyers.

The Rebel netter is an All-SEC and nationally ranked tennis player
while also being a high-achieving member of the Sally McDonnell Barks
dale Honors College; however, doing so is very time-consuming.

Coach Beyers wanted to see me play over the summer,” she said. “I still
had a year left of high school, so I hadn’t really thought about it much.
He told me that he had a scholarship in January if I wanted to come. I
decided to finish high school early and come.”

“We have workouts in the morning, so I’ll leave home around 6:30,
and I won’t be back until 9 p.m. usually,” Rohde-Moe said. “I stay on
campus all day and try to use every hour between class and practice; I try
to do some homework so I’ll stay on top of things. We travel so much, and
I don’t want to get behind.”

She has been extremely successful in her time at the University of Mis
sissippi, racking up accolades both for her performance on the court and
in the classroom as an exemplary student-athlete.

Rohde-Moe is a nationally ranked doubles and singles player for the
Rebels. She received the Arthur Ashe Jr. Sportsmanship/Leadership
Award for her work ethic and attitude on and off the court. Additionally,
she collected ITA Scholar-Athlete honors while playing at an All-SEC
level and has helped the Rebels to get an NCAA Tournament berth every
year she has been on campus.
Rohde-Moe, a native of Bloomenholm, Norway, made a decision early
in life to focus on tennis over her other interests of soccer and dancing.
“It was just one of those things where I had to pick,” Rohde-Moe said.
I liked all of them, but it was just too much with school and everything.
I liked the individual aspect of tennis.’’Entering her senior year of high
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The prospect of coming to Oxford and joining the Ole Miss program
was too good an opportunity for Rohde-Moe to pass up.
“I didn’t look at other schools because Ole Miss sounded so good and
was a Division I school,” she said. “I knew I was coming into a good ten
nis program, and that was the most important thing to me.”

Her decision to travel across sea to attend college was not one with
much experience with America.
“I had only been to America once before just playing tennis,” RohdeMoe said. “I liked coming the U.S. If I had the opportunity to get a
scholarship, I knew I wanted to go.”

Although this is her final year as a collegiate tennis player, Rohde-Moe
still plans on playing tennis past the college level while still advancing her
education.
“I want to play tennis after I graduate,” she said. “My plan is to play
professional tennis for two or three years and see how it goes. After that, I
want to come back and get my MBA and maybe a PhD.”

story | DYLAN EDWARDS

HITTING the SWEET SPOT
-----------------------------------------------------

WOMEN'S GOLF

-------------------------------------------

The womens golf team had a successful 2013 season, making it to the NCAA Regionals and earning prestigious NCAA’s announcement of the public recogni
tion awards (APR Awards). Led by head coach Michele Drinkard and associate head coach Janell Howland, the team finished 4th in the Dr. Donnis Thompson
Invite, one of their highest ranks out of the entire season. To cap off the season, the team made a trip to the SEC Championship, where they finished in 12th place.

Left and Middle: Alison Hovatter follows through on the course. Right: Taelor Rubin crouches in the rain on the course. Opposite: Stani Schiavone attempts to drive out of a sand trap, photos | JOSH MCCOY, OLE MISS ATHLETICS
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DRIVING for SUCCESS
----------------------------------- MEN'S GOLF----------------------------------------Through the fall portion of the 2013-2014 season, the Ole Miss Men’s Golf team was extremely successful, placing in the top ten in
every event in which they competed. Coached by Ernest Ross, the team's best finish was a tie for third at the Shoal Creek Invitational
in Birmingham, Ala., where Blake Morris won the first individual title for the University since 2010.
The golf team traveled extensively for their 2013-2014 season. Left Chris Ingham Middle: Forrest Gamble Right: Joe Lewis Opposite right: Chris Ingham
Opposite top left Tom Brown Opposite bottom left Joe Lewis, photos | JOSH MCCOY, OLE MISS ATHLETICS
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ULTIMATE FRISBEE
CLUB SPORT
Over the past few years, Ultimate Frisbee has become a favorite pastime of many
Ole Miss students. This hobby has turned into a competitive sport for members of
the Ole Miss Ultimate Frisbee Club team. They travel to surrounding areas with
similar programs and compete in Ultimate Frisbee tournaments.

fundamentals. “The juniors and seniors when I was a freshman had a huge impact
on why I loved the sport so much,” Kahn said. “They taught me the importance
of having fun with the sport and not taking it so seriously. Ultimate was created as
just a fun sport. That’s why I still love it.”

Farjad Khan, a senior pharmacy major from Oxford, Miss., has been on the
team for the past four years. He plays the position of handler, or passer, and places
the Frisbee down the field for the cutters, or receivers.

Ultimate is a flexible sport in that it can be played year-round. “We usually go to
our first match in September, and then sectionals start around late March”

Khan elaborated on how he got his start with Ultimate before college, “In high
school we knew the general rules of Ultimate,” he said. “There are two teams, two
end-zones, and you can’t run holding the Frisbee. Living in Oxford we would go
to the intramural fields sometimes to play, and one day a few guys from Ole Miss
were playing, and my friends and I learned they were on the club team. I remem
bered that day at the intramural fields, and when I got to Ole Miss, I got involved.”

Once he got to Ole Miss, Khan participated in the fall league of Ultimate. Fall
league is open to anyone who wants to play or learn more about the sport. “Every
one splits into teams and just plays each other” Kahn said.

As a freshman on the club team, Khan realized he had a lot to learn about the
sport’s dynamics. “I started off on the team still learning about the sport,” he said.
“I knew the basics when I started but soon learned all the different ways Ultimate
can be played. The various styles of offense and defense that can be implemented
are all different. The older guys teach the younger guys, and I eventually got the
hang of it all. Everyone on the team has a ‘big brother’ and that helps the younger
players get to know the older ones.”

Ultimate has taught Khan a lot throughout his time playing the sport in college.
He attributes much of his knowledge to the upperclassman who taught him the
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“Sectionals is a tournament between schools in our section, and Ole Miss is in
the southeastern section,” he said. “So we play teams in the Southeast section then
hope to move onto the regional competition.”

Khan has made a lot of memories through playing Ultimate at Ole Miss. “Ev
eryone on the team is friends, and we are not divided at all,” he said. “Everyone
hangs out together. We definitely would never know each other if it was not for
this sport, though. It is a random group of guys, but we are all good friends.”

The team travels to numerous tournaments all over the country throughout the
year. One that Khan always looks forward to is Harvest Moon, a tournament in
Fayetteville Ark. “ It’s pretty cool because they host the tournament around Hal
loween, and it is a costume tournament,” Kahn said. “So we play in costumes.”
While playing Ultimate has taught Kahn quite a bit about the sport, one of the
most important lessons he’s learned is the importance of enjoying the moment.
“That is my advice to anyone looking to play this sport, just have fun with it,” he
said. “Yes, ultimate is a competitive sport, but if you aren’t having fun while you are
playing, then I don’t think it’s worth it. Ultimately, it is what you make it.”

story | KATHRYN HATHORN

WAKEBOARDING
When one thinks of the typical Ole Miss student-athlete, they
often think of the big name sports like football, baseball, basket
ball, and so on; however, a new club sport has emerged onto the
Ole Miss campus, and it has quickly made a name for itself
The Ole Miss wakeboarding team, currently in its second year
of existence as a club sport and now funded by the University,
has made a big splash thanks to co-founders Houston Buckley
and Ben Burch, who helped get the club started as a way to get
out and stay active.
“I didn’t know the logistics and business side of getting a wake
board team started, so that’s where Ben came into play,” said
Buckley, a junior journalism major from Tupelo, Miss.

Along with understanding the business side of the club, Burch
had been a part of the talented University of Louisiana-Monroe
wakeboarding team for two years before deciding to transfer to
Ole Miss. He understood what it would take to make an Ole
Miss team competitive.

Although it’s not a mainstream sport, wakeboarding has al
ways had a small, yet consistent following, particularly in coastal
regions. It is still considered a club sport nationally, which Buckley says is due to the youth of the sport and lack of sufficient
fanbase. Recently re-admitted to the X-Games, Buckley says the
sport has started to spread where few thought it would go.
“It’s especially spread to small rural towns,” he said. “I mean,
would you ever think Tupelo, Mississippi, would have a profes
sional wakeboard shop and lake course?”

CLUB SPORT

-

sippi area for wakeboarding, the Ole Miss team shares the lake
with Mississippi State’s wakeboarding team along with a few
other riders from Tupelo and surrounding towns. Although they
may be rivals, Buckley says he and the Ole Miss team have the
upmost respect for the team from Mississippi State.
“My friends at State were part of the reason I founded this
team,” Buckley said. “They encouraged me and gave me infor
mation to help me get the team started. Plus, I like competing
with State.”

One unique thing about the wakeboarding club is that it ac
cepts both men and women riders. Competitions have both
men’s and women’s divisions, something that Buckley says he
enjoys, despite the fact that many may think it would be tough
traveling and lodging with a co-ed team.
“I like the team being co-ed,” he said. “It gives the girls the
chance to show what they can do, too. Both Christine Gilbert
and Callie Watson can do flips. Plus, girls get double points at
competitions. If the girls ride the way they’re supposed to, we can
be unstoppable. We don’t treat them any different than anyone
else because they’re a part of the team.”

Within just five months of being formed, the Ole Miss wake
boarding team found itself in its first competition in Shreveport,
La. Buckley, who wasn’t much of a competitor when he was
younger, recalls the pressure.

The Ole Miss wakeboarding team is fortunate enough to take
advantage of this professional shop and lake course. They prac
tice on Elvis Presley Lake, a small and very calm lake in Tupelo.

“I’ve never been the biggest athlete or competitor. I’ve always
been pretty laid back in about everything I do,” he said. “But that
first competition, I’ve never experienced anything more exciting
in my life. I don’t know exactly what it is, but there’s something
about sitting on the dock waiting to go.”

Since this lake is the only place to go in the Northeast Missis

Buckley says he was pleased with the team’s first performance.
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“We were all excited, but for almost all of us, it was our first
collegiate competition so it was a little nerve-wracking at first,”
he said. “Plus it was our first outing as the Ole Miss wakeboard
ing team. It was eye-opening to see how much work we had to
do, but we didn’t let it bother us. We still didn’t even have a boat
at this point.”

The team used this experience as a learning tool to prepare
themselves for the rest of the year. By the time regionals came
around, the Rebel wakeboarders proved themselves, tying for sec
ond with Oklahoma State as well as beating out Mississippi State
and eight other teams on their way to qualifying for Nationals in
Shreveport, La. Buckley placed third in the regional, with Aus
tin Pillow, Blake Armstrong and Callie Watson all making the
podium as well. Buckley admits he never expected the team to
accomplish so much in such little time.

“My dream was to get it where it is now and even further, but
honestly I didn’t see us going this far,” he said. “I didn’t see us
winning any sort of competitions, making it to nationals. I just
saw a group of us getting together and driving to Louisiana every
few weeks to play in the water.”
With Buckley and Burch getting closer to graduation, they
have begun the search for the next person to take over as head
of the club once they are gone. Though they haven’t settled on
anyone yet, Buckley is confident their choice will be a good one.
“I don’t know right now who will take over once me and Ben
leave, but I know they will do a great job being extremely profes
sional and talented in everything they do,” he said. “It’s in our
constitution. We built this for people to learn and to be shaped
and molded by.”

story | PETE PORTER
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ICE HOCKEY
CLUB SPORT
The Ole Miss hockey team enjoyed an immense amount of success
during their 2013-2014 season.

After going 17-11 the previous season and landing 5th place in the
SEC Tournament, the Ole Miss hockey players were excited and moti
vated for the upcoming season.
“This season, it seems we picked up where we left off,” said senior
goalie Alex Kohl. “Although there was a lot of turnover with players, the
new players bought into the system quickly and helped this team with a
few big wins.”

Gaining 10 new players, the team adjusted quickly, winning their first
five out of seven games; however, this adjustment didn’t come easy. Ac
cording to Kohl, the overwhelming amount of players they gained and
lost proved to be one of the greatest challenges this season. The new Ice
Rebels were challenged in mid-January when the team had to face the
No. 3 ranked team from the University of Alabama. Never being able to
defeat them in Tuscaloosa in program history, the Ole Miss hockey play
ers proved their ability to adjust to change quickly.

“We had a lot of new guys join our team second half of the season,”
said Kohl. “Although they helped us get the win, we were unsure how the
chemistry of the new lines would work against a tough opponent.”
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This questionable chemistry proved to be no match against the team.
The new additions assisted in the 2-1 record against Alabama. The team
enjoyed 12 other wins throughout the season.

It wasn’t all highs for this young team, though. The celebration win
against Alabama was short lived when the hockey team was defeated by
South Carolina in the SEC Tournament. The devastating blow against
South Carolina forced them to finish fifth.
“We really expected to get the win but were knocked out and got 5th
place in the SEC for the fourth straight year,” said Kohl.
As for next season, Kohl reiterates that they’re constantly trying to grow
and hopefully gain respect as a popular sport on the Ole Miss campus and
among Mississippi residents.

The Ole Miss hockey team was established in 2009 by Cody Johnson,
Kristian Skou and Colin Knight. They have since had three winning sea
sons, winning a total of 52 games, and have been successful in the SEC
tournament.

“Next season we want to bring in more talent with a fresh new recruit
ing class, said Kohl. “With a few more key players to make a big impact
on our teams scoring, we can become a bigger threat in the south.”

story | AMANDA WILSON

Above: The Ole Miss Ice Hockey team celebrates making the ACHA D3 National Tournament in Coral Springs, Fla., for the 2nd year in a row. photos | OLE MISS ICE HOCKEY
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“We have the best fans in the country. It’s always
packed. It’s 6,000 to 10,000 fans. They’re here early,
they’re tailgating and they’re getting in to the game.
It’s like that all around campus. It’s the same with the
basketball team. They pack it in the Tad Pad, and,
obviously, at the Vaught. It’s just a great atmosphere, a
great little town to be in. It’s just a fun place. It’s very
close, very tight, and I think the community at Ole
Miss is just very close in general.”

senior catcher | WILL ALLEN

2014 | The Ole Miss
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ORIENTATION LEADERS
Front row (left to right): Carolina Orrego, Hope Roberts, Emily Wikle, Skiey Hardin, Tanetra Howard, Kelly Litzelfelner, Jana Newcomer, Courtney
Pearson. Second row: Rebecca Baier, Taylor Lowe, Lauren Hughes, Ashley Saulsberry, Clancy Smith, Caroline Wendling, Anne Marie DeLee, Jennifer
Hicks, Abby Trimble, Whitman Smith (Director of Enrollment Services). Third row: Paul White, Jesus Diaz, Joe Curry, Justin Kyle Tanner, Ralpheal
Patton, Sean Higgins, Murphy Turner. Backrow: Cedric Garron, Matt Summers, Zachery Newton, Ryan Felder, Carter Barnett, Channing Lansdell.
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OLE MISS AMBASSADORS
Officers: Chad Bowman (Executive Director), Hannah Wikoff (Correspondence Coordinator), Katie Day (Secretary), Ashley Saulsberry (Athletic
Liaison), Emily Wikle (Tour Coordinator). Members: Heidi Bain, Carter Barnett, Madison Blankenship, Nicole Bounds, Meredith Bro, Houston

Brock, Bill Cole, Pearce Crosland, Joe Curry, Taylor Davenport, Anne Marie DeLee, Molly Edmondson, Natalie Flood, Cedric Garron, Dakota Gilbert,
Abdulrahman Hamid, Skiey Hardin, Ann-Marie Herod, Casey Holliday, Ginny Holman, Blair Jackson, Alison Jimenez, Mary Langford, Dylan Lewis,
Victoria Lewis, Michael Magee, Sierra Mannie, James-Roland Marko, Kaypounyers Maye, Daisy Mendoza-Jimenez, Mackenzie Metcalfe, Chase
Moore, Amber Murphy, Quinn Murray, Tanner Phillips, Lyda Phillips, Mimi Rankin, Ruben Ruiz, Julia Sassen, Kelly Savage, Jacqueline Schlick,
Clancy Smith, Holly C. Smith, Hal Sullivan, Grace Talbot, Kyle Tanner, Hailey Thomas, Tiara Turner, Kealy Week, Mary Hannah White, Kaye Leigh
Whitfield, Elizabeth Wicks, Paxton Williams, John Alex Williams, photo | PHILLIP WALLER
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THE OLE MISS BAND
THE PRIDE OF THE SOUTH
Director of Bands: David Willson, Associate Director of Bands: Bill DeJournett, Assistant Director of Bands: Randy
Dale, Graduate Assistants: Bo Boutwell, Kyle Hickey, James Hopkins, Drew Smiley, Mark Sweat
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GRADUATE STUDENT
COUNCIL EXECUTIVE
Tristen Jackson, Sujith Ramachandran, Sasi

Nunna, Zhen Guo, Harish Chander, Julie
Brandt, Kevin Cozart, Katherine Carr, Pankaj
Pandey, Brittney Finch, .Tiffany Smith

GRADUATE STUDENT
COUNCIL SENATE
John Cummings, Kimberly Spiegel, Poh Cheah, Praneeth Nimmala, Md
Mainul Hassan, Purvis Cornish, Geoffrey Dilworth, Christopher Yeboah,
Laura Godfrey, Stephen Jurich, Chayan Lahiri, John Slaughter, Nebiyou
Yifru, MuraliKrishnan Angamuthu, Brandon Riches, Devin Thomas,
Vanessa L Cazas, Amanda Hutcheson, Boyd Harris, LaTanya Dixon, Collin
Webster, Ian S. Turnage-Butterbaugh, Robin N Powell, Tobi Popoola,
Morgan Brown, Brahmananda Pramanik, Naveen Babu Masuram, Amer
Hussien Tarawneh, Hassnaa Salman, Timothy Eric Johnson, Alyssa Tucker,
Eman Ashour, Divya Verma, Liam Clements, Matthew John Possehl,
Antwain Leach, Brittany Nielsen, Philip Graham Jones, Douglas Richard
Lane, Kenna Cornelius, Eleanor Frances Kahn, Danielle Kerr, Courtney
Rollins, Corey Brett Grantham, Caitlyn M. Lindsey-Hood, James Parrett,
Sidra Sarker, Jamiko Vandez Deleveaux
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LATIN AMERICAN
STUDENT ORGANIZATION
Front row (left to right): Maroa Luna Sanabria (Vice
President), Maria Camila Velasquez (President),
Grace Quintana (Vice President of Public Relations).
Backrow: Giovanni Lavermicocca (Treasurer), Juan
Pablo Ordonez (Vice President of Membership),
Guillermo Buitrago (Secretary)

MORTAR BOARD
HONOR SOCIETY
Emily Carol Alef Cipriano, Apicelli, Adam Blackwell, Grace Anne
Boyd, Anna Blair Brown, Henry Chiang, Keely Childress, Ana Gayle
Christian, Madison Coburn, Kaitlyn Coghlan, Phillip Cole, Tia Ellise
Collier, Buckner Corso, Rachel Crim, Michelle Davidson, Kay Kay
DeRossette, Logan Dodson, Camille Edlen, Ashli Fitzpatrick, Lee
Morgan Gunn, Camden Hastings, Jennybeth Hendrick, Meagan
Henry, Maridane Hewes, Leslie Hunt, Blair Jackson, Mary Kirkpatrick,
Gabe Labonia, Katie Lee, Gus Maples, Mary Ball Markow, Michael
McLarty, Ann Marie Mercier, Rob Pyron, Brea Rich, Kesler Roberts,

Ruben Ruiz, Carson Rutledge, Nolan Ryan, Elisabeth Schneider,
Emory Smith, Mary Daniel Smith, William Steward, Courtney Taylor,
Drew Toppin, Eric Villareal, Jamarius Waller, Phillip Waller, Samra
Ward, Sarah Weatherby, David Wilbanks, and Lorraine York
photo I KATIE WILLIAMSON

OMICRON
DELTA KAPPA

ONE MISSISSIPPI
One Mississippi is a student group devoted
to monitoring race relations on campus and
championing the enfranchisement of minority
students. Its goals are threefold: to provide an
open space for students, staff, and faculty to
voice their concerns and experiences; to ensure
that the campus is having vital conversations
about race; and to promote, through events,
seminars, and close contact with both student
government and campus administration, the
inclusion and equality of students of all races.

—

Timothy Abram (President), Vinod Kannuthurai
(Vice President), Samra Ward (Secretary),
Buckner Corso (Treasurer), Ryan Upshaw
(Advisor) Members: William Andrews,
Adam Blackwell, John Carter, Madison Coburn,
Katelyn Day, Katharine DeRossette, Rana Gordji,
Bracey Harris, Camden Hastings, Gabriel LaBonia,
Elise Luers, Mary Ball Markow, Neal McMillin,
Ann Marie Mercier, Davis Rogers,
Elisabeth Schneider, Anish Sharma, Emory Smith,
Cara Thorne, Kendra Wright, Lorraine York

IMAGE
Addison Mickens, President. Shamari Thompson, Vice-President. Dominique Boyd, Secretary. Tundra Pegues, External Publicist. Shaina Smith, Exter
nal Publicist. Amber Brown, Internal Publicist. Patrick Johnson, Internal Publicist. Benita Williams, Enrichment Coordinator. Jeremy Coleman, Com
munity Service. Summer Hill, Community Service.
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THE COLUMNS SOCIETY
Officers: Madison Coburn (President), Adam Blackwell (Vice President), Bracey Harris (Secretary), Levi May (Graduate Assistant), Leslie Banahan (Advisor). Members: Tim
Abram, Rob Barber, AJ Barrios, Alley Daily, Cedric Garron, Jennybeth Hendrick, Sean Higgins, Evalyn Holman, Virginia Holman, Alison Jimenez, Odie Johnson III, Sampada
Kapoor, Quadray Kohlheim, Gus Maples, Elizabeth McClure, Latoya McJunkins, Murray Miller, Briana O'Neil, Lyda Phillips, Davis Rogers, Ruben Ruiz, Drew Toppin, Austin Vitale,
Emily Wikle, Chad Bowman.
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BIG EVENT
LEADERSHIP

Directors: Kristin Volker, Madison Coburn. Assistant Director: Bill Cole. PR/Marketing: Phillip Waller, John Monteith.
Volunteer Recruitment: Briana O'Neil, Ginny Holman, Eric Villarreal. Project Recruitment: Stephan Castellanos, Ariel
Cheng, Channing Lansdell, Abdul Hamid. Logistics: Evie Holman, Grace Myers. Finance and Fundraising: Sarah Howell,
Caroline Loveless, Oliver Townsend. Placement and Transportation: Chad Bowman, Olivia Battle.
photo | PHILLIP WALLER
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S. Gale Denley
STUDENT

MEDIA CENTER

Part of the Meek School of Journalism, the Student Media Center offers
students an extraordinary, multiple-platform media experience, in a state-ofthe-art, fast-paced and fun environment. The SMC employs more than 150
student reporters, writers, editors, photographers, graphics artists, designers,
videographers, anchors, DJs, directors, engineers and Web specialists each se
mester. Located in 201 Bishop Hall, the SMC is home to the Daily Mississip
pian, Rebel Radio, NewsWatch, and The Ole Miss Yearbook.

SMC professional staff/advisers: Patricia Thompson (Director of Student Media
and Daily Mississippian Faculty Adviser), Roy Frostenson (Assistant Director/
Advertising and R
adio), Melanie Wadkins (Advertising Manager),
Debra Novak (Creative Services Manager and The Ole Miss Production
Adviser), Thomas Chapman (Media Technology Manager), Jade Maharrey
(Administrative Assistant), Darrel Jordan (Chief Broadcast Engineer), Marshall
Love (Daily Mississippian Distribution Manager), Nancy Dupont and Debra
Wenger (NewsWatch Faculty Advisers), Darren Sanefski, Mikki Harris, Cynthia
Joyce (Design, Photography, and Online Faculty Advisers)

NEWS WATCH
Front row (left to right): Miriam Cresswell (spring manager) and John
Monteith (fall manager). Back row (left to right): Shelby Sansone
(producer), Sudu Upadhyay (sports director), Houston Brock (asst. sports
director, Bailey Braseth (technical director), Kelly Savage (news director)

REBEL RADIO
Managers and directors: Camille Cantrell (Rebel Radio Student
Manager), Moira Anthony (Music Director), Madelyn Mohr
(Production Director), Nick Andrews (News Director), Ethan
Booker (Radio Sales Account Executive)

THE DAILY
MISSISSIPPIAN
Editorial Staff: Adam Ganucheau (editor-in-chief), Phil McCausland (managing
editor), Grant Beebe (senior editor), Sarah Parrish (copy chief), Caty Cambrom
(news editor), Hawley Martin (news editor), Allison Slusher (asst, news
editor), Tim Abram (opinion editor), Emily Crawford (lifestyles editor), Clara
Turnage (asst. lifestyles editor), David Collier (sports editor), Casey Holliday
(online editor), Kendyl Noon (online editor), Bracey Harris (multimedia editor),
Thomas Graning (photography editor), Tisha Coleman, Ignacio Murillo, Natalie
Moore (design editors)
Advertising/Creative Staff: Matt Zelenik (advertising sales manager), Emily
Forsythe, David Jones, Jamie Kendrick, Evan Miller (account executives), Mara
Bensing, Farrell Lawo, Kristen Saltzman,
Kim Sanner (creative designers)

SENATE
CROFT

Front row (left to right): Gage Adam, Holly Smith, Liana Tai, Conner Clark, Madeleine Achgill, Colby Woods. Top row: Will Mahoney, Landin Smith, Steven
Wild, Patrick Fields, Maggie Spear, Kendra Wright, Alison Bartel.
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BLACK STUDENT UNION

Quadray Kohlhiem (President), Courtney Jackson (Secretary), Marcus Daniels (Treasurer), Tim Abram (Vice President/ Chief
of Staff), Ferrand Jenkins (Director of Recruitment), Ja'Killya Mhoon (Director of Special Events), Briana O'Neil (Co-Director
of Programming), Jeffrey McIntosh (Co-Director of Programming), Mardarius Thomas (Director of External Affairs), Olivia
Battle (Director of Academic Affairs), Ann-Marie Herod (Director of Public Affairs), Jeremy Coleman (Director of Community
Services), LeKendrick Dixon (Executive Assistant), Raven Edwards (Office Manager).
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OLE MISS DESOTO

STUDENT SOCIAL WORK ORGANIZATION --------------- PHI BETA LAMBDA ----------------Front row (left to right): Shemekia Hill, Katie Miller Hamp, Kaneisha Oliver.
Middle row: Brandi Sanford, Kimberly Flannigan, Caprice Anderson, Carmeshia Brown,
Trea Campbell (Vice President), Tony Hill (President). Backrow: Cordney Cathey, Tina

Roberson, Heather McArthur, Rammy Khalil (Treasurer), Angelika Teasley, Dr. Jerry
Watson.
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Front row (left to right): Kristina Worrell (President), Paige Sundquist (Vice
President). Backrow: Dr. Lynn Kugele, Tina Roberson (Treasurer), Catrice Pinkney

(Secretary), Janelle Toungett (Event Coordinator), Heather McArthur (member).

Dabreia Stamper

STUDENT AMBASSADOR
2014 | The Ole Miss 303

OLE MISSTUPELO
KAPPA DELTA PI
Anna Lauren Bain, Ali Ballard, Treasure Basden,
Ashley Case, Hope Clair, Jessica Cox, Tammy
Criddle, Hannah Holloway, Veronica McAlister,
Hannah McKissick, Joanna McMillen, Leigh Ann
Melear, Elizabeth Mitchell, Laura Mitchell, Katie
Morgan-Oliver; Anna Marie Patterson, LeAnna
Prestage, Jenny Settlemires, Toni Sims, Jessica
Thompson, Kierra Tumblin, Jennifer Tutor, Lak
Vaughan, Michael Wright. Advisors: Dr. Nichelle
Boyd-Robinson and Dr. Virginia Moore

STUDENT SOCIAL
WORK ORGANIZATION
Officers: Ashton Patterson (President), Norman
Dale Nabors (Vice President), Stephanie Johnson
(Secretary), Anna Marie Logan (Treasurer). Members:
Lindsay Armstrong, Angela Ballard, Takiva Bell, Mary
Berry, Tuere Bluitt, Leanne Box, Dawn Briggs, Natasha
Burrell, Jennifer Byrd, Tammy Christian, Jacob Coffman,
Kewanda Davis, Elizabeth Deas, Shamiece Deloney,
Keleshia Denman, Jo Elliott, Brandy Gillard, Beverly
Gonzalez, RacheI Gould, Victoria Granham, Nekita
Green,Toya Griffin, Mallory Meyers Hamblin, Kelley
Homan, Tonya Jackson, Debbie Johnson, Joni Johnson,
Kim Johnson, Misty Johnson, Melany Jones, Sandra
Judd, Delta Jurney, Depra Loving, Courtney Marsh,
Dorothea Martin, Ebony McBride, Charlotte McCullar,
Katie McMillan, Laken Michael, Carlie Moon, Jessica
Norwood, Ashton Patterson, Rosheda Penrose, Latissa
Phillips, Skyla Rakestraw, Sunni Rakestraw, Pamela
Richardson, Jennifer Riddle, Karissa Roach, James
Robison, Andrea Rogers, Erica Smith, Hannah Smith,
Ashley Stanford, April Tutor, Cicely Warlick, Claire
Wilson, Amanda Word and KayIa Zachary.
Advisors: Dr. Latoya Brooks and Mr. Shane Robbins
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TEACHERS OF TOMORROW
Ginger Bethune, Brandi Cooper,
Leshae Hendrix, Kelly Hutcheson,
Roger Newsom, Tammy Stults, Dawn
Williams, Christy Wise, Bethany
Wray

PHI BETA LAMBDA
PHI BETA LAMBDA OFFICERS
Jessica Jordan (President), Jayme Bennett (Vice President),
Makita Deaton (Secretary), Sara Roberts (Treasurer),
Hao Wu (Historian), Clara Rock (Advisor)

Sara Roberts, Hao Wu, Jessica
Jordan, Jayme Bennett, Tracy
Sanders, Courtney Mason, Ashley
Boren, Mary Lea Nichols, Blake
Howell, Genaro Estrada, Tracy Dye
Not pictured: Anita Chen and Makita
Deaton

ALPHA SIGMA LAMBDA
New members: Constance Denise
Boyd, Jessica Cox, Tammy Criddle,
Amy Davis, Brittney Downs, Doug
Frizzell, Hayden Patrick Gates, Melissa
Gunner, Valerie Harris, LeShae

STUDENT AMBASSADORS
Christina "Dawn" Briggs, Stephanie Johnson, Anna Marie
Logan, Nicole Taylor, and Claire Wilson

Hendrix, Kevin Huckaby, Erica Ratliff,
Brenda Reel, Amber Dawn Ricks,
Tammy Shamlin, Tina Turner, Megan
Vasser
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION
Alley Daily (Director), DeeAnn Williams (Associate Director), Jim Mosier (Co-Director of Entertainment), Christian
Schloegel (Co-Director of Entertainment), Fritz Valerio (Co-Director of Entertainment), Carly Eason (Co-Director
of Pageants), Anna Leigh Phillips (Co-Director of Pageants), Cedric Garron (Co-Director of Special Events), Sammy
Mayhew (Co-Director of Special Events), Chad McCoy (Co-Director of Special Events), Rachel Phillips (Co-Director of
Special Events)
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------ OLE MISS------ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
The Ole Miss Alumni Association was organized and continues for the purpose of promoting loyalty, affection and under
standing between the university and former students. The Department of Alumni Affairs is responsible for arranging Homecom
ing activities, organizing reunions, sponsoring the Alumni Hall of Fame, publishing the Ole Miss Alumni Review, operating The
Inn at Ole Miss, coordinating activities for former athletes through the M-Club Alumni Chapter, coordinating meetings of the
local alumni clubs and many more activities. For more information about joining or the activities of the Alumni Association,
please call 662-915-7375 or visit them online at www.olemissalumni.com.

2013-2014 OFFICERS
(left to right): Chip Crunk, Eddie Maloney, Jimmy Brown, Trentice Imbler, Kimsey
Cooper and Tim Walsh

308

The Ole Miss

| 2014

2013 OUTSTANDING ALUMNI AWARD RECIPIENTS

■HH

2013-2014 ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Alumni Association managed scholarships include: Wobble Davidson M-Club Scholarship, Ben Williams Minority Scholarship, Student Alumni Council

Clay Waycaster Memorial Scholarship, Herbert E. Dewees Jr. Alumni Association Lineal Descendant Scholarship, and the Grove Society Scholarship.

2014 | The Ole Miss 30!»

STUDENT ALUMNI COUNCIL

I

Rob Pyron (President), Nick Vonder Haar (President Elect), Buckner Corso (VP of External Affairs), Britt Buchanan (VP of Internal Affairs), Sarah Bracy Penn
(VP of Public Relations), Diana Kapanzhi (Secretary), Jack Hanson (Treasurer), Will Drummond and Ana Gayle Christian (Directors of Special Projects).
%
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COLLEGE REPUBLICANS
Emerson George (Chairman), Jessica Brouckaert (Co-Vice Chairman), Allison Guider (Co-Vice Chairman), Jeremy Holliday (Treasurer), Pearce Crosland
(Director of Events), Alexandra Peña (Secretary), Lawson Hahn (Director of Public Relations and Recruitment).

2014 I The Ole Miss 3 I 1

WOMEN'S
COUNCIL
Ryan Humphries, Jillian Lann, Brea Rich,
Ruben Ruiz, Jack Fitzpatrick, Hannah
Katherine Herrin, Tyler Jackson, Bobby
Kelly, Mia Kloth, Jake Moorhead, Chloe
Sturges, Augusta Williams, Elisa Alexander,
.Adam Cummins, BreAnna Faust, Jasmine
Hannah, Mary Elizabeth Kakales, Bridges
Lamar, Emily Richmond, Debra Whitley,
Henry Eddie Garrett II, Nikki Green, Emily
Howland, Ashley Williams

photo | P

WALLER

THE AGENCY
.JJ Townsend, Founder & Chief Operating
Officer; Luan Vu, Chief Consultant;
Julia Crevasse, Chief Financial Officer;
Caroline White, Executive VP of Brand
Management; Jeff Hamm, Executive VP of
Digital Strategy; Mary Kristen Ferguson,

Executive Assistant.

312

The Ole Miss

| 2014

OLE MISS YOUNG LIFE COLLEGE
Young Life has a growing presence on college campuses. It’s called Young
Life College.

9pm called "Club” and we also have smaller groups that meet weekly called
"Life Groups.” Everyone is invited to be a part of Young Life.

Regardless of a student s religious background, Ole Miss Young Life College
offers a fun, accepting community to be a part of while exploring or deepening
his or her faith. As caring adults venture with them, college students are
nurtured, guided and encouraged to become adults who are committed
followers of Jesus Christ. We have our weekly meeting every Tuesday night at

Ole Miss students also have the opportunity to be Young Life leaders
for middle and high school students at the Oxford schools. We have leader
training every spring and invite any Ole Miss college student interested to
go through training and become a member of our local Oxford Young Life
teams.
President: Morgan Fyfe, Vice President: Bill Canale
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SIGMA ALPHA
LAMBDA OFFICERS
Front row (left to right): Lindsey Landrum, Sandra
Carver, Lauren Oelze, Amanda Miller.
Back row (left to right): John Mark Weldy (VP
of Community Service), Rebecca Bozeman
(President), Ouida Meruvia, Becca Brock,
Shacorya Williams.

BETA BETA BETA
Beta Beta Beta is an honor society dedicated to knowledge and appreciation
of the biological world while providing a helping hand within the commu
nity. Members of Tri Beta build honorable resumes by gaining research and
volunteer experience while taking advantage of access to national scholar
ships. Full members must complete 3 semesters of Biological courses with a
3.00 GPA or higher. Outside majors are welcome as associate members.

OFFICERS

ENGINEERING
STUDENT BODY
The student governing organization for the School of Engineering, the ESB
provides tutoring services, a mentor program, sponsorship for professional
development activities, organization for social activities, and the Engineering
tailgate. The goals of the ESB are to promote academic excellence and
professionalism in all engineering disciplines and to serve as a liaison between
faculty and administrators of the School of Engineering and its students.

President: Mihaly Harisis. Treasurer: Ashley Fitts.

OFFICERS
President: Patrick Turbeville. Vice-President: James Mott. Secretary:
Patrick Wood. Treasurer: Jenna Becker. Public Relations Officer: Ashleigh
Bristol. Advisor: Ryan Upshaw, Assistant Dean for Student Services.
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ORDER OF OMEGA
Ann Marie Mercier (President),
Cipriano ApicelIi (Vice President),
Katie Lee (Programming Chair),
Samra Ward (Secretary),
Michelle Davidson (Treasurer),
EJ Edney (Advisor).

LIBRARY AMBASSADORS
Founded in August 20, 2012, the Library Ambassadors facilitate
communication between University Libraries’ Administration and the
student body, represent and promote the library at campus events, advocate
for and raise awareness of library programs and services among the student
body. Library Ambassador activities include Pet-A-Puppy (during finals week
every semester), World Wide Book drives, and library tours.

OFFICERS
President: Jessica Marshall. Vice-President: Michael Fant. Secretary: Aisha
Knight. Treasurer: Pranati Puri,

PRIDE NETWORK
Pride Network provides advocacy and education for LGBTQIAAP*
individuals in the University community, while promoting acceptance
and respect for individuals of all sexual orientations and gender identities.
Activities include observance of major commemorative dates, marching in
the Mid-South Pride Parade, and hosting the annual Breaking the Silence
Symposium. (*Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Questioning/Queer,
Intersex, Asexual, Allies, Pansexual).

OFFICERS
President: Nathaniel Weathersby. Vice-President of Finance &
Membership: Ali Jones. Advisor: Dr. Jennifer Stollman, Academic Director
at The Winter Institute.
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----- GOSPEL CHOIR
Officers: LaToya McJunkins (President), Jasmine Hubbard (Vice President), Jameese Williams (Business Manager), Kimberly Young (Secretary),
Ty Ringo (Treasurer), Jeremy Coleman
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(Assistant Treasurer), Justavian Tillman (Standards Chair) photo|THOMAS GRANING

RESIDENTIAL HOUSING ASSOCIATION
Officers: Grace Myers (President), Nick Dugan (Vice President), Terrius Harris (Vice President of Administration), Danielle Randall (Vice

President of Communication), Adrienne Vaughan (Vice President of Finance), Chikira Brown (Vice President of Programming), Meg Freeman
(National Communications Coordinator), Garneisha Jones (National Communications Coordinator In-Training for Fall 2013), Hilary Bruner
(Graduate Student Leadership Advisor), Crystal Henry (Area Coordinator for Student Housing & Student Leadership Advisor).
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THE INTERFRATERNITY COUNCIL

The Interfraternity Council (IFC) is the governing body of sixteen men’s Greek
lettered organizations on the University of Mississippi campus. The IFC serves to
promote leadership, scholarship, community service, and philanthropy amongst its
member organizations and the University of Mississippi as a whole.
The IFC is composed of eight officers who make up the executive council, a judi
cial board, recruitment advisors (Rho Alphas), and one voting delegate from each
of the sixteen member organizations. These organizations include the following
fraternities: Alpha Tau Omega, Beta Theta Pi, Chi Psi, Delta Psi, Kappa Alpha
Order, Kappa Sigma, Phi Delta Theta, Phi Kappa Psi, Phi Kappa Tau, Pi Kappa
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Alpha, Pi Kappa Phi, Sigma Alpha Epsilon, Sigma Chi, Sigma Nu, Sigma Phi
Epsilon, and Sigma Pi.

Front Row (left to right): Josh Baumgart (Vice President of Philanthropy), Will
Abbey (Vice President of Scholarship), Joey Ripplinger (Vice President of Recruit

ment), Jonathan Rummel (Graduate Assistant). Back Row (left to right): Hal
Sullivan (Vice President of Public Relations), Stephan Castellanos (Vice President

of Recruitment Advisors), Jack Fitzpatrick (Vice President of Finance and Admin
istration), Carter Barnett (President), Kevin Zeek (Vice President of Standards).

NATIONAL PAN-HELLENIC COUNCIL

The National Pan-Hellenic Council at the University of Mississippi is composed of the nine historically Black National Greek Letter sororities and fraterni
ties: Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Iota Phi Theta Fraternity, Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity, Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity.
Front row (left to right): Tyshaun Williams (Treasurer), Phalisha Jackson (Public Relations), Ashton Boone (Parliamentarian), Shanekqua Griffin
(Community Service), Kendrick Hunt (President). Back row (left to right): Delantric Hunt (Vice President and Standards Chair), Ryan Watkins (Secretary),
Joe Curry (President Elect)
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PANHELLENIC COUNCIL

The Panhellenic Council is comprised of the women of the ten National
Panhellenic Conference sororities that are on this campus. These organiza
tions are: Alpha Delta Pi, Alpha Omicron Pi, Chi Omega, Delta Delta Delta,
Delta Gamma, Kappa Alpha Theta, Kappa Delta, Kappa Kappa Gamma, Phi
Mu, and Pi Beta Phi. Ole Miss was awarded for Achievement in Community
Service at the Southeastern Panhellenic Conference. Current Panhellenic
President Mary-Charles Pence and former Panhellenic President Natalie Mill
er accepted the award in 2013. The University of Mississippi Panhellenic is
perennially recognized for its excellence and achievements in multiple venues.
While facilitating Recruitment and Bid Day is an important responsibility of
the Panhellenic Council, the work of the Council is year-round.
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The Executive Board for the 2014 school year is comprise of the following
women: Front row, (left to right): Jennifer Fisackerly (VP of Recruitment),
Ellen Garrett (VP of Academics), Caroline France (VP of Administra
tion), Ann-Mitz Dooley (VP of Judicial). Back row, (left to right): Meghan
Wrigley (VP of Programming), Mary Kate Berger (VP of Community
Service), Claire Pride (VP of Recruitment Counselors), Mary-Charles Pence
(President), Michelle Horvath (Graduate Assistant). Additionally, leader
ship positions within Panhellenic include chapter Panhellenic delegates, the
Panhellenic Judicial Board, Recruitment Counselors (Gamma Chis), and
members of Junior Panhellenic.

CD
-C

ZETA PHI BETA

DELTA GAMMA
----------------------

ΔΓ ----------------------

Delta Gamma offers to women of all ages a rich heritage based on prin
ciples of personal integrity, personal responsibility and intellectual honesty.
Its primary purpose is to foster high ideals of friendship, promote educational
and cultural interests, create a true sense of social responsibility, and develop
the finest qualities of character.
Philanthropy: The purpose of our philanthropy, Service for Sight, is to aid
the blind and visually impaired, raise awareness about blindness and preven
tion and provide services to those suffering from visual impairments.

Philanthropic Events: Our biggest events include Anchor Splash, where we
host a dinner and games, and Milk & Cookies, where students can get cook
ies delivered to them anywhere on campus.
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ALPHA DELTA PI
--------------------- AΔπ----------------------The Delta Sigma Chapter at the University of Mississippi was re-installed
as an Alpha Delta Pi chapter on February 16, 2014. In the short time since
ADPi’s return to Ole Miss, members have been active on campus and in the
Oxford community. Our sisters are involved in a variety of different student
organizations including Orientation Leaders, ASB Senate, Rebel to Rebel,
the Women’s Golf Team and many more. In addition to their involvement
on campus, ADPi’s are active in the community, specifically through their
partnership with the Ronald McDonald House, Alpha Delta Pi’s internation
al philanthropy. Members often travel to the Memphis Ronald McDonald
House to volunteer, host movie nights and cook meals.
As charter members of the newest sorority on campus, our sisters have
been awarded the unique opportunity to leave a lasting legacy for the Ole
Miss community, which will be sure to impact many, many generations of
Ole Miss women in the future!
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The Nu Beta chapter of Alpha Omicron Pi has continued to exceed the
expectation this year. We endowed the Candy Carlisle Memorial Scholar
ship through our Run for the Roses event, hosted various different events for
the Boys and Girls Club of Oxford, volunteered at More than a Meal, and
had a pink Grove tent for the Homecoming game in honor of Breast Cancer
Awareness Month. We also had our annual Slice Out Arthritis pie sale which
benefitted our National Philanthropy the Arthritis Foundation.

We have members involved in all different on-campus organizations and
honor societies such as ASB Senate, Order of Omega, Rebelettes, Honors
College, Croft, Gamma Beta Phi, B.F.A art program, Athletic Depart
ment interns, Sigma Alpha Lamda, Provost Scholars, Columns Society, and
Orientation Leaders. It has been a very exciting and successful year for Alpha
Omicron Pi, and we can’t wait to see what the rest of the year has in store.
submitted text | ALPHA OMICRON PI
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The Mississippi Beta chapter of Pi Beta Phi was colonized at Ole Miss on October 4, 1961,
with only 14 founding members. Now, at the end of 2013, the chapter has 360 young women.

Pi Phi’s philanthropic service focuses on literacy, and their members do multiple projects
throughout the year to help improve literacy throughout the country, including leading
Champions Are Readers, a elementary reading program, at the Oxford Boys and Girls Club.
Over the past two years, their biggest fundraiser has been Dodge the Arrow - a dodge ball
tournament in which Greek and non-Greek students form teams to compete in the games. It

has been a huge success overall for Pi Phi’s chapter and will continue to grow in the future. Pi
Phi also has a passion for Relay for Life. Their members are very excited to participate in fun
draising for the American Cancer Society every spring. Pi Phi’s members are involved in many
organizations across campus including ASB, Ambassadors, Ole Miss intramurals, Campus
Crusades, Columns Society, Diamond Girls, Honors College, Trent Lott Leadership Institute,
Leap Frog, and various other honor societies.
. submitted text | PI BETA PHI
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Part of the Phi Mu creed states, “being steadfast in every duty,” and Phi
Mu ladies do just that. While they have a wide range of philanthropic and
campus involvement, their sisterhood involvement is even stronger.

One of the greatest bonds of Phi Mu’s sisterhood comes from their devo
tion to philanthropy. Through their annual Bonnamu “battle of the bands”
fundraiser and as top supporter of RebelTHON, they have raised thousands of
dollars for Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital. Their success and philanthropic

involvement can only grow with their newest pledge class of 120 members.

What’s more important to the ladies of Phi Mu, however, is loving each
sister for who she is. No matter if they are ASB President, Ambassadors, Hall
of Fame inductees, Columns Society members, summer missionaries, world
travelers, or pageant queens (though they have all these things!), Phi Mu is a
sisterhood built on love, honor, and truth.
submitted text | PHI MU
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In philanthropy, our chapter hosted our annual Crawfish Boil in the spring
to raise money for the Make a Wish Foundation. This fall, we had the privilege
of granting a wish to a precious ten-year-old boy named Chance who is bat
tling leukemia. We were able to grant Chance’s wish traveling to New York City.
Chance is passionate about the military so we packed twenty Christmas care
packages for military troops overseas at the event.

MS this year for the first time. Active members of Chi Omega were ambassadors
for the weekend and toured guests from across the United States who support Chi
Omega in so many ways. Girls toured guests around the Chi O house, guided
their tours at Rowan Oak and had meaningful conversations about our experience
in Chi Omega. The men and women who attended were very impressed with the
Tau chapter and continue to support Chi Omega nationally. This year has been
a wonderful year for the Chi Omegas at Ole Miss due to the dedication of each
member to the Tau chapter and to the Ole Miss campus. I feel so fortunate to be
given the opportunity to interact with such an amazing group of women each day.

Nationally speaking, the Chi Omega Foundation Weekend was held in Oxford,

submitted text | CHI OMEGA

This past has been a wonderful year for Chi Omega. One highlight of our
year was that two seniors, Rachel Crim and Camden Hastings, were elected as
Campus Favorites for the senior class.
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KAPPA
GAMMA
---------- KKΓ ----------The Delta Rho Chapter of Kappa Kappa Gamma was
founded at Ole Miss in 1947 and was the first sorority on
campus to build a sorority house. Since the very beginning
the Delta Rho Chapter has earned the reputation of lead
ers making a difference on campus and in the communi
ty. Many Delta Rho’s have been elected to the Hall of Fame,
student body government, Miss Ole Miss, Miss University,
Campus Favorite, Most Beautiful, Best Dressed and Homecoming Queen. Kappas have been chosen as fraternity
sweethearts, Derby Day Queen, cheerleaders, Rebelettes and
student athletes. Kappas can also be found listed among the
top scholars on campus as Phi Beta Kappas, Taylor Medal
ists, and Carrier Scholars. While the list of awards and rec
ognition has always been impressive, the philanthropy focus
of Delta Rho truly sets the chapter apart. Each summer a
group of Delta Rho Kappas travel to Africa to be involved
with special projects. Locally, Delta Rho Kappas are “handson” serving as tutors and hosting many events that benefit
RIF in area schools.
submitted text | KAPPA KAPPA GAMMA
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ALPHA PHI ALPHA
NU UPSILON
UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSiP I

"Manly Deeds, Scholarship
and Love for All Mankind"

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. was founded December 4th, 1906 on the campus of
Cornell University in Ithaca, New York, making this fraternity the first intercollegiate Greeklettered organization founded by African-Americans. Seven visionary founders, known as the
“Seven Jewels”, founded Alpha Phi Alpha. Founded at a Predominantly White Institution
(PWI), the “Jewels” envisioned a strong brotherhood among African-Americans while, most
importantly, stressing academic excellence.
The Nu Upsilon chapter was chartered on March 20th, 1978. Since Alpha Phi Alphas
installment into the University of Mississippi’s Greek community, the Nu Upsilon chapter has
worked diligently in both academics and service. The Nu Upsilon chapter has ranked in the

top 10 of all Greek-letter organizations in academics. A Voteless People is a Hopeless People,
Brother’s Keeper, Project Alpha and Go To High School, Go To College are the required phil
anthropic National Programs. Also, in the community the Nu Upsilon chapter participates
weekly in the Passport to Manhood program at the Boys and Girls Club and recently began
an annual breast cancer awareness walk. The Nu Upsilon chapter has also won many awards,
such as District Brother of the Year and Chapter of the Year. One of the members in the
chapter was recognized as having the highest GPA of any Alpha college brother in the nation
in 2013. This chapter has also been crowned the District, Regional, and National Step Show
Champions for our fraternity in 2013.
submitted text | ALPHA PHI ALPHA
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Kappa Alpha Order is among the oldest and most respected fraternities in the Greek sys
tem. We have held to our founding principles for almost 150 years, and have produced some
of the finest men in our nation.
Our standards are high, and we only accept the most dedicated, the most honest, the most
willing to grow and learn what it means to be a life-long brother.

Our mission is to create a lifetime experience which centers on reverence to God, duty,
honor, character and gentlemanly conduct as inspired by Robert E. Lee, our spiritual founder.
Our strong rush, dedicated philanthropy, excellence in intramurals, deep sense of brother
hood, and expertise in celebration, the men of the University of Mississippi’s Kappa Alpha

Order live out the motto “excellence is our aim.” To no surprise, the Ole Miss KA is now both
the largest KA chapter in the nation and the largest Greek presence on campus.

We are proud to salute our own Rob Pyron as the first recipient of the Mr. Ole Miss award,
as well as our own Neal McMillin as a member of the distinguished Hall of Fame. Addition
ally, we are grateful to Hayden Horan and Shelby Hall for their leadership as our chapter’s
Number I. We predict that Ole Miss KA will produce even more leaders for good in the days
to come.
submitted text | KAPPA ALPHA ORDER
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Alpha Tau Omega has been at the University of Mississippi since 1927 and is proud to be
the foremost national fraternity of leadership development. The Fraternity prides itself in its
longstanding tradition of scholarship, athletics, philanthropy, and community service.

ATO’s primary philanthropic service benefits the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, and in 20122013 school year, ATO raised $40,000 for the Foundation. ATO proudly claims members
who serve on IFC, ASB Senate, and the Column’s Society.
submitted text | ALPHA TAU OMEGA
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Kappa Alpha Psi, a college fraternity now comprised of functioning undergraduate and
Alumni Chapters on major campuses and cities throughout the country, is the crystallization
of a dream. It is the realization of a dream come true by the late Revered Founders Elder
Watson Diggs; John Milton Lee; Byron Kenneth Armstrong; Guy Levis Grant; Ezra Dee Al
exander; Henry T. Asher; Marcus Peter Blakemore; Paul Waymond Caine; Edward G. Irvin,
and George Wesley Edmonds. It was the vision of those ten astute men on the night of Janu
ary 5, 1911, on the campus of Indiana University at Bloomington, Indiana, to sow a seed of
a fraternal tree whose fruit is available to and now enjoyed by college men everywhere. Their

dream stimulated black collegians to reach higher than they could have imagined.

With the fundamental purpose of Achievement, Kappa Alpha Psi began uniting college men
of culture, patriotism, and honor in a bond of fraternity. The Lambda Pi Chapter was char
tered at the University of Mississippi on April 16, 1983. Colonized by the Beta Mu Chapter,
which is located at Lemoyne Owens College in Memphis, Tennessee, Lambda Pi was strongly
accepted into the South Central Province of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. Keeping the
dream of our Noble Founders in mind and the fourteen men who helped charter Lambda Pi,
the chapter has been and will keep producing Achievers in Every Field of Human Endeavors.
submitted text | KAPPA ALPHA PSI
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Throughout the 2013-2014 year the gentlemen of Sigma Phi Epsilon have been working
diligently to continue their success both on and off campus. We are all proud of our recent
academic and philanthropic success. This past November the men of Sig Ep organized a 5K
race that raised nearly $10,000 for the Wounded Warrior Project. With the help of the fellow
Greek community and local volunteers, over 200 runners participated in the event. We are
honored to know that we have benefited a charity that supports to the men and women who

have risked life and limb for our country. Along with our philanthropic efforts, our brothers
have succeeded in the classroom, boosting our GPA to the second highest amongst campus
fraternities. We would like to thank the community, our parents, our alumni, and everyone
else who has contributed to our recent accomplishments.
submitted text | SIGMA PHI EPSILON

2014 | The Ole Miss 349

DELTA PSIΔψ

Delta Psi Fraternity, also known as St. Anthony Hall, was founded on
January 17, 1847, at Columbia University. The Phi Chapter at the Univer
sity of Mississippi was founded soon after on June 22, 1855, making it the
oldest fraternity at the University of Mississippi.

This year the men of St. Anthony Hall have had several exemplary
achievements that have not only impacted the University of Mississippi, but
the Oxford community as a whole. We presented our “Passages” lecture
series, with speakers including Oxford Mayor Pat Patterson and Assistant
US Attorney Chad Lamar. St. Anthony Hall has also given back to the by
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working with the Lafayette County Literacy Council to better the commu
nity through education.
In addition to bettering the Oxford community, our members have labored
to build up our organization by participating in intramural sports as well as
various honor societies and clubs. Because of the dedication to excellence, the
members of St. Anthony Hall have been given the distinction of highest frater
nity GPA on campus for the 15th consecutive year.
submitted text | SIGMA PI
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Kappa Sigma was founded at the University of Virginia in 1869 during recon
struction after the Civil War. Kappa Sigma was founded at Ole Miss in 1926 after
a law banning fraternities at state supported schools was lifted.
This year we say good bye to our beloved House Mother, Ms. Sarah Gough.
After more than 20 years with the fraternity she decided it was time to retire. We
miss her everyday she is gone, but are very thankful for the hard work our new
House Mother (Ms. Cindy Harkins) has done. Kappa Sigma members held posi
tions which include but are not limited to ASB Attorney General, ASB Treasure,
ASB Judicial Chair, IFC President, and two IFC Vice-Presidents. Our philan
thropy, Diamond Days, helped raise money to support local charity More-Than

A-Meal. With the money we donated, the charity was able to serve dinner to less
fortunate families in the Oxford community.
We are saddened by the passing of fellow chapter brother, Larry Speakes, who
served as Press Secretary under the Ronald Regan Administration. Speakes played
a vital role in some of the most memorable events during Regan’s presidency.

This has been a great year for Kappa Sigma at Ole Miss due to the hard work
and dedication each brother possesses in everyday life. I am humbled everyday to
interact and lead such a tremendous group of men.
submitted text | KAPPA SIGMA
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The Eta Chapter of Sigma Chi has been going strong since its foundation at the University
of Mississippi in 1857, a mere 9 years after the University’s founding. And were not done
yet. This year Eta Chapter received 90 new pledges on Bid Day, showing that through hard
times we will never give up for the betterment of friendship, justice, and learning. Although
Sigma Chi can be known for its parties, such as Groundhog Day and Derby Days, it’s much
more. The Eta Chapter boasted several involved members throughout the campus. Such
examples include the 2013-2014 ASB President Gregory Alston, ASB Cabinet and Senators,
Student Alumni Council members, various religious organizations, ROTC, and student ath
352
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letes. Community involvement is a strong commitment to the Eta Chapter, through various
donations to local charities: including Manna, Oxford Medical Ministries, and Mississippi
Blood Services. During this past 50th Anniversary of Derby Days, Sigma Chi Eta Chapter
donated over 950 pints of blood, saving 2,850 lives, and even sent units of blood to Boston,
Mass, after the Boston Marathon bombings. We are the Eta Chapter of Sigma Chi and will
continue to be the best at the University of Mississippi. In Hoc Signo Vinces.
submitted text | SIGMA CHI

PI KAPPA ALPHAπKA

Pi Kappa Alpha is dedicated to developing men of integrity, intellect, and high moral character and to foster
ing a truly lifelong fraternal experience. All brothers strive to meet S.L.A.G. S.L.A.G stands for Scholars, Lead
ers, Athletes, and Gentlemen, and are the pillars of our success. The men we recruit are nothing but the best.
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CHI PSI

---------------------------- Xψ------------------------------

Chi Psi was founded on May 20, 1841 at Union College in Schenectady, New
York. The eighth fraternity founded in the United States and the fifth at Union
itself, Chi Psi was unique, being the first fraternity to be founded upon principles
of brotherhood and as a social fraternity.

Alpha Gamma of Chi Psi at the University of Mississippi was founded in 1858
and has re-organized after a period of dormancy.
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Members of Alpha Gamma petitioned in the summer of 2013 to renew their
charter and again become an active Alpha of the national organization.
Led by President Ruben Ruiz, the Alpha celebrated its re-founding at the Pea
body in Memphis in November.
submitted text | CHI PSI

SIGMA PIΣπ
Sigma Pi has continued to do well at Ole Miss ever since we re-chartered
in 2011. Sigma Pi is over 100 members as of this fall. This year we improved
our chapter even more than we had in the past few years. This year we went
out into the community and held a philanthropy event for the OxfordLafayette County Humane Society, which helped sheltered animals find safe
homes.

We also gave back to the University of Mississippi with our Altruistic
Campus Experience, also known as our A.C.E. project, by helping the
children in the Batson Hospital for Children in Jackson, MS. We are looking
forward to the future that is in store for Sigma Pi in the Oxford community
and here at Ole Miss.
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Hayes Amber 199
Hayes Kyndal 175, 199

Henderson Derek 199
Henderson Jennifer 199
Henderson, Marshall 231
Henderson, Patrick 199
Hendrick Jennybeth 176, 199, 296
Henry, Ryan 162
Henson Christopher 199
Herath, Peshani 176
Heredia, Reade 162
Hernandez, Karen 199
Herod, Ann-Marie 301
Herron, Brittany 199
Hesse, Nicole 199
Hickman, Rodgrick 199
Hicks, Jennifer 294
Higgabottom, Anna Beth 163
Higgons, Sean 294, 296
Hightower, Rebecca 199
Hill, Christopher 200
Hill, Tony 200
Hilliard, Antonie 200
Hilt, Jamie 190
Hindman, Kevin 200
Hine, Camille 29
Hines, Timbrely 176,200
Hobson, Breana 200
Hodges, Janee’ 200
Hoffer, Lillian 176, 200
Holland, Daniele 190
Holland, Laura 200
Holliday, Casey 176, 200, 299
Holliday, Jeremy 176,186,311
Hollingsworth, Ashley 200
Hollis, Evonda 190
Holly, Julia 200
Holman, Catherine 162
Holman, Evalyn 296, 297
Holman, Virginia 296
Holt, Susan 200
Hood, Shelby 200
Hooper, Shane 17
Horlock Steven 200
Horn, Robert 190
Horvath, Michelle 200, 324
Hotakainen, Jessi 176
House, Francesca 190
Hovatter, Alison 270
Howard, Tanetra 294
Howard, William 200
Howell, Sarah 297
Hubbard, Brian 55
Hudspeth, Courtney 200
Huff, David 190
Hughes, Lauren 294
Humphries, Delta 190
Hunt, Delantric 323
Hunt, Campbell 176, 200
Hunt, Kendrick 200
Hunt, Kendrick 323
Hunt, Leslie 177
Hurd, Stacia 200
Hurst, Margaret 200
Hurston, Benjamin 177, 200
Hyche, Kyle 190

I
Ingham, Chris 272
Inman, Anna 190
Irby, Taylor 257
Ireland, Katherine 200
Ivy, Brooklynn 200

J
Jackson, Blair 177
Jackson, Courtney 301
Jackson, Meghan 200
Jackson, Milcah 200
Jackson, Phalisha 323
Jackson, Sarah 200
Jackson, Tonya 190
Jackson, Tristen 314
Jaishankar, Shruti 177
James, Amber 200
James, Kaleena 200
Jarrell, Chelsea 200
Jendras, Magen 200
Jenkins Kimberly 200
Jenkins, Amber 200
Jenkins, Desmond 200
Jenkins, Ferrand 301
Jenkins, Kenyotta 234
Jenkins, Rachel 190
Jennings, Brittany 200
Jennings, Sparkle 200
Jernigan, Myla 200
Jimenez, Alison 296
Johnson, Debbie 200
Johnson, Elizabeth 201
Johnson, Joni 190
Johnson, Joy 201
Johnson, Kells 177, 201
Johnson, Kimberly 201
Johnson, Odie 296
Johnson, Stephanie 201
Johnson, Syrenia 201
Jones , Ebony 201
Jones, Aaron 231
Jones, Alexandra 177
Jones, Antoinette 201
Jones, Ashley 201
Jones, Charda 201
Jones, Daniel 16, 18
Jones, Julia 267
Jones, Katrina 190
Jones, Lateefah 201
Jones, Melany 190
Jones, Rosemarie 201
Jones, Ryan 201
Jowers, Sterling 177, 201
Jupally , Vijay Reddy 52
Jurney, Delta 190

Kallberg, William 265
Kannuthurai, Vinod 167
Kannuthurai, Vinod 44, 177,201
Kapanzhi, Diana 310
Kapoor, Sampada 296
Keeton,, James 16
Keifer, Matthew 158, 178, 187
Kelly, Connor 201
Kelso, Lee 201
Kendrick Kristin 201
Kendricks, Sam 254
Keo, Sothea 201
Kern, Caitlin 201
Khairudinova, Zalina 267
Khalil, Rammy 201
Kiefer, Matthew 158, 187, 201
Kim, Minji 201
Kimble, Monique 201
Kinard, Irijah 201
King, Cynthia 201
King, Heather 201
King, Kimsey 201
Kirchner, James 201
Kirkpatrick, Mary 201
Knighten, Shelby 190
Knowles, NicholaS 201
Koeder, Amanda 190

Kohlheim, Quadray 167, 178, 201, 296, 301
Krishna, Kati 190
Kulesza, Brett 201

L

LaBanc, Brandi Hephner 16
Labonia, Gabriel 201
LaCour, Kimber 201
Landrum, Lindsey 190
Lansdell, Channing 294
Laprade, Kristen 201
Larry, Anthony 201
Larson, Barrett 201
Lavermicocca, Giovanni 315
Law, Wing Yan 201
Layne, Kenneth 190
Leary, Mary Haston 55
Leatherman, Sarah 202
Lee, Katie 202
Lentz, Amy 202
Lewis, Carol 202
Lewis, Joe 273
Litzelfelner, Kelly 294
Lock Ashley 190
Lockridge Joanne 202
Loveless, Caroline 297
Loving Depra 202
Lowe, Taylor 294
Lowe, Rachel 178, 202
Luers, Elise 178
Luk, Adria 202
Lukacs, Magen 202
Luplow, Martin 202
Lusk, Glenna 37, 178
Ly, May 190
Ly, Phuc 202
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Lyles, Lauren 55
Lyons, Samuel 202

M
Mack, Dana 202
Macoy, Stephen 202
Mahoney, Will 300
Maloney, Meagan 202
Mann, Vicky 202
Mannie, Sierra 35, 45
Maples, Augustus 178,202
Marconi, Erica 202
Marion Tanesha 202
Markow Mary Ball 168, 178, 202
Marsh Courtney 202
Martin, Hawley 299
Mason, Mona 190
Massey, James 190
Matthews Eric 202
Maxwell Evan 202
May, Caroline 178
Mayfield, Claudia 202
Mayfield, Thomas 202
Mayhew, Sammy 306
Maynord, Kelsey 179
Mayo. Michael 202
Mays, Taylor-Alice 162
McAdams, Lacey 52
McArthur, Heather 202
McBeth, Megan 187, 202
McCalla, Mandy 261, 263
McCarthy, Sydney 202
McCausland, Phil 299
McCay, Tyler 202
McClain, Kelsey 202
McClendon, Turner 191
McClure, Eliza 296
McCoy, Chad 306
McCoy, Ian 202
McCray, Danielle 236
McCray, Emmanuel 217
McCullar, Charlotte 191
McCulloch, Anna 202
McCulloch, Meghan 202
McDaniel, Krystle 202
McDonald, Kyra 56
McDonald, Candy 191
McDonald, Samuel 202
McEwen, Marsha 202
McFarland, Valencia 234
McGregor, Heather 202
Mcllveene, Alexandria 202
McIntosh, Jeffrey 301
McJunkins, LaToya 179, 202, 296, 320
McKennis, Miracle 203
McKenzie, Jessica 191
McKenzie, Shaunterica 203
McKinney, Gabrielle 203
McLarty, Michael 203
McLeod, Clay 29
McMahan, Laurie 203
McMillin, Lauren 179, 203
McMillin, Neal 168, 179, 203
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McQuirter, Dena 203
Mercier, Ann 203
Merritt, Suzannah 191
Messer, Walker 203
Mhoon, Ja Killya 301
Michaels, Jordan 203
Mickens, Addison 179, 203
Miclot, Caitlin 203
Miers, John Reynolds 179
Miller, Joseph 203
Miller, Murray 162, 296
Milutinovich, Marija 267
Mitchell, McKenzie 162
Mitchell, Danielle 203
Mitchell, Marcus 203
Mohr, Madelyn 299
Monger, Lorella 203
Monteith, John 179, 203, 297, 298
Moody, Kyerra 203
Moore, Corbin 203
Moore, Natalie 179, 299
Moree, Shannon 203
Morgan, DeMetrius 203
Morris, Sarah 203
Morrison, Ellie 203
Mosier, Jim 306
Mosow, Matthew 203
Moss, Peyton 253
Mounts, Brittany 203
Mullins, Camille 180, 203
Murillo, Ignacio 203, 299
Murphy, Kevin 203
Murphy, Maggie 203
Murphy, Nathan 203
Myers, Grace 297
Myrick, Melody 203

N
Nall, Mary Ashton 180,259
Nanney. Jennifer 203
Neely, Stephanie 203
Neilson, Heather 191
Nelson, Debra 191
Newby, Martavious 229
Newcomb, Stewart 203
Newcomer, Jana 294
Newcomer, Jana 180
Newman, Rebecca 203
Newsom, Corianna 203
Newton, Zachery 294
Noon, Kendyl 299
Norsworthy, Tom 180
Nunna, Sasi 314
Nunnally, Tatsyana 204

O’Neil, Briana 296, 301
Obajimi, Gilbert Oluwaseun 180
Offutt, Jillian 204
Oliver, Jessica 191
Oliver, Kaneisha 191
Oliver, Tiara 191

Ordoñez, Juan Pablo 315
Otulana, Ruthie 204
Outlaw, Jesseca 191
Overcash, Destanie 204
Owens-Wilson, Hope 204
Owens, Bob 17
Ozment, Ryan 204

p
Pak, Maria 204
Palmer, Devontae 204
Pandey, Pankaj 314
Panhorst, Terry 29
Pankaj, Pandey 180
Parish, Sarah 299
Parker, Hal 17
Parker. Katie 55
Patterson, Aubrey 17
Patton, Lois 204
Patton, Ralpheal 294
Pearson, Courtney 294
Peddy, Alexis 204
Peeples, Terry 191
Pelattini, Sean 204
Peña, Alexandra 311
Pence, Mary-Charles 324
Penn, Sarah Bracy 310
Pepe, Ross 204
Perez, Anthony 229
Perry, Alan W. 17
Perry, Jeffery 191
Peters, Jonathan 204
Petrie, Kristina 204
Pettis, Lindsey 227
Pettit, Angela 204
Phillips, Anna Leigh 306
Phillips, Lyda 296
Phillips, Patricia 204
Phillips, Rachel 306
Phillips, Tanner 204
Pho, Dha 191
Pickering, Christine Lindsay 17
Pickett, Labrandon 204
Pillow, Rob 156
Pimperl, John 204
Pinkney, Catrice 191
Pirani, Robert Stewart 180
Pirani, Stewart 204
Pittman, Rahmana 204
Pitts, Holly 191
Plaxico, Brittany 204
Poellnitz, Isaiah 227
Pollard, Erica 204
Pounds, Peggy 204
Powell, Elizabeth 191
Powell, Lisa 191
Prestwich, Michael 204
Pride, Claire 324
Prince, Rebecca 191
Pritchard, Charles 204
Pyron, Mary Landrum 191
Pyron, Rob 159, 161, 180, 204

Quartarone, Melissa 243
Quintana, Grace 315
Quirk, Joseph 191

R

Raif, Briana 35
Raines, Aaron 191
Raines, Mandi 204
Ramachandran, Sujith 181
Ramachandran, Sujith 314
Ramsey, Scott 204
Reardon, Regan 181
Reardon, Sparky 20-27
Rearick, Olivia 181
Redding, Katherine 204
Rentz, Cody 204
Restaino, Gerard 204
Reynolds, Adreain 204
Rich, Brea 204
Rich, Brea 181
Richards Daryl 204
Richardson, Ashton 204
Richardson, Pamela 204
Richardson, Sallie 204
Richter, Megan 44
Ridgeway, Ashley 204
Riley, Cecily 205
Ringo, Ty 320
Rios, Brandon 205
Ripplinger, Joey 322
Ritter, Andrew 211
Rivero, Haley 205
Roach, Karissa 205
Robbins, Brittany 205
Roberson, Jalesa 205
Roberson, Tina 205
Roberts, Hope 294
Roberts, Daniel 169, 205
Roberts, Daniel Curtis 181
Robinson, Olivia 205
Robinson, Robin 17
Robinson, William 205
Robiso, James 191
Rodriguez, Vai 205
Rogers, Davis 296
Rogers, Alexis 205
Rogers, Andrea 205
Rogers, Joe 265
Rogers, Mary 205
Rohde-Moe, Caroline 181, 267, 268
Rosenthal, Julia 205
Rouse, Douglas 17
Rubin, Taelor 270
Ruffin, Terrance 205
Ruiz, Aura 205
Ruiz, Ruben 181, 187
Ruiz, Ruben 296
Rumbley, Danielle 205
Rummel, Jonathan 322
Rushing, Angela 205

Russell, Nick 29
Russell, Blake 205
Russell, Shari 257
Rutledge, Carson 156
Ryan, Bart 205
Ryan, Joshua 205
Rychlak, Susanna 181

s

Sabert, Nick 182
Sacharuk, Katherine 182
Sadia, Maisha 191
Saiz, Sebastian 232
Sallis, Christina 205
Salman, Hassnaa 205
Sanabria, Maroa Luna 315
Sanders, Haley 182
Sandifer, Abigail 182
Sanford, Brandi 205
Sanford, Lindzarius 205
Sansone, Shelby 298
Saulsberry, Ashley 294
Savage, Kelly 298
Schiavone, Stani 271
Schloegel, Christian 306
Schneider, Elisabeth 205
Scholtz, Nik 265
Schrouf, Blake, 32
Schuldt, Renee 191
Scott, Ashli 182, 205
Scott, Jeff 213
Scullion, Amber 205
Semien, Robert 253
Shackelford, D.T 215
Shah, Shukr 205
Shanks, Victoria 182, 205
Sharma, Anish 182, 205
Shaw, Evan 205
Shaw, Suzanne 205
Shaw, Whitney 205
Shelto, Regina 191
Shelton, Matthew 191
Shen, Wenpei 205
Sherrard, Jessica 205
Shin, Sangeun 205
Shinault, Darius 205
Shoffner, Kayla 191
Short, Chandler 162
Shumaker, Kayla 206
Simmons, David 206
Simmons, Jacob 191
Simmons, Lauren 206
Simpson, Katherine, 32
Sims, Cameron 206
Sipp, Thomas 206
Sloan, Lauren 206
Slusher, Allison 299
Smelser, Andrew 182
Smelser, Andrew 206
Smith, C. D. Jr. 17
Smith, Whitman 294
Smith, Analee 191
Smith, Bianca 206

Smith, Brandance 206
Smith, Clancy 294
Smith, Danielle 183
Smith, Dawn 206
Smith, Erin 206
Smith, Holly 300
Smith, Jordan 206
Smith, Kathy 206
Smith, Kimberley 206
Smith, Landin 183, 300
Smith, Lashaunda 206
Smith, Maxwell 191
Smith, Megan 183
Smith, Stepheney 206
Smith, Tiffany 314
Sneed, Lindsey 206
Souza, Rafaelle 260
Sparks, Larry 16
Spear, Maggie 300
Spoons, Jared 183
Spoons, Jared 206
St. Laurent, Evan 238
Stack, Samantha 206
Stallings, Caroline 191
Stande, Chenelle 206
Stanec Abigail 206
Stance, Abigail 183
Stanfield, Kelvonna 206
Stanford, Casey 191
Stanley, Caleb 191
Stanton, Olivia 206
Stapleton, Ashleigh 206
Staten, Megan 206
Stephens, Jonathan 206
Stephens, Kelsey 183, 206
Stephens, Mary 206
Stephens, Nicolas 206
Stevens, Timothy 206
Stitt, Helen Hanson 191
Stocks, Morris 16
Stone, Brittney 206
Stone, Stephen 206
Strait, Rachel 206
Strange, Allie 162
Stridden, Dallas 191
Stringer, Morgan 44
Stubbs, Brittany 206
Sturdevant, Dexavier 206
Subauste, Alessandro 206
Suggs, Sierra 206
Sullivan-Gonzalez, Dora Frances 206
Sullivan-Gonzalez, Douglas 47
Sullivan-Gonzalez, Maribel 47
Sullivan, Hal 322
Sullivan, Courtney 206
Summers, Jarvis 229
Summers, Matt 294
Sundquist, Paige 207
Swartz, Michael 207
Swing, Keyara 207
Sykes, Reneshia 207

Tai, Liana 300
Tanner, Justin 294
Tanner, Justin Kyle 183
Tanner, Tara 52
Taylor, Christian 183
Taylor, Markysha 207
Teasley, Angelika 207
Tedford, James 207
Terrell, Austin 207
Terry, Katherine 207
Theivendran, Shevanuja 191
Thind, Navneet 191
Thomas, Mardarius 301
Thomas, Stephanie 207
Thomas. Kenesia 207
Thompson, Brittain 191
Thompson, Davina 207
Thompson, LeKeldrich 207
Thompson, Owen 207
Thompson, Sarah 207
Thorne, Cara 184, 207
Tidwell, Kayla 207
Tillman, Justavian 320
Tillman, Justin 207
Tippitt, Carolton 191
Toppin, Drew 296
Topps, Ophelia 207
Townsend, Oliver 297
Tra, Que-Lynn 192
Traylor, Raven 207
Trice, Lacreshia 207
Trice, Tabatha 207
Trim, Tammy 207
Trimble, Abby 294
Trotter, Vernice 207
Tucker, Clay 29
Tucker, Joshua 192
Tullos, Caroline 192
Turbeville, Patrick 184
Turnage, Amy 207
Turnage, Clara 299
Turner, Murphy 294
Turner, Ciara 207
Turner, Ethan 207
Turner, Jasmine 207
Turner, Stuart 247
Tyner, Lee 16
Tyner, Will 43

Upadhyay, Sudu 298
Ursic, David 192

Valerio, Fritz 306
Vance, Mary 192
Vaughn, Paige 207
Vaughn, Pierce 36
Velasquez, Maria Camila 315
Villarreal, Eric 297
Visor, Ashley 207
Vitale, Austin 296

Volker, Kristin 207
Vonder Haar, Adam 29
Vonder Haar, Nick 310
Voss, Rachel 207

w
Wahl, Bobby 248
Walker, Jacqueline 184
Walker, Jessie 192
Walker, Shakia 192
Walker, Shayla 207
Walker, Shoneel 192
Walker, TaQuita 192
Wallace, Bo 211
Waller, Phillip 297
Walls, Caleb 207
Walls, Shameshia 207
Walsh, Elizabeth 207
Walter, Lindsey 207
Walton, Jaylen 213
Ward, Lajoya 192
Ward, Samra 184, 207
Warren, Michael 207
Washington, Amante 207
Wasserman, Stephanie 208
Watkins, Ryan 323
Watkins, Morgan 192
Watkins, Olivia 184
Watkins, Samantha 208
Watson, Chassidy 208
Watson, Gabriel 208
Weatherby, Sarah 208
Weathersby, Nathaniel 184, 208
Weathersby, Scott 184
Weatherwax, Alexandra 208
Weaver, Gennifer 192
Webb, Kayleigh 184, 208
Webley, Kandance 208
Wendling, Caroline 294
Werhan, Daniel 36
West, Landria 208
White, Ledarius 231
White, Lindsay 208
White, Mallory 208
White, Paul 294
Whitlow, Candace 208
Wiggs, Joseph 208
Wikle, Emily 294, 296
Wilbanks, David 185, 208
Wilbanks, Krista 208
Wild, Steven 300
Wilde, Jennifer 208
Wilder, Zach 265
Williams Shelby 192
Williams, Brittney 192
Williams, Caroline 192
Williams, Charlissa 208
Williams, Deeann 208, 306
Williams, Graham 158
Williams, Jalisa 192
Williams, Jameese 208, 220
Williams, Jamie 208
Williams, Jasmine 208

Williams, Jazmin 208
Williams, Kala 192
Williams, Lakeita 208
Williams, LaTonya 208
Williams, Lauren 208
Williams, Nanney 208
Williams, Shacorya 208
Williams, Shan 208
Williams, Tyshaun 323
Williamson, Katherine 208
Willingham, Alisha 208
Willoughby, Emma 208
Wills, Khristian 208
Wilson, Bryanna 208
Wilson, Elizabeth 208
Wilson, George 208
Wilson, Jamey 185,208
Wilson, Jennifer 208
Wilson, Kristen 185
Winstead, Lacey 185
Winstine, Quentin 208
Winters, Allie 156
Withers, William 192
Wittmann, Stephen 209
Womble, Lindsay 192
Wood, Alexandra 209
Wood, Brooke 209
Woodard, Davelin 192
Woods, Faith 29
Woods, Michael 209
Woods, Stephen 209
Woods, Stephen Colby 185
Word, Amanda 192
Wren, Delaney 209
Wright, Sarah 209
Wright, Endia 209
Wright, Kendra 185,300
Wrigley, Meghan 324
Wu, Joanna 192

Yam, WanYee 209
Yates, Cameron 209
Yates, Gene 192
Yeager, Alivia 209
Yi, Rachel 209
York, Lorraine 185
Young, Ashley 192
Young, Isiah 253
Young, Kimberly 209
Young, Kimberly 320
Young, Rachel 185
Young, Ryan 29
Youngblood, Wesley 209

Zeek, Kevin 322
Zhang, Yujing 192
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Forever a Rebel
You are loved, missed and always remembered.
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Price Thornal
Parris Wallace
Park Stevens
Kevin Eagan
Chris Grimaud
Leslie Cooper
Zacherias McClendon
Charles King

March 29, 2013
June 23, 2013
July 3, 2013
November 9, 2013
November 9, 2013
December 6, 2013
December 18, 2013
January 2, 2014
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— Colophon —
The Ole Miss has been the official yearbook of the University of
Mississippi since 1897. Elma Meek, a student at the university, won
the competition to name the yearbook and unknowingly also gave
birth
o
the tnickname that is cherished by the school, its students,
and alumni.

W

k/32

C/28 YMOO K/38

The 118th Volume of The Ole Miss was printed by Friesens
Publishing: 1 Memory Lane, Altona, Manitoba, Canada
ROGOBO. The book was created by Ole Miss students under
the management of Benjamin Hurston, Editor in Chief, with the
assistance of six other editors. Photography Editor, Phillip Waller;
Business Editor, Nathaniel Weathersby; Design Editor, Virginia
England; Writing Editor, Neal McMillin; Sports Editor, Lauren
McMillin and Greek Editor, Drew Toppin. The editorial content
doesnot represent
h
t e university. The cost of The
Ole Miss is included in the tuition of every full time student and
sponsor pages are sold to Greek and student organizations.

Portrait photographs for the 2014 book were taken by Life
touch. Ail other photographs were taken by staff photographers
under the direction of Phillip Waller or contributed by Ole Miss
Athletics or Ole Miss Communications.

Illustrations & Hand-lettering for pages in the Town,
University, and Experience sections were done by Daly Cantrell,
Allison Young, Kaitlin Bachmeyer, Virginia England and Benjamin
Hurston. Handwriting used for the cover, section dividers and
section tabs was done by Neal McMillin. The 2014 book was
designed using five different font families: Adobe Garamond Pro,
Didot, Whitney, Pluto, and Archer

Cover and Endsheets were designed and illustrated by Virginia
England under the direction of Benjamin Hurston.
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staff

Writers (left to right): Tori Olker, Colton Herrington, Sarah Bracy Penn, Charles McCrory,
Steff Thomas, Callie Daniels, and Eliza McClure. Not pictured: Carl Case, Chandler Clarkson,
Madisen Theobald, Vivian Lang, Ellen Harris, Bracey Harris

Designers (front row): Natalie Moore, Allison Young, Teresa Hendrix. (Back row): Elizabeth

Wylie, Daly Cantrell, Kaitlin Bachmeyer, Martha Katterjohn

Sports Writers (front row): Amanda Wilson, Hannah Whitten, Kathryn Hathorne.
(Backrow): Pete Porter, Mike Swartz, Evan Brewster. Not pictured: Ashley Dunn, Dylan
Edwards, Will Tyner

Photographers (left to right): Aditya Kare, Thomas Graning, Alex Edwards. Not pictured:
Tyler Jackson, Ignacio Murillo, Katie Williamson, Austin McAfee
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THE OLE MISS
EDITORS 2014
Opposite page (left to right):

Lauren McMillin (Sports Editor), Benjamin Hurston
(Editor-in-Chief), Neal McMillin (Writing Editor), Virginia
England (Design Editor), Phillip Waller (Photography
Editor), Nathaniel Weathersby (Business Editor).
The Ole Miss editors would like to thank the following people:
Debra Novak for helping us edit it all, keeping us on track and feeding us.
Pat Thompson for trusting us with the book, supporting our creative freedom
and signing our checks.
Darren Sanefski for supervising design and helping us when we were stuck.
Bill Rose for helping us with story ideas and teaching almost all of us.
Will Norton for helping us with story ideas and holding us to a high standard.
Curtis Wilke for editing many of our stories and teaching many of our writers.
Drew Toppin for helping us with the Greek organizations.
Ole Miss Communications and Athletics for letting us use your photographs.
The Daily Mississippian for sharing your photographers and photos.
Greek and Campus Organizations for supporting the book through their ads.
Ole Miss Administration for including the cost of the yearbook in tuition.
Sparky Reardon for his service to this university and his friendship with us.
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“In general terms, the university has a whole new self
image. At one point, we were just Ole Miss in Oxford
that had good football teams with an attractive student
body. We had our rivalries with LSU and Mississippi
State, and people came here. But then all of a sudden
in the late ‘90s and through today, there’s been this
whole transformation. Ole Miss is a whole new place.
It has a new self-confidence that’s become attractive
in a lot of ways socially, academically, aesthetically. It’s
almost like I’ve worked at two different places.”

of students | SPARKY
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